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The Things God Hates  

 
God and hate. These two don’t go together do they? Christian people along with the rest 

of the world associate God with love which is accurate by the way. God is love. But too many 
people adjust God to suit their own needs. Many times we define God out as this love”y” dovey 
being that sits on a rainbow and just loves to watch over us. This God hears all prayers from saint 
and sinner alike. He gives us many ways, outlets, and roads to salvation.  It may shock many of 
you, but God does hate. The God of Jacob, Abraham, and Isaac is a jealous God. You may be 
thinking, “How can you say that?” I did not say it. God did. As recorded in Joshua chapter 24 
and verse nineteen, Joshua said to the people, "You are not able to serve the LORD. He is a holy 
God; he is a jealous God. He will not forgive your rebellion and your sins. With that thought, let 
us look at the message at hand; the things God hates: 

Proverbs 6:16-19 

 16 There are six things the LORD hates,  
       seven that are detestable to him: 

17 haughty eyes,  
       a lying tongue,  
       hands that shed innocent blood,  

 18 a heart that devises wicked schemes,  
       feet that are quick to rush into evil,  

 19 a false witness who pours out lies  
       and a man who stirs up dissension among brothers. 

  

            The first part that we see is haughty eyes and a lying tongue. Haughty also means proud. 
The Bible teaches about pride very clearly. Most people even those unfamiliar with the rest of 
the Bible can ramble off, “Pride goes before the fall,” and not really know what it means. Having 
pride in something or someone is not a bad thing, but being prideful is. Let us take a look at what 
the Bible says about it.  

Proverbs 29:23 A man's pride brings him low, but a man of lowly spirit gains honor. 

            How does God feel about those wrapped in pride?  

Isaiah 11:25 

11 They will spread out their hands in it,  
       as a swimmer spreads out his hands to swim.  
       God will bring down their pride  
       despite the cleverness of their hands. 
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            It is pretty clear what God says and how he feels toward the prideful. God will bring 
down their pride despite the cleverness of their hands. Those who think they are all that and a 
bag of chips do not stand a chance against Almighty God. Speaking of those who see themselves 
as all that, let us look at possibly the beginning of arrogance; Satan.  

Isaiah 14:12-15 

How you have fallen from heaven,  
       O morning star, son of the dawn!  
       You have been cast down to the earth,  
       you who once laid low the nations!  

 13 You said in your heart,  
       "I will ascend to heaven;  
       I will raise my throne  
       above the stars of God;  
       I will sit enthroned on the mount of assembly,  
       on the utmost heights of the sacred mountain. [c]  

 14 I will ascend above the tops of the clouds;  
       I will make myself like the Most High."  

 15 But you are brought down to the grave,  
       to the depths of the pit.  

            Lucifer, son of the dawn, fell with and because of pride. He wanted to be more than God, 
but he found out real quick like how wrong those ambitions were. We as a people are like Satan 
in that regard. We suffer from a, we think therefore we are, it if feels good do it, Hey, you can’t 
judge me mentality that places us on the same level as God. So what happens when we become 
like Satan full of pride? But you are brought down to the grave, to the depths of the pit. The pit 
and grave by the way is hell.  

            Have you ever had a layer of sticky gunk on your tongue that just would not come off 
when brushing your teeth? No, just me then. Okay. The tongue is a little piece of flesh with a lot 
of power. Even the cleanest mouth can kill with an untamed tongue. Let us look at the Word of 
God concerning the tongue. Proverbs tells us that God hates proud eyes and lying tongues. What 
else does God’s Word say about the tongue?  

  

  

James 3:5-10 

5 Likewise the tongue is a small part of the body, but it makes great boasts. Consider what a 
great forest is set on fire by a small spark. 6 The tongue also is a fire, a world of evil among the 
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parts of the body. It corrupts the whole person, sets the whole course of his life on fire, and is 
itself set on fire by hell.  

 7 All kinds of animals, birds, reptiles and creatures of the sea are being tamed and have been 
tamed by man, 8 but no man can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison.  

 9 With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been 
made in God's likeness. 10 Out of the same mouth come praise and cursing. My brothers, this 
should not be. 

            The tongue cannot be tamed. It’s evil and full of evil. We cannot say, “Praise God” one 
moment, then “Go to hell, you sob” the next moment. I am guilty of this and daily, I continue 
onward growing in Christ. 

Psalm 34:13-14 

keep your tongue from evil and your lips from speaking lies. Turn from evil and do good; seek 
peace and pursue it. 

  

            Continuing in Proverbs, it teaches that not does the Lord hate proud eyes, a lying tongue, 
but also hands that shed innocent blood. This by the way doesn’t mean we can go out and 
mow down convicted killers. Nonbelievers love to question this and tear it apart. The scripture 
not my side note. They say more people have died in the name of God than anything. Here is 
what I know. God ordered King Saul and many others to kill and destroy those who opposed 
Israel. I will not pretend to know why. God says, “I will have mercy on whom I will have 
mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion” (Exodus 33:19). The 
mature in his faith Christian can read this verse and feel peace. We as a people do not and cannot 
fully understand the nature of God. We have his Word, but we grow and learn more about God 
each day. But anyway, let us go back to the beginning of the first murder.  

            Cain killed his brother because of pride. Abel’s sacrifice to the Lord was accepted and 
good. Cain’s was not. Cain allowed anger and aggression to engulf him. Do we know what God 
said to Cain before Cain went on to kill his brother?  

Genesis 4:6-7 

Then the LORD said to Cain, "Why are you angry? Why is your face downcast? 7 If you do 
what is right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at 
your door; it desires to have you, but you must master it." 

            Wow. God told Cain that he had to master it (sin). God has not changed. He is with you 
now. He is telling you and me Christian brothers, Christian sisters that we too must master it 
(sin). The way to master sin is for us to fall at the cross Of Christ!  



6 
 

            Cain was punished. Now Jesus in the Gospels taught that if we are angry at our brother 
without cause, we too are like murderers. This makes you think does it not? God is a loving God, 
but he is a jealous, vengeful God as well. There are too many to list, but here is a real simple to 
the point nugget of truth from the Lord.  

Micah 5:15  

“I will take vengeance in anger and wrath upon the nations that have not obeyed me." 

             

            We have covered proud eyes, a lying tongue, and murdering hands. We now focus on a 
heart that devises wicked schemes/ feet that are quick to rush into evil.  

John 8:12 

When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, "I am the light of the world. Whoever 
follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life."  
  
            Christians should not have fellowship or be a part of anything that is contrary to the Good 
News. This means who we hang out with, what we watch, listen to, read, and live. If you don’t 
think I’m right, I’ll respect your opinion. I don’t think God will based upon His Word, but you 
go ahead and just have a good time. Wicked schemes don’t have to be a king plotting to kill 
another because he is more popular or plotting against God in the flesh. Evil schemes could be 
stealing a candy bar, cheating on a test, telling a little lie. Lies grow by the way. Nothing is 
trivial to God. Everything we do matters. Christians, we are the hands and feet of the Lord! Obey 
God, live the life, the example, and show the lost why they need Jesus Christ!  
  
  
  
Psalm 97:10 
Let those who love the LORD hate evil, for he guards the lives of his faithful ones and 
delivers them from the hand of the wicked. 
  
Proverbs 10:23 
A fool finds pleasure in evil conduct, but a man of understanding delights in wisdom. 

Romans 12:9 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 

            Finally at the end now, we look at the false witness and the person who stirs up 
dissension. Jesus taught in reference to false teachers that it would be better on them to have a 
milestone (rock) tied around their neck and be thrown in the water. As a dad and teacher the 
greatest gift I can give my children is the knowledge of Christ crucified. If I don’t, I have failed 
and have condemned them to hell. I need, you who are reading if you are a parent need to sow 
the seed of salvation in Christ early. False witnesses are prideful. They embody all the negatives 
we have looked at. They are the same as those who stir up problems in the church. A church 
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divided cannot stand. A divided church cannot spread the Good News. Those who do not Christ 
are doomed to hell. We end with the last day.  

Isaiah 5:20-30  

Woe to those who call evil good  
       and good evil,  
       who put darkness for light  
       and light for darkness,  
       who put bitter for sweet  
       and sweet for bitter.  

 21 Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes  
       and clever in their own sight.  

 22 Woe to those who are heroes at drinking wine  
       and champions at mixing drinks,  

 23 who acquit the guilty for a bribe,  
       but deny justice to the innocent.  

 24 Therefore, as tongues of fire lick up straw  
       and as dry grass sinks down in the flames,  
       so their roots will decay  
       and their flowers blow away like dust;  
       for they have rejected the law of the LORD Almighty  
       and spurned the word of the Holy One of Israel.  

 25 Therefore the LORD's anger burns against his people;  
       his hand is raised and he strikes them down.  
       The mountains shake,  
       and the dead bodies are like refuse in the streets.  
       Yet for all this, his anger is not turned away,  
       his hand is still upraised.  

 26 He lifts up a banner for the distant nations,  
       he whistles for those at the ends of the earth.  
       Here they come,  
       swiftly and speedily!  

 27 Not one of them grows tired or stumbles,  
       not one slumbers or sleeps;  
       not a belt is loosened at the waist,  
       not a sandal thong is broken.  
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 28 Their arrows are sharp,  
       all their bows are strung;  
       their horses' hoofs seem like flint,  
       their chariot wheels like a whirlwind.  

 29 Their roar is like that of the lion,  
       they roar like young lions;  
       they growl as they seize their prey  
       and carry it off with no one to rescue.  

 30 In that day they will roar over it  
       like the roaring of the sea.  
       And if one looks at the land,  
       he will see darkness and distress;  
       even the light will be darkened by the clouds. 
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We are not what we could be. 
Noah 
Abraham  
Moses  
Jonah 
David  
Peter  
Paul  
  
  
            The above listed names are Biblical measuring sticks. These men were used for God’s 
purposes. The Lord chose these men for His purposes. Today, we are going to look at these men 
of God: a drunk, a coward, a murderer, a slacker, an adulterer, a denier, and a Christian 
persecutor with one purpose in mind: to show how God used them and how He will use all of us 
as His children if we accept His will instead of our own. 
  
            Most everyone Christian or otherwise know of Noah’s story. Here is the scoop in a 
nutshell. God was displeased with the route taken by mankind. He decided to start over by 
wiping out the evil in the land. Right away, nonbelievers shout that a loving being would not first 
wipe out all the people or send them to hell, that is a whole other sermon all together, but wait, 
God was and is merciful because one man found favor in God’s sight. Noah was the man of the 
hour. 
Genesis 6:9 Noah was a righteous man, blameless among the people of his time, and he walked 
with God.   
             
            He walked with God. That statement is profound. Did Noah physically walk with God, 
probably no, but he was righteous, he did as the Lord instructed and found favor. Noah loved the 
wine a bit much, so before going any further, we cannot use Noah as an excuse to get plastered. 
More on that in a moment. Let’s get back to boat building.  
             
            God instructed Noah to build the ark with certain specifications. It took Noah 120 years 
to finish it. The ridicule he received from the public had to be rough no doubt. Think about it. He 
is building a huge boat on dry land. He took it on the chin. He could have stopped and joined the 
masses, but he trusted God completely and completed the task as instructed.  
             
Genesis 9:20 Noah, a man of the soil, proceeded to plant a vineyard. 21 When he drank some of 
its wine, he became drunk and lay uncovered inside his tent. 
  
            Obviously, by my statement about Noah being a drunk, I wanted to grab your attention. 
The Bible teaches that it rained for 150 days I believe. Some of you are thinking that if you were 
on a boat with every kind of animal times two, you might want a drink too, but the Bible 
furthermore teaches against staying away from strong wine and drunkenness. If I have offended 
you, please, do not look for an apology. The point about Noah like all the other ones we are 
going to see is that he is flesh, not perfect by any means, but still usable to further God’s 
purpose.  
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            Father Abraham. Most people know that name. The Lord many times in the Old 
Testament was called, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. Yet, earlier, 
I labeled him a coward. Again, I label not to maliciously slander, but to bring a point to focus.  
  
            Let us first look at how Abram stayed faithful to the calling of God in Genesis 12:1-3: 
The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and your father's household 
and go to the land I will show you. "I will make you into a great nation  
and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. I will bless those 
who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed 
through you."  
  
            Can you imagine what Abram did next? He didn’t clean out his hear. He did not ask, 
“What did you say?” He, according to verse 4, did as commanded.  So Abram left, as the LORD 
had told him.  
  
            First example of Abram acting as a coward comes when he and the family unit arrive in 
Egypt.  
  
Genesis 12:11-13 
As he was about to enter Egypt, he said to his wife Sarai, "I know what a beautiful woman you 
are. When the Egyptians see you, they will say, 'This is his wife.' Then they will kill me but will 
let you live. Say you are my sister, so that I will be treated well for your sake and my life will be 
spared because of you." 
  
            I do not wish to rant here, but folks, fear of death drove this man, chosen by God to be a 
great nation, to deny his very wife. God had already told him plain and simple what the plan was 
going to be! Yet, Abram let fear dictate his actions instead of glorifying the Lord.  
  
            God reunited Abram to his wife, and Pharaoh understood the errors of his ways a few 
verses later. But there is more to tell!  
  
            Genesis 15 teaches about the covenant between Abram and the Lord.  Here is part of it. 
"Do not be afraid, Abram.  I am your shield, your very great reward.”  
  
            Abram responds with the always classic BUT. But Abram said, "O Sovereign LORD, 
what can you give me since I remain childless and the one who will inherit my estate is Eliezer 
of Damascus?" And Abram said, "You have given me no children; so a servant in my household 
will be my heir." 
  
            We are just like Abram are we not? Yes, he followed when first instructed, but then God 
told him in today’s terms, I got your back, Abram interjected and replied, But God!”  
            But nothing. Check out The Almighty’s reply. Then the word of the LORD came to him: 
"This man will not be your heir, but a son coming from your own body will be your heir." He 
took him outside and said, "Look up at the heavens and count the stars—if indeed you can count 
them." Then he said to him, "So shall your offspring be." 
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            Like Abram, we do not view time as God does. We live in a world of instantaneous 
gratification. We not only want something, but we gotta gotta got to have it right now! Just as 
Adam followed Eve, so Abram followed his wife.  
  
            Genesis 16:1-4 Now Sarai, Abram's wife, had borne him no children. But she had an 
Egyptian maidservant named Hagar; so she said to Abram, "The LORD has kept me from having 
children. Go, sleep with my maidservant; perhaps I can build a family through her." Abram 
agreed to what Sarai said. So after Abram had been living in Canaan ten years, Sarai his wife 
took her Egyptian maidservant Hagar and gave her to her husband to be his wife. He slept with 
Hagar, and she conceived. 
             
            Neither Abram nor his wife could wait for God. Regardless of their intention, Abraham 
now has a son, just not the one God will provide again not for Abram’s will, but for His own 
purposes. God blesses Hagar’s child by the way, but that’s another time.  
  
            Despite early fears and disobedience Abram known as Abraham demonstrates the second 
strongest example of following faith in the entire Bible in my opinion. Most of us here know that 
God delivered Isaac to Abraham. Now, God plans to test Abraham’s commitment.  
  
 Genesis 22:2 Then God said, "Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you love, and go to 
the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains I will tell 
you about." 
  
            This time there is not a record of Abraham saying, “But God.” He simply followed his 
instructions. If you are a parent reading or listening to this, think of your child or children. 
Remember how soft their precious skin felt as you held them for the first time. Remember how 
your heart melted when a little voice said, Momma or Dada. Now imagine having to sacrifice 
them.  
  

Genesis 22:7-8 Isaac spoke up and said to his father Abraham, "Father?"  
      "Yes, my son?" Abraham replied. "The fire and wood are here," Isaac said, "but where is the 
lamb for the burnt offering?" Abraham answered, "God himself will provide the lamb for the 
burnt offering, my son." And the two of them went on together.  

            Earlier I stated that Abraham’s willingness to follow God’s instructions without question 
was the second strongest example of following faith. The first one is found in Abraham’s words, 
“God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son." JESUS CHRIST. God so 
loved the world that He gave his only begotten Son.  

            Abraham did not kill Isaac naturally. The Angel of the Lord stopped him before the deed 
was done and commended him on his faith.  

            Folks use the excuse of not being good enough to come to church let alone to accept 
Christ as Savior. We have looked at two examples of regular folks who God used despite their 
having flaws. The next example is no different. For the sake of time, I will attempt to be brief. 
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Moses killed an Egyptian that was beating a Jew. Bottom line: Moses was a murderer. He was 
cast out of the land. It is after this ordeal; Moses is face to burning bush. Moses received his 
proverbial marching orders from the Most High. God told him that he would be used to lead 
God’s people, the Israelites out of captivity.  

Exodus 3:10 10 “So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out 
of Egypt." 

            How does Moses respond? Look at verse 11. But Moses said to God, "Who am I, that I 
should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?" 

            But Moses said!?! Did he not hear what God said? But Moses said. It doesn’t matter what 
Moses said. Moses asked the question that we all do when great tasks are at hand. “Who am I to 
do this?” Allow me to tell you who you are. You are the one Christ died for. You are the one that 
Jesus Christ shed His precious blood for. You may see yourself as a drunk, a nobody, a coward, 
or a killer, but after the blood of Christ covers you and cleanses you of sin, God sees a new 
creation. God sees his children who worship and glorify His name. Moses by himself could not 
lead a dying man to life support, but with God with him, and directing him, everything went 
according to God’s plan! Are we any better than Moses? The book of Romans instructs that there 
is no favoritism with God.  

            Let s now look at Jonah. Historically, Jonah would not come in the middle, before David, 
but I wanted to place a slacker in the middle. God gave instructions to Jonah, to preach salvation 
to the people of a place called Nineveh, but Jonah ran away from the Lord. How many of us have 
run away from God? Here is an example: Let’s say a person accepts Christ as Savior on Sunday, 
but by Tuesday the world has them back in the fold of the muck and mire. Are they truly saved? 
Not for me to say, but they heard the Lord knocking on the door of their heart, they opened it, 
invited him in, and now are avoiding Him just like Jonah. Scripture teaches that God caused a 
storm to blow up at sea. Ultimately, through a casting of lots, Jonah ended up in the water. Oh, 
right, the big fish came and swallowed Jonah.  

            One positive thing occurred in the belly of the beast. Jonah prayed to the God, he was 
trying to avoid. It was not a prayer of desperation exactly. He praised God for allowing him to 
live and not drown. Listen to the verse 

Jonah 2:9 “But I, with a song of thanksgiving, will sacrifice to you. What I have vowed I will 
make good. Salvation comes from the Lord.”  

            God commanded the beast to release Jonah. Prayer. It’s our privilege to pray to our Lord 
God Almighty. If we stop running from God, pray to him with gladness in our hearts regardless 
of what is holding us, be it a fish, sadness, or any other form of bondage, we will be released by 
His glory.  

            Every time David is preached or taught, the phrase, “a man after God’s heart” is brought 
up. I wanted to look at two points/parts of David’s life. Once little children were brought to Jesus 
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just so He could place His hands on them and pray. The disciples acted like celebrity security 
and chewed out those who brought the children. However, Jesus had a different view on it. 

Matthew 19:14 Jesus said, "Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the 
kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these." 

            We must be bear the child like faith that is total belief and trust in Christ, God’s Son, the 
very Word. This ties us back to that young boy David. Most know the story. David took a stand 
in faith to face a giant monster of a man. Due to David’s age and being just a boy, the soldiers’ 
armor and weapons were useless. David however, was prepared to do battle against Goliath. 
Here’s what David says to God’s adversary: 

I Samuel 17:45-47 David said to the Philistine, "You come against me with sword and spear and 
javelin, but I come against you in the name of the LORD Almighty, the God of the armies of 
Israel, whom you have defied. This day the LORD will hand you over to me, and I'll strike you 
down and cut off your head. Today I will give the carcasses of the Philistine army to the birds of 
the air and the beasts of the earth, and the whole world will know that there is a God in Israel. 
All those gathered here will know that it is not by sword or spear that the LORD saves; for the 
battle is the LORD's, and he will give all of you into our hands." 

            One rock to the head later and David was victorious. Remember though before the 
precious blood of Christ cleanses us, we are like dirty rags. No one is righteous before a Holy 
God. King David, while possessing a strong faith in God still fell short to sin. He and another 
man’s wife conceived a child. He used his power as king to have the other man placed at the 
front lines of the fighting at the time. Guess what. God still used David to fulfill His plans. As a 
result of his sinful liaison, David’s child with Bathsheba died. Before the child’s death, David 
proved his faithfulness to God.  
  

II Samuel 12:16-18 David pleaded with God for the child. He fasted and went into his house and 
spent the nights lying on the ground. The elders of his household stood beside him to get him up 
from the ground, but he refused, and he would not eat any food with them. On the seventh day 
the child died. 

            It’s not always about our pain. God does as God sees fit. David’s response to his child’s 
death confused the servants at first. See, David washed, changed his clothes, and ate. His people 
did not understand why he would act in such a way. David explained:  

II Samuel 12:22-23 "While the child was still alive, I fasted and wept. I thought, 'Who knows? 
The LORD may be gracious to me and let the child live.'  But now that he is dead, why should I 
fast? Can I bring him back again? I will go to him, but he will not return to me."   

            The part that hangs with me every time I read it is, “I will go to him, but he will not 
return to me."  That is the child like faith in the God that is the absolute, the beginning and 
end, the Great I Am that makes David a man after God’s own heart. He knew without a doubt 



14 
 

what God had done and would do in his life. I pray that we all hold fast to that faith in Him when 
we are confronted with tragedy brought on by life or in some cases sinful behavior.  

          Peter of the book of Acts is not the same Peter from the Gospels. Physically, the body is 
the same, but the Peter of Acts was a much more defined in faith apostle than the denying Peter 
of the Gospels. Peter was one of the more passionate followers.  

Matthew 16:17-18 17 Jesus replied, "Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not 
revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven. And I tell you that you are Peter, and on 
this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. 

After Jesus explained to Peter why He was washing his feet, Peter begged to be 
completely washed missing the point obviously. Peter upon learning that Jesus was going to be 
killed went as we say, plum off.  

Matthew 16:22 Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. "Never, Lord!" he said. "This 
shall never happen to you!" Jesus turned and said to Peter, "Get behind me, Satan! You are a 
stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men."  

            Rebuke means to criticize or reprove sharply; reprimand. So here is Peter, a man full of 
compassion for the Lord, meaning well, but missing the point. We are all sometimes like Peter 
on our Christian walk as far as being fired up. That’s not entirely bad if we are directing our 
efforts for Christ’s will and not our own. Our Lord compliments him by calling him “the rock” 
on which the church foundation would be placed to calling him Satan. Peter’s passion for the 
Lord no doubt was true, but he was listening to Christ through human ears rather than spiritual 
ones.  

 Peter was by today’s medically induced, pill popping world, bi-polar by his actions. He 
goes from defending Christ to denying Him. As the scriptures teach, when Judas betrayed Jesus 
Christ, Peter took a sword and attacked the arresting guards. One man’s ear was cut off. 
Afterwards, Peter sadly lives up to one of Jesus’ prophecies. Prior to the arrest, Jesus told Peter 
that he would deny Him three times before the crowing of a rooster.  

  
  
  
  
Matthew 26:69-75  Now Peter was sitting out in the courtyard, and a servant girl came to him. 
"You also were with Jesus of Galilee," she said. But he denied it before them all. "I don't know 
what you're talking about," he said. Then he went out to the gateway, where another girl saw him 
and said to the people there, "This fellow was with Jesus of Nazareth." He denied it again, with 
an oath: "I don't know the man!"  

After a little while, those standing there went up to Peter and said, "Surely you are one of them, 
for your accent gives you away."  
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 Then he began to call down curses on himself and he swore to them, "I don't know the man!" 
Immediately a rooster crowed. Then Peter remembered the word Jesus had spoken: "Before the 
rooster crows, you will disown me three times." And he went outside and wept bitterly. 

            The point to this is simple. Even the most fired up followers of Christ can fall and 
stumble. The difference between real believers and the real deniers is real believers may stumble 
and fall, but we reach out for Christ as he always holds us in His hands. Jesus and Peter have a 
little later on after the resurrection, but that’s a different sermon. 

  

            Jesus Christ took one of the most devoted Christian persecutors and transformed him into 
one of the greatest apostles and Christian figures in the world. Saul who would be Paul is 
credited with writing under God’s inspiration 13 books of the New Testament. He truly served 
Christ despite his earlier attempts to kill Christians, including by the way, a man named Stephen, 
the first Christian martyr. The same man who once hated Christians became one of the great 
leaders all because of conviction, and a real relationship with Christ. If God used all these men 
don't you think He can use you?  
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Christian?  
Who is this message for? The church body or potential new members? The answer is 

both.  
  
            Have you ever asked someone to come to church only to get one of the following 
responses?  
  

A.     Thanks, but I’ll pass. So and so goes there. They don’t act like churchgoers when 
they aren’t in church! 

B.     Thanks, but I’ll pass. The members at your church in the past made me feel 
uncomfortable. I felt like I didn’t belong.  

  
  
            Any variation of those two questions can be given. Disagreements within the church are 
also a matter to be considered. The H word comes up a lot. The H word is Hypocrite. Many 
potential new Christians turn away from the cross and hearing the Gospel based upon those who 
represent said Gospel. What does that mean? Simple. If you are a Christian that attends church 
on Sunday, don’t curse God and misuse His name on Monday. If someone ever tells you, “You 
are a Christian? How you act, I would have never known” then you need to consider your heart 
and belief in Christ.  Church denominations are not the issue. As Christians, we are the church. 
The church is a representative bridge to Christ the bridegroom. So if we Christians are one 
church, why are their divisions? Paul spoke a lot in regard to church divisions.  
1 Corinthians 1:10-13 
  
I appeal to you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with one 
another so that there may be no divisions among you and that you may be perfectly united in 
mind and thought. My brothers, some from Chloe's household have informed me that there are 
quarrels among you. What I mean is this: One of you says, "I follow Paul"; another, "I follow 
Apollos"; another, "I follow Cephas"; still another, "I follow Christ." Is Christ divided? Was Paul 
crucified for you? Were you baptized into the name of Paul? 
  
            It is all about Christ. We are saved by no other name. We are saved by His grace. We are 
baptized in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit not the preacher at our church, 
not a deacon, or teacher. We, at times, get too wrapped up in being a member of so and so 
church, sometimes neglecting or actually forgetting that we are saved by a holy, righteous, 
Living God. Those placed in leadership roles in the church must not ever start believing they are 
more than they are not. People, as Paul wrote will say, “I follow Paul,” or “I follow Peter.” As 
His children, we must never forget that we follow Christ.  
  
            Church body, if you truly represent the God you serve, remember that either your actions 
will lead someone closer to Christ or you will lead them straight into the flames of hell.  
  
  
  
  
  



17 
 

  
  
  
I Corinthians 3:3-9 
3You are still worldly. For since there is jealousy and quarreling among you, are you not 
worldly? Are you not acting like mere men? 4For when one says, "I follow Paul," and another, "I 
follow Apollos," are you not mere men?  

 5What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only servants, through whom you came to 
believe—as the Lord has assigned to each his task. 6I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but 
God made it grow. 7So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God, who 
makes things grow. 8The man who plants and the man who waters have one purpose, and each 
will be rewarded according to his own labor. 9For we are God's fellow workers; you are God's 
field, God's building.  

            The problem is we think we are more than we are at times. Some folks with titles in the 
church or folks who have membership for x amount of years sometimes feel like they are the 
church. How many souls have I saved today or last week? How many have you? The answer is 
none. We cannot save anyone. We do not have the ability to do that. Jesus is the One who saves. 
As Paul wrote, Only God makes it grow. Is the nursery teacher/worker of a greater value than the 
youth pastor? No. God has called each of us with our different talents to further His kingdom, 
but in Christ, there is no favoritism. We all work toward the same goal that is spreading the Good 
News, the Gospel.  

            Sometimes you have a set of folks that just do not want to come to church because they 
think you can worship God wherever. First, that argument is not an argument at all. The purpose 
of attending church is not just to spend time with God. Hear me completely before you turn away 
tour ear. God in the Bible commands us to worship Him in a formal setting. Coming together as 
believers only strengthens our walk with God and the friendship/fellowship among us. We can 
pray and spend time with God anywhere and anytime. It is during the time of worship with 
others do we fully experience what God intends for us to experience.  

Hebrews 10:25 Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us 
encourage one another--and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 

            Where else should the people of God be other than in the building that represents His 
home? Matthew 4:4 Jesus answered, "It is written: 'Man does not live on bread alone, but on 
every word that comes from the mouth of God.” 

            In closing I want to throw one final thought to you, the church body: As I said earlier, we 
will either lead someone closer to Heaven or straight to hell with our actions. To be more 
precise, our inaction, our lukewarm attitude will do more than our own actions ever could. Jesus 
in this set of scriptures was speaking about consequences of leading little ones astray.  

Matthew 18:5-6 
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"And whoever welcomes a little child like this in my name welcomes me. 6But if anyone causes 
one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a large 
millstone hung around his neck and to be drowned in the depths of the sea.” 

  

            If you consider little ones not just children, but anyone without the blessed salvation of 
Christ, you will view your responsibility as a Christian and a member of the body with much 
more reservation and seriousness. I pray these words have moved you toward the righteous of 
Christ. If you are reading and are not a Christian, please do not let past negative experiences 
keep you from the fulfillment of Christ. In Christ’s precious name, I pray, amen.  
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TOP 10 THINGS JESUS CHRIST WILL NEVER SAY 

10. “Silly Lazarus. Simon didn’t say live.”  JOHN 11:43 When he had said this, Jesus called in 
a loud voice, "Lazarus, come out!" 

9. “Yeah, I need 5000 Happy Meals. Hold the pickles please.” JOHN 6:10-11 Jesus said, 
"Have the people sit down." There was plenty of grass in that place, and the men sat down, about 
five thousand of them. 11 Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to those who 
were seated as much as they wanted. He did the same with the fish. 

8. “Maybe we can sell some more stuff on Sunday.” JOHN 2:14-16 In the temple courts 
he found men selling cattle, sheep and doves, and others sitting at tables exchanging 
money. 15 So he made a whip out of cords, and drove all from the temple area, both 
sheep and cattle; he scattered the coins of the money changers and overturned their 
tables. 16To those who sold doves he said, "Get these out of here! How dare you turn my 
Father's house into a market!" 

7.      No, Peter, take your time. I’ll wait for you to get your arm floats. Matthew 14:28-29 
"Lord, if it's you," Peter replied, "tell me to come to you on the water." 29 "Come," he 
said.  

6.      “No, sorry, I don’t have time for you. Get up and out of my way. Oh wait, right. You 
can’t walk! MARK 2:3-5 Some men came, bringing to him a paralytic, carried by four of 
them. 4 Since they could not get him to Jesus because of the crowd, they made an opening 
in the roof above Jesus and, after digging through it, lowered the mat the paralyzed man 
was lying on. 5 When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, "Son, your sins are 
forgiven."   

    5. “Hey guys help me put food coloring in this water.” JOHN 2:7-9 7 Jesus said to the 
servants, "Fill the jars with water"; so they filled them to the brim. 8 Then he told them, "Now 
draw some out and take it to the master of the banquet."  They did so, 9 and the master of the 
banquet tasted the water that had been turned into wine. 

   4. “You know God, I don’t believe I want to hang out today.” Luke 22:41-42 “Father, if 
you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done.”  

3. “Satan, that’s a pretty deal. I’ll take it.” MATTHEW 4:10-11 Jesus said to him, "Away 
from me, Satan! For it is written: 'Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.” 11Then the 
devil left him, and angels came and attended him. 

 2. “For God so loved the worl-no, not you. No, you are out. Section AA23, you’re gone, 
definitely not you.”  JOHN 3:16 "For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.”  

AND THE NUMBER 1 THING JESUS CHRIST WILL NEVER SAY 
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1. “You just wait! I’m going home and telling my Daddy! LUKE 23:34 Jesus said, "Father, 
forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing." 

 

+++ 
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Suffer Time 

"Yet what we suffer now is nothing compared to the glory He will give us 
later."  
Romans 8:18 
 
That is hard to hold onto when the world abuses us and we feel the weight 
of the unfairness crushing the hope out of our souls. Why? Christians 
should answer that He, Christ is the Hope of that eternal glory. When I say 
hope, I don't mean hope as in there is a chance it might happen, but He is 
the hope when it happens.  I can rattle off scripture after scripture that 
tells that we pray and be joyful at the trials because it strengthens our 
character. But I want to focus on Romans 8:18.  
 
We were not made to suffer one could argue. We were and are made to honor 
the King of Kings, God Almighty. We have to remember that He is has not and 
will not abandon us. We as a people get so twisted in our self-worth. In 
other words, we wallow in our own sorrow and drink our pity because we are 
centered on the me part. It's about my pain, my life, my desires, me me me! 
That is simply put the problem with so many people. They wonder why 
something has happened to them. Let me give you an example. I was once in a 
hospital elevator, okay. The door opened and two men walked in the car. 
They both were new fathers. The novelty tokens they were carrying gave it 
away.  
 
After exchanging hellos, I found out that Dave's son was born with some 
defects. Bruce's son was a whooping 7 lbs 8 ounces and healthy. Dave was 
happy, but I sensed his concern. It was well placed. Being a father, a new 
father is tough enough, but if your precious one is a special needs baby, 
it gets rough on you. After Bruce walked out of the elevator, Dave asked 
the one word, one syllable question that we all do: Why? Why did God let 
one baby be okay while another was not.  
 
I sat with this new father and shared this: The disciples asked Jesus once 
about a man. The man was blind as I recall. They asked Christ what sin the 
man had to be left blind. Christ answered that the man did not sin. They 
asked him what sin the parents had committed. Christ answered again, there 
was no sin. So Dave, like Christ's disciples, asked the same question.  
 
Jesus spoke the reason for the blindness: John 9:33 "It was not because of 
his sins or his parents' sins," Jesus answered. "He was born blind so the 
power of God could be seen in him." 
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That man's illness was used to glorify God's power. Jesus Christ has not 
changed since day 1. He has a plan for your son, Dave is what I told him. I 
reminded him that God gives us children to raise righteously and to honor 
Him. I told Dave to remember that ole so famous verse in Psalms about God 
knowing the days of our lives and knowing us before we were born. Is that 
not awesome to know we have faith in The Living God, Christ Almighty? He 
knew us, our thoughts, and actions, before we were even thought of by our 
physical parents.  
 
Despite the troubles, you must keep your heart open to Christ. Our troubles 
are known to Christ. He suffered His own share as He was fully man and 
fully God.  Know that He is with you always. 
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Are we doing well? 

John 5-9 

One who was there had been an invalid for thirty-eight years. When Jesus saw him lying there 
and learned that he had been in this condition for a long time, he asked him, "Do you want to get 
well?" "Sir," the invalid replied, "I have no one to help me into the pool when the water is 
stirred. While I am trying to get in, someone else goes down ahead of me." Then Jesus said to 
him, "Get up! Pick up your mat and walk." At once the man was cured; he picked up his mat and 
walked.  

Jesus asks the man, the invalid, "Do you want to get well?" Please understand I am not 
talking about terminal illnesses. I am not talking about or in reference to the bedridden. The ones 
I am going to speaking to are the ones, the people, who truly do not want to be well. What? Who 
are those people? Well, in this case, it is a man who had been invalid for thirty-eight years. This 
man had been near the poor of Bathsheba, a place thought to have healing capacity. He had been 
there for so long, but allowed others to go before him. When Christ asks him the question, the 
man replies a typical response that we give today.  

"But I have no one to help me." See, we want to do stuff, but only if we have help. Did he try on 
his own? He says he tried. So what and how does Jesus respond? He doesn’t offer pity or prayer. 
God in the flesh said, "Get up! Pick up your mat and walk."  

So he said it, so it is so. The man did just that.  

Do you want to get well? If you do not know Christ as your personal Savior, you are just 
like the invalid. Your physical health may be fine, but you are hollow, dead in your trespass/sin 
against God, and are on your way to Hell. So as He asked, Do you want to get well? If you do, 
please understand that the Lord of all is waiting for you.  

When we become children of God, Christians, new creations, we are filled with the Holy 
Spirit. Scriptures teach that. Our salvation is in the death and resurrection of God Almighty, 
Jesus Christ. Jesus teaches that our salvation cannot be lost. That needs to be understood prior to 
reading and hearing this next section. Verses 14-15 teach that Christ came upon the man a bit 
later.  

Later Jesus found him at the temple and said to him, "See, you are well again. Stop sinning or 
something worse may happen to you." The man went away and told the Jews that it was Jesus 
who had made him well. 

If we love Jesus, we will obey him. Luke 11:28 shows Jesus responding to a comment 
toward his mother being blessed for having Him as a son. "Blessed rather are those who hear the 
word of God and obey it." So here is again another example of God in the flesh telling all that 
those who obey the Word of God are blessed. The verb tense by the way is present tense. We are 
blessed when we obey God. We are blessed as opposed to not following His instructions. Jesus 
said, Stop sinning or something worse may happen to you" to the man He had just healed. What 
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is the difference between Christ healing the man physically and us spiritually? The answer is no 
difference. We are healed, saved, and sealed by His Grace. Our lives we should live to honor and 
worship Him. If we do not, and we fall into the pattern of being saved, but act like the secular 
world, we will bring shame and calamity upon ourselves.  

WHAT CAN WE DO? 

Should we desire to make God happy? It is kind of contrasting to ask that question if you 
think about it. As sinful flesh and bone, we cannot do anything to please God apart from 
believing that He sent His Son to die for our sins. Oh I gave the answer away. So if we admit our 
sins, believe in Him, and confess Him as God, we make God happy. So, if you are a Christian, 
what do you do as a Christian? Obviously you find a Christ centered church, and grow as a 
Christian. God’s Word is clear in teaching that salvation is for all who believe that Jesus is the 
Christ. Consider John 6:28-29: 

Then they asked him, "What must we do to do the works God requires?" Jesus answered, "The 
work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent." 

Jesus did not say, "Call me a prophet." He did not say, "Go your own way and we will 
meet in the middle. He said, "The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent." 

To believe in Jesus, you have to believe, step out in faith and know that you know that 
you know in your heart down to your soul, that the Holy Bible is God’s love letter to His people, 
you must know that Christ is God, that He was born of a virgin, led a sinless life, healed the sick, 
prayed and taught the lost, fed over five thousand with a little fish and bread, turned water into 
wine, cleaned His Father’s house, raised the dead, walked on water, told Satan off, hung on the 
cross as Peter called it a tree for you and me, defeated hell, death, and the grave, rose on the third 
day, and is coming soon to take us home to glory, PRAISE BE TO GOD!  

Christians today are caught up in materialistic dogma that truly isn’t worth two cents. 
"Well, my church says," or "To go to Heaven, you got to do…." There is only one church body 
of Christ. We are His people. Our salvation rests in Him only. What did Jesus say concerning 
salvation? I have verses that really speak to my heart.  

John 6:37  

"All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never drive 
away." 

God Almighty, Jesus, the Son said, "whoever comes to me I will never drive away." 

I cannot say anything about that other than oh what precious love He has for us to not only give 
up what He did, but to reassure us that we are forever His. The last verse is so strong, I’ll end on 
it.  
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John 10:28 I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of 
my hand. 
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The Problem Being Saved 

The title sounds funny, doesn’t it? The Problem with being saved. You are 
thinking he lost his mind. Maybe, but hear me out. There are two problems at least 
with the act of being saved. It is not God’s problem. The church today is divided by many 
things ranging from the color of the carpet, when to celebrate the Lord’s Supper, or how a person is 
saved. It is a sad thing for God’s people to be so selfishness involved. Anyway, back to the main point. 
The first problem with being saved is knowing how a person is saved. The problem is not 
God, but the people who want to tell others what they must do when in reality of Christ’s certainty all one 
must do for Heaven’s sake is accept Christ as their Lord. 

Scripture teaches  

Mark 16:16 Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will 
be condemned.  

            So many people swear that their church is the only true one, and the way to 
Heaven is paved with the footprints of just their flock. Mark 16:16 is as true as any 
verse in God’s Word because it is God’s Word. Whoever believes and is baptized will 
be saved. See, here is the problem. While 16:16 is given as reason why so and so is or 
is not in Heaven, the end of the verse is left out. But whoever does not believe will be 
condemned. 

          Who does not believe is condemned. Does it say he who is not baptized cannot go to heaven? The 
answer is no.  

            What is the point then of baptism? Does the act of baptism save a person?  

Romans 6:4 We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as 
Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.   

Colossians 2:12 having been buried with him in baptism and raised with him through your faith in the 
power of God, who raised him from the dead. 

Here are just a few examples that are plain as it can be that faith in Christ is the only 
way.            

            Luke 7:50 Jesus said to the woman, "Your faith has saved you; go in peace." 

            While on the cross, Christ told the thief that called to him as the Lord, “Today, you will be with me 
in Paradise. 

            Acts 4:12 

 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which 
we must be saved."            
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            Romans  10:9  

That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised 
him from the dead, you will be saved.  

John 14:6 Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me.” 

            The second problem with being saved is that we as a people backslide. Here are the steps people 
sometimes take. First, we feel God convicting us. We do as Romans 10:9 says. We confess, but then 
Satan works overtime on the new Christian and the new Christian is truly an easy target to hit. We as new 
believers have that fire to spread the Word as is commanded by Christ, but our fires can quickly be put 
out if we do not strengthen it daily through prayer and study.  

            So many people come forward at churches to show publicly their faith. Then they show up to 
Sunday school or worship every so often or not at all. Christ died once for all. That is true because 
scripture says it is; however, we as His children need to act like it. That means yes, we should have a 
desire to be in church (worship) when the doors are open. If we are Christian, what excuse can we make 
or give as to why we are not attending church regularly?             

            We should have a desire to serve God by doing as He commanded: Tell others about His Grace 
and love instead of saying that we love Christ, that He is our Lord at the same time our thoughts are filled 
with sin (due to backsliding, Satan placing stumbling blocks). Sin by the way is anything that goes against 
God and His way.    
  

            One final note. If a person joins the church as a born again believer, a new creation in Christ, a 
person calling Christ the Lord, that person is a member of the body (the church, the body of Christ.) 
Anything a member does reflects the church. That is an entirely different lesson although on how the 
church is to conduct itself regarding its members, but more times I have heard people say, “I’m not going 
to that church ‘cause so and so goes there,” Or, “So and so goes to that church, leads the prayers, and 
goes home and drinks.” You get the idea. In other words, a true believer in Christ will not be morally 
corrupted by secular desires if that believer is living life for Christ and Christ alone.  

            We the people of One Savior Who was, is, and is to come God need to pledge our hearts to the 
Lamb who paid our debt, paved our way from Hell to Heaven. We live our lives through Him and for Him 
for all the days of our lives. Honor and praise we give Him for all times. He is our beginning and end. 
Praise be the love, mercy, and Grace of Christ Jesus.   
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Money $$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

            This is sure to get a stir out of folks. Most folks know enough of the Bible to indirectly 
quote I Timothy 6:10 concerning the love of money being a root to all evil, but then the rubber 
hits the road. The God of the Old Testament is the God of the New Testament. He is the God that 
left Heaven for Earth. He is the God that wants to engage the world in a meaningful, personal 
relationship. He is the same God that told His people to test him? What did you say? How can 
we test God?  

Malachi 3:8-10 "Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me. "But you ask, 'How do we rob you?' "In 
tithes and offerings.” 

           God speaking to Malachi redundantly asks, “Will a man rob God?” God asked Adam after 
the fall where he was. Remember Adam hid from God. God asked Adam where he was so Adam 
would have to confess. God does the same thing here when teaching about money. “Yet you rob 
me.” We are taught as God-fearing Christians to worship, honor, respect, love, and fear the 
Living God. Does it not break your heart to hear God say, “Yet you rob me?” Oh God how do 
we rob you? God answers, "In tithes and offerings.” 

            Some folks fear the offertory plate. You worry if you have your check folded in an 
origami masterpiece so no one can what you are giving. Listen, I know. I’m guilty of this. I 
would not say it to you if it didn’t go through me first. Here’s the truth: If you aren’t giving what 
you should, then you are regardless of being lost or saved, you are doing wrong in the eyes of 
God.  
  

            “How much are supposed to give? Where in the Bible does it say we have to so and so,” 
exclaims the guilty heart.   

Leviticus 27:30 A tithe of everything from the land, whether grain from the soil or fruit from the 
trees, belongs to the LORD; it is holy to the LORD. 

Deuteronomy 14:22 Be sure to set aside a tenth of all that your fields produce each year. 
  

            We could spend literally hours going over how Abraham, Jacob, and others of the Old 
Testament gave a tenth to God. We could talk about the genealogical aspect of Levites’ tithing, 
but the fact of the matter is God expects and demands we, His children, obey His commands. 
Jesus said, “If you love me, keep my commandments.” 
  

            “But didn’t Jesus abolish the old laws?”  
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            Jesus said he did not come to abolish the old law but to fulfill it. Again, if you love Jesus, 
keep His commandments. Let’s go back to Malachi and finish that verse: 

You are under a curse—the whole nation of you—because you are robbing me. Bring the whole 
tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this," says the LORD 
Almighty, "and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much 
blessing that you will not have room enough for it. 

            You are under a curse, the whole nation, because you are robbing me. No doubt our great 
nation is a blessed nation. We have more stuff than most. We have freedoms some places cannot 
even begin to imagine. We are stupid and arrogant if we think the Lord will continue His 
blessings if we continue on the path to hell we are on where we do not give to Him what He 
demands, when we deny His sovereignty, and we become complacent in our relationship with 
him. Now listen to this next part real good: “Test me in this,” says the Lord Almighty. Nowhere 
else in scripture I believe will we find those words used in that context again. In other words if 
you will, God says, “See if I’m telling you how it is. Give it a try.”  

             

            Let us finish that verse now: We give the whole tithe, God said test Him and then He 
says, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing 
that you will not have room enough for it.” 

             

            What happens after we tithe? We are blessed. I know people who have had unstable 
financial situations myself included that have gladly given just to be blessed later. God said it 
was so. No one has to be the truth for the truth to be true. Proverbs teaches a lot on the issue of 
money and giving.  The following reiterates the blessing of giving to the Lord. 

Proverbs 3:9-10 Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the first fruits of all your crops; then 
your barns will be filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine. 

            God’s Word teaches that those who gladly give to the Lord receive abundant blessings. 
But what happens if you are unable to give? Jesus watched an old lady with very little money 
give more than she could afford. He commented to the religious leaders of the time that the lady 
had given more with so little than they had with all their riches.  

How can that be? She gave with a glad heart to honor the Almighty.  

            Don’t we all want money and stuff? Sure we do. It’s the American way of life. Jesus said, 
(this is a bad paraphrase by the way) that we should look to the things of Heaven and not of the 
stuff of earth.  

            How much should we want then if we as Americans deny our lust for materialistic stuff?  
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Proverbs 30:8 Keep falsehood and lies far from me; give me neither poverty nor riches, but give 
me only my daily bread. 

            It is a good idea that we should desire only from God our daily bread. The bread is literal 
and symbolic of all our needs not necessarily our wants. We want so much, but God supplies our 
needs. We should neither want more or less than what we need. The rest will fall into place.  

            I hate to say it since I too have looked for Easy Street, but God’s Word is clear how a 
person is to attain wealth.  

Proverbs 21:5 Acquiring wealth takes diligent planning; anything less may end up in ruin. 

            Plan and put back for not just rainy days, but also when trouble floods. We must plan wisely 
how to spend our money not just for ourselves, but for our kids. If you don’t have kids, plan extra for 
when you might have ‘em or your retirement. Rest in the blessed hope of Christ’s grace, but at the 
time, be diligent toward future problems that can arise. Satan has no power over the believer, but he 
can throw snares. Trust always in the Lord and as He said, test him by your giving and see how you 
are blessed.   
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Christian Enough?  

            What does it mean to be Christian? Do you do enough good during the week to make up 
for missing Sunday? Do you list all the good things you do during the course of the day? Do you 
think you can work your way into Heaven? Do you show that you are a Christian because you 
drink the grape juice and eat the cracker at communion? Do you show off the scripture bracelets? 
Do you act Christian at church 100 percent of the time, but maybe not so much other places? Do 
people say to you, “I never thought you were Christian?” Do you know that Jesus died for you 
and the world because you can spout John 3:16 quicker than most auctioneers on a Saturday 
morning without giving thought to the words’ meaning? 

            If you answered yes to any of those questions, please hear the next set of words and listen 
to them. Jesus when speaking to the false teachers, the Pharisees, spoke in regard to their 
knowledge of God: 

“You have never heard his voice nor seen his form, nor does his word dwell in you, for you do 
not believe the one he sent. You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by them 
you possess eternal life. These are the Scriptures that testify about me, yet you refuse to come to 
me to have life.”  John 5:37-40  

            The Pharisees, like people today, simply could not believe on face value in faith alone 
that Jesus Christ is God’s Son, the Lord of all. Jesus flat tells them that they do not know God 
and that God’s Word, Jesus, according to John 1:1 does not live/dwell within them. Remember 
now that John 1:1 teaches that the Word was with God, the Word is God. The Word here is 
Christ. The reason the word does not dwell in them is as Christ said, “you do not believe the one 
he sent.” 

            So many people are too educated in liberal, secular views to accept the Gospel of Christ. 
Satan must love that despite hating all of us. We as a people have known the truth for years, and 
we still have people cursing His name, denying His authority, and dying without Him as Savior. 
Jesus said in 14:6 that the only way to God is through Him. If you are not with God for all 
eternity then where will you be? There should be a vacancy sign outside Hell for as many today 
that die without the Lord as their Savior. 

            Jesus continued by saying, “You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by 
them you possess eternal life.” The scriptures He refers to are the Old Testament laws and 
prophecies. “These are the Scriptures that testify about me, yet you refuse to come to me to have 
life.” Did you catch all that? The Old Testament prophesies the coming of the Lord from Genesis 
3:15 onward. To be correct, when God made man He said, “Let us make man in our image, in 
our likeness.” God isn’t bi-polar, okay. The pronoun us no doubt referred to himself and Christ. 
After the fall, Eve and Adam’s disobedience, God lays the smackdown on the serpent that is the 
devil, Satan in  

Genesis 3:15 
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“And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he 
will crush your head, and you will strike his heel." 

            Enmity by the way is ill will or hatred. So to paraphrase, there will be a great hatred, 
animosity, and ill will between you and the woman, the mother of mankind, some call her. Also 
there will be hate between your offspring and hers. If the serpent is Satan, then kiddos, we have a 
problem considering the offspring comment. Her offspring in a general sense if Eve is the mother 
of mankind refers to Christ. Makes you think about the clichéd saying, “son of Satan.” Anyway, 
I digress. The last line, “he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel" directly references 
the sacrifice of Christ.  

            Now back to John 5:40.  Jesus finished by saying, “yet you refuse to come to me to have 
life.” All Gospel preaching, Christ centered, faith/salvation preachers will tell you the same 
thing: Despite all the differences of good and bad folks in the world, really there are only two 
types: It is not a particular race, skin tone, Jew or Gentile. It is easier. The two types are the 
saved and the lost. The saved are Christians who have a personal relationship with Christ and 
strive daily as He instructs to carry the cross daily. The lost are those living without the Lord. 
They may be church members, good moms and dads, have a great credit report, but still doomed 
to Hell forever unless they accept Christ for who He really is. How do you tell the difference 
between the two if not by the WWJD bracelets, crucifix necklaces, and Christian tee shirts? As 
always, look to the Lord’s Word in John 13:35:   

“By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another." 

            Born again believers are new creations in Christ. The Holy Spirit, the third part of the 
Trinity, the Godhead dwells within us. We live according to His will. We love one as Christ 
loved us. If our outward actions do not reflect our inner change, then perhaps Christ is not as real 
to us as we thought. 
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WHAT CAN WE DO? 

            Should we desire to make God happy? It is kind of contrasting to ask that question if you 
think about it. As sinful flesh and bone, we cannot do anything to please God apart from 
believing that He sent His Son to die for our sins. Oh I gave the answer away. So if we admit our 
sins, believe in Him, and confess Him as God, we make God happy. So, if you are a Christian, 
what do you do as a Christian? Obviously you find a Christ centered church, and grow as a 
Christian. God’s Word is clear in teaching that salvation is for all who believe that Jesus is the 
Christ. Consider John 6:28-29: 

Then they asked him, "What must we do to do the works God requires?" Jesus answered, "The 
work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent." 

            Jesus did not say, “Call me a prophet.” He did not say, “Go your own way and we will 
meet in the middle. He said, “The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent." 

            To believe in Jesus, you have to believe, step out in faith 
and know that you know that you know in your heart down to 
your soul, that the Holy Bible is God’s love letter to His people, 
you must know that Christ is God, that He was born of a virgin, 
led a sinless life, healed the sick, prayed and taught the lost, fed 
over five thousand with a little fish and bread, turned water into 
wine, cleaned His Father’s house, raised the dead, walked on 
water, told Satan off, hung on the cross as Peter called it a tree 
for you and me, defeated hell, death, and the grave, rose on the 
third day, and is coming soon to take us home to glory, PRAISE 
BE TO GOD!  

            Christians today are caught up in materialistic dogma that truly isn’t worth two cents. 
“Well, my church says,” or “To go to Heaven, you got to do….” There is only one church body 
of Christ. We are His people. Our salvation rests in Him only. What did Jesus say concerning 
salvation? I have verses that really speak to my heart.  

John 6:37  

“All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never drive 
away.” 

            God Almighty, Jesus, the Son said, “whoever comes to me I will never drive away.” 
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            I cannot say anything about that other than  oh what precious love He has for us to not 
only give up what He did, but to reassure us that we are forever His. The last verse is so strong, 
I’ll end on it.  

John 10:28 I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of 
my hand. 
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Give me a J, E, S, U, S  

Jesus sure is something isn’t He? As a man, He sure was something special and that isn’t even 
mentioning Him as fully God. We can talk about how He lived a sinless life, withstood Satan’s 
temptation, taught peace, and every other good thing He accomplished. But, we are going to look 
at a few things Christ did at the end. Christ accomplished a few things while He sacrificed 
Himself for you and me on that cruel cross. First and foremost, He allowed Himself to suffer 
death for us. He paid our debt. He took all sin upon Himself. He died so that His children would 
live. So you are thinking what else more could He have done? One of the things He did along 
with saving us from Hell forever was He gave a promise to one of the two thieves that hang with 
Him. In case you do not know the story, here it is.  

LUKE 23:39-43 

The first thief mocked him saying, “If you are God, then save yourself and us.” The second thief 
defended Christ by asking the first, “Do you not fear God?” He went on to inform the first thief 
that they were justly punished, but Christ had done no wrong. The second thief asks Christ to 
remember him in the kingdom. Christ replied, “Today, you will be with me in paradise.”  

            After going through the beatings, the pain and torture, God in the flesh, promises a no 
good thief entry into paradise. It makes people angry you know. It makes people mad to think 
that a person can live a life neglecting the church, Jesus, maybe even their own family, and on 
the proverbial deathbed, repent, and gain entry into Heaven. First of all, Jesus says in Luke 15:10 

“In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one 
sinner who repents.” 

            We are taught that man is made lower than angels; however, the Christian is a new 
creation in Christ. If we are a new creation, a creation that is a temple that the Comforter, the 
Holy Spirit dwells within, how can we not rejoice when someone truly comes to know Jesus 
Christ as Savior, the only WAY, the only Truth, and the only Life? We don’t rejoice because we 
have not given ourselves to God totally. A Christian’s heart, the way of life is reflected by how 
real Christ is in our lives, from our devotions, to our church attendance, to our giving, to our day 
to day interactions, to our prayers, our words, and our thoughts. If you don’t think that is the 
case, do a character study. Observe some people for a few days. Pick someone who is not a 
Christian and someone who is. Watch how they react and interact during the day. You might be 
amazed.  

            The other thing that Jesus did while saving us from Hell and promising salvation to a 
thief was He honored The 10 Commandments. I want to look at Commandment 5 in Exodus 
chapter 20.  

Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the LORD your God is 
giving you. 
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            First of all Jesus honored His Father, God from day one by doing not His own will, but 
that of God the Father. Do you know how He honored Mary, his earthly mother?  

John Chapter 19, verses 25-27 

Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary 
Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, 
he said to his mother, “Dear woman, here is your son,” and to the disciple, “Here is your 
mother.” From that time on, this disciple took her into his home. 

            Not one of us could wear a crown of thorns today and suffer the beatings that Jesus went 
through not to mention the unthinkable pain of having nails driven through our hands and feet 
and still think of others. He promised a thief salvation because of the thief’s acknowledgement of 
Him as Savior, and Jesus honored His mother by having His boy, His disciple, John take her in 
as his own. From that time on, this disciple took her into his home.  

            The next time you pop off to your mom stop and think. Dying Jesus provided for her 
earthly needs as well as spiritual needs. Are we better than He? Of course not. Not everyone has 
a good mom. That’s true. Some mommies are drug heads, alcoholics, and abusers on many 
levels. Am I saying to treat them nice even though they may have been less than generous to 
you? No. Jesus said it and says it in His Living Word, THE BIBLE. Ken Freeman author of 
Rescued by the Cross had a rough way via his mom’s numerous boyfriends. Through the power 
of Christ’s redeeming blood, he came to forgive his mom for allowing the abuse. There is 
nothing Satan can do to us that Jesus Christ cannot heal. If you are a slave to the past, whether it 
is a past of abuse or hurt feelings, look to the Great I Am, the King of kings, the Lord of Hosts to 
heal the pain.  
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Matthew Chapter 10 Message 

 

MATTHEW 10:5-40 

These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: "Do not go among the Gentiles or 
enter any town of the Samaritans. 6 Go rather to the lost sheep of Israel. 7 As you go, proclaim 
this message: 'The kingdom of heaven has come near.' 8 Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse 
those who have leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have received, freely give.  

    9 "Do not get any gold or silver or copper to take with you in your belts— 10 no bag for the 
journey or extra shirt or sandals or a staff, for workers are worth their keep. 11 Whatever town or 
village you enter, search for some worthy person there and stay at that person's house until you 
leave. 12 As you enter the home, give it your greeting. 13 If the home is deserving, let your 
peace rest on it; if it is not, let your peace return to you. 14 If anyone will not welcome you or 
listen to your words, shake the dust off your feet when you leave that home or town. 15 Truly I 
tell you, it will be more bearable for Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that 
town.  

    16 "I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore be as shrewd as snakes and as 
innocent as doves. 17 Be on your guard; you will be handed over to the local councils and be 
flogged in the synagogues. 18 On my account you will be brought before governors and kings as 
witnesses to them and to the Gentiles. 19 But when they arrest you, do not worry about what to 
say or how to say it. At that time you will be given what to say, 20 for it will not be you 
speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you.  

    21 "Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child; children will rebel against their 
parents and have them put to death. 22 Everyone will hate you because of me, but those who 
stand firm to the end will be saved. 23 When you are persecuted in one place, flee to another. 
Truly I tell you, you will not finish going through the towns of Israel before the Son of Man 
comes.  

    24 "Students are not above their teacher, nor servants above their master. 25 It is enough for 
students to be like their teacher, and servants like their master. If the head of the house has been 
called Beelzebul, how much more the members of his household!  

    26 "So do not be afraid of them. There is nothing concealed that will not be disclosed, or 
hidden that will not be made known. 27 What I tell you in the dark, speak in the daylight; what is 
whispered in your ear, proclaim from the roofs. 28 Do not be afraid of those who kill the body 
but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 
29 Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground outside 
your Father's care. [b] 30 And even the very hairs of your head are all numbered. 31 So don't be 
afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.  



38 
 

    32 "Whoever publicly acknowledges me I will also acknowledge before my Father in heaven. 
33 But whoever publicly disowns me I will disown before my Father in heaven.  

    34 "Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I did not come to bring peace, 
but a sword. 35 For I have come to turn  
       " 'a man against his father,  
       a daughter against her mother,  
       a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law—  

    36 your enemies will be the members of your own household.' [c]  

    37 "Anyone who loves their father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; anyone who 
loves a son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 38 Whoever does not take up their 
cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 39 Whoever finds their life will lose it, and whoever 
loses their life for my sake will find it.  

    40 "Anyone who welcomes you welcomes me, and anyone who welcomes me welcomes the 
one who sent me.  

   

SADDLE UP!  

Message I over Matthew 10:5-40 

Matthew 10  

5These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: "Do not go among the Gentiles or 
enter any town of the Samaritans. 6 Go rather to the lost sheep of Israel. 7As you go, preach this 
message: 'The kingdom of heaven is near.' 8 Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who 
have leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have received, freely give. 9Do not take along any 
gold or silver or copper in your belts; 10 take no bag for the journey, or extra tunic, or sandals or 
a staff; for the worker is worth his keep.  

            Jesus chose His twelve to fulfill His earthly missions. What we just read are part of the 
instructions He gave them. Do not go among the Gentiles or enter any town of the Samaritans. 
Was Christ trying to leave gentiles out? Were they/we not good enough to receive the Gospel 
message? No, of course not. However, gentiles had to wait due to prophecies needing to be 
fulfilled. As you go, preach this message: 'The kingdom of heaven is near.' Christ’s instructions 
just prior to His re-entry ascension to Heaven known as the Great Commission are similar to this 
instruction. We, like His original 12, are to preach His gospel, His love, His Grace, and most 
definitely, His return.    

            Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons. Freely 
you have received, freely give. Could men do this? “But listen,” a non-believer, cries. Modern 
medicine can do all that stuff. People can be healed by antibiotics, CPR can bring someone back, 
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and leprosy is a thing of the past. Yes, modern medicine has made so many advances, my head 
hurts from thinking too much about it, but modern advances, tiny advances, anything and 
everything comes from the Grace of the Almighty. Christ’s believers know this. Freely you have 
received, freely give. Christians have no right to pick who is saved and who is lost. If we think 
that way, we buy into the “elect” concept and the words of Christ are made false. You really 
want to tell God Almighty, He is wrong? Jesus’ boys were given freely the power to do that He 
said. He told them to freely give. This means to all people open to Him. What do you mean open 
to Him? Jesus once explained to the false teachers that they did not understand Him because He 
was of God and they were of their father the devil. Being open to God is hearing the Word, 
believing the Word, and following the Word’s example.  

            Do not take along any gold or silver or copper in your belts; take no bag for the journey, 
or extra tunic, or sandals or a staff; for the worker is worth his keep. As Jesus taught when using 
the example of the flowers in the field and the birds, we go as He instructs, and we should rely, 
like His original 12, on God to provide for us.  

SADDLE UP!  

Message II over Matthew 10:5-40 

             

11"Whatever town or village you enter, search for some worthy person there and stay at his 
house until you leave. 12As you enter the home, give it your greeting. 13If the home is 
deserving, let your peace rest on it; if it is not, let your peace return to you. 14If anyone will not 
welcome you or listen to your words, shake the dust off your feet when you leave that home or 
town. 15 I tell you the truth, it will be more bearable for Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of 
judgment than for that town. 16 I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore be as 
shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves.  

 17"Be on your guard against men; they will hand you over to the local councils and flog you in 
their synagogues. 18 On my account you will be brought before governors and kings as 
witnesses to them and to the Gentiles. 19 But when they arrest you, do not worry about what to 
say or how to say it. At that time you will be given what to say, 20 for it will not be you 
speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you.  

            Continuing in Matthew chapter 5, let us examine verses 11-20. We have our orders. Now 
we must march. Whatever town or village you enter, search for some worthy person there and 
stay at his house until you leave.  Before addressing this verse, I want you to understand the 
word “worthy.” The disciples were not going to pick one house over another based on social 
class, best looking camel, or donkey, but they were going to use a different standard. Jesus 
answered many times that He had come to heal the sick not the righteous. If the Bible says there 
is none righteous before God, how can there be righteous? We are not righteous, we are like 
Isaiah says, like filthy rags. But, we are cleansed and transformed into saints when we believe 
that Jesus is the Christ, that He died for our sins and rose on the third day defeating hell, death, 
and the grave. So getting back to the worthy issue, the worthy person is the one who knows and 
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recognizes who Jesus really is. So go to a believer’s house and stay. Do not move from house to 
house.  

            12 As you enter the home, give it your greeting. 13 If the home is deserving, let your 
peace rest on it; if it is not, let your peace return to you. Peace is not just a state of mind. Jesus 
often said, “Peace be with you.” Go to a house of a worthy person, bring your peace with you. If 
they are peaceful stay, but if not, leave. If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words, 
shake the dust off your feet when you leave that home or town. In other words, let me say this. 
The disciples are traveling salesmen. They are selling Salvation through Jesus Christ at the price 
of FREE! If they go to a house that refuses to believe, do not be pushy and try to force yourself 
or the Christ down their throats. That truly reflects bad on us as a Christian people. When we 
witness door to door, we must be careful not to do that. We turn more people away from Christ 
by our intensity than we truly witness too. We must balance it out.  

            I tell you the truth, it will be more bearable for Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of 
judgment than for that town. We know that the Bible is true. I rest assured in that knowledge. 
One day every knee will bow. In the end, regardless of our commitment or lack thereof, the 
planet will know Jesus Christ is the Lord of All. What about those who are lost? What about the 
ones who refuse to talk to you when you attempt to witness? Look again at this verse: it will be 
more bearable for Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that town. In case we 
have forgotten, those places don’t exist anymore. Woe be a people who do not acknowledge the 
Lord God’s Grace. Hebrews teaches that is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the Living 
God.  

            I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore be as shrewd as snakes and as 
innocent as doves. Sheep, we are figuratively His sheep as He is our shepherd. The wolves are 
the ones who hate us. It’s okay though. Jesus said the world would hate us, but it was okay, 
because the world hated Him first. How sad that the very creation hates the creator. Therefore be 
as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves. We like the disciples are to show wisdom like the 
snake, but be innocent like the dove. The snake as Genesis teaches was the most subtle in the 
field prior to Satan using it. As Christians, we are to be of a sober mindset. We need to be serious 
in our study of God’s Word, but equally serious in living it. As Christians, we such be filled with 
peace as we are filled with the Holy Spirit. That’s the problem. We don’t think about the things 
we say. As Christians, we should say nothing or do anything that does not bring glory to the Lord 
Jesus.  

            "Be on your guard against men; they will hand you over to the local councils and flog 
you in their synagogues.” The world today does not acknowledge the name, existence, and deity 
of Christ. People talk of God, but they never associate the Trinity meaning Jesus is the Lord. 
Christians today are associated with zealots that say God hates so and so. Christians are thought 
to be prudes because we stand firm on the Word and live by the Word. In America we don’t 
really know anything about faith persecution. In the days that Jesus walked, people were beaten 
and killed for professing faith. Missionaries today hide and seek out those to share the Gospel.  

            On my account you will be brought before governors and kings as witnesses to them and 
to the Gentiles. 19 But when they arrest you, do not worry about what to say or how to say it. In 
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other words, we are brought before unbelievers of our faith, we must not depend upon our own 
understanding, but to trust to the Lord. Jesus said do not worry about what to say or how to say 
it. When you have to defend faith in Christ, do not rush to quote scripture without first praying to 
the Lord for guidance. Any scripture can be twisted to mean something it doesn’t. Look at the 
Scopes Monkey Trial for example. Anyway, when you speak of the faith in Christ focus on Him 
and not trust your own feelings as your feelings and temper can flare. At that time you will be 
given what to say, 20for it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking 
through you. Isn’t it a wonderful thing to know that Our Lord will guide us through the rough 
times.  

SADDLE UP!  

Message III over Matthew 10:5-40 

21"Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child; children will rebel against their 
parents and have them put to death. 22All men will hate you because of me, but he who stands 
firm to the end will be saved. 23When you are persecuted in one place, flee to another. I tell you 
the truth, you will not finish going through the cities of Israel before the Son of Man comes.  

            The name of Christ divides PEOPLE. As I have said earlier, no name divides more than 
Jesus Christ. “All men will hate you because of me,” Jesus said. John 15:18 records Jesus saying, 
“If the world hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it hated you.” We live in a free 
country where at the moment we still have the ability to worship Jesus. Who knows how long 
that will last considering the disintegration of the Christian character among the secular masses. 
Jesus said it more than once. If you are with Him, the world that is ruled by the prince of the air, 
Satan will be against you. Let us finish verse 22.  “But he who stands firm to the end will be 
saved.” A lot of critics and unbelievers love to say that verse 22 implies loss of salvation. That is 
not the case at all. God’s time and our time is not the same. The end refers to the final destruction 
of the holy city and ultimately His return. We cannot be Christians one second then the next not. 
Conviction from the Holy Spirit sees to that. When you are persecuted in one place, flee to 
another. Old Karate Kid saying: Best block for punch, is no be there. When we as Christians are 
persecuted, we should not wait for our deaths. Preach the Gospel, but as He teaches, take off 
when you are persecuted. I tell you the truth, you will not finish going through the cities of Israel 
before the Son of Man comes. This could refer to the apostles receiving the Comforter, the Holy 
Spirit on the day of Pentecost or it could refer to the grand finale, the Second Coming. Either 
way, let me tell you what it doesn’t mean: It doesn’t mean that this is a throwaway line for 
nonbelievers to use to their benefit. Scripture teaches that God doesn’t want anyone to perish. 
Again His timing is everything where our time is nothing.  

 24"A student is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master. 25It is enough for the 
student to be like his teacher, and the servant like his master. If the head of the house has been 
called Beelzebub,[c] how much more the members of his household!  

We live in a world where respect is a concept that most young do not grasp. So many have so 
little respect for elders, superiors, and instructors. This is what Jesus was explaining. We as 
Christians consider Jesus the master teacher among other things. It is enough for the student to 



42 
 

be like his teacher. Are we better than Jesus? Are we on the same level? No, of course not. It is 
better for us to be like the teacher, Jesus, the Lord of lords. So if we are like Jesus, everything 
should be perfect, right? Not so much. We know that. We have discussed how much the world 
truly hates its Creator. What can we expect from the world? If the head of the house has been 
called Beelzebub,[c] how much more the members of his household! Critics of Christ called Him 
the very devil. So if the Lord Himself was called Beelzebub, what should we expect if we are 
living the Christian life? That will be coming up next time. 

SADDLE UP!  

Message IV over Matthew 10:5-40 

 26"So do not be afraid of them. There is nothing concealed that will not be disclosed, or hidden 
that will not be made known. 27What I tell you in the dark, speak in the daylight; what is 
whispered in your ear, proclaim from the roofs. 28Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but 
cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 
29Are not two sparrows sold for a penny[d]? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart 
from the will of your Father. 30And even the very hairs of your head are all numbered. 31So 
don't be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.  

            Last time I asked what should we expect from the world when Jesus said he was called a 
devil. We know what to expect. We as Christians know that we will be condemned for our belief. 
How should we react? “So do not be afraid of them.” We should not fear because the Lord will 
take care of us. There is nothing concealed that will not be disclosed, or hidden that will not be 
made known. This statement is very similar to Jesus saying in regard to His return in John 
chapter 14, “if it were not so, I would have told you.”  Jesus has given us His Word. Whether He 
said it to His disciples or  inspired to the prophets of old, He has given us His wisdom to live by. 
27What I tell you in the dark, speak in the daylight; what is whispered in your ear, proclaim from 
the roofs.  

If we are real Christians that don’t play church when the doors are open, we will honor our Lord, 
the only Lord by taking His Word and gladly share with all people. Why are we not doing that? 
The answer is simple: We can say we love Him, but if our lives reflect anything other than glory 
to Him, we are not truly apart of His flock. See people say to that thought, “Don’t judge me. The 
Bible says not to judge.” It does, but one thing it does not say is it is okay to live with God. If we 
love Christ, people will see that love by our walk through life.  

            28Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of 
the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell. Are we going to doubt the God we 
supposedly serve? We are told to fear the One, meaning the Lord God Almighty that can destroy 
us in hell. The wording is unique here folks. An entire sermon could be devised on this wording 
of hell. The soul and the body in hell. Geographically speaking the soul and the body both will 
be destroyed not in limbo, the grave, but hell. Hmm.   
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29Are not two sparrows sold for a penny[d]? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart 
from the will of your Father. 30And even the very hairs of your head are all numbered. 31So 
don't be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.  

            These verses are very reassuring and distressing in the same breath. We are told how 
sparrows do not fall to the ground apart from the will of God. It is safe to say that due to our 
human nature, even the strongest in faith will have moments maybe not so much doubt, but 
rather questions as to the will of God. People ask, “Why?” all the time. Why me, why her, why 
can’t I have kids, Why did I have kids? Why did she have to die? Why did the cancer come 
back? The only thing harder than explaining the will of God to an unbeliever is explaining the 
will of God to believers. So the question presents itself, “How do we live as Christians when the 
will of God for our life and those close to us seems unfair, cold, and distant?” The answer is 
simple in my mind. The answer lies within faith. The Bible says to trust not in our own 
understanding, but trust the Lord.  

            Here is an example: How could the death of an innocent child ever be the will of a loving 
God? King David and Bathsheba’s son died shortly after birth. The child died because of the sin 
David committed. Is tragedy a consequence of sin? Possibly, but not always. After the child died, 
David, who had prayed and fasted, clean himself up and ate. His people asked him why he 
cleaned up and ate. He told them that he would go to his child. His faith in God was stronger 
than ever. The death of his son allowed David to  demonstrate his faith in God. Why today do so 
many young, precious ones suffer with cancer and other diseases? I don’t know. I do know 
without a doubt that the will of God whatever the reason despite my limited understanding will 
be done.  

            Is tragedy always the consequence of sin? No. Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son, the 
Son of Man lived a sinless life yet died a sinner’s death for us. His tragedy became our triumph. 
God in the flesh demonstrated His true love for us and his unequaled supremacy over life and 
death reigned that day at Cavalry.  

SADDLE UP!  

Message V over Matthew 10:5-40 

32"Whoever acknowledges me before men, I will also acknowledge him before my Father in 
heaven. 33But whoever disowns me before men, I will disown him before my Father in heaven.  

            This is real simple to understand here. If we in today’s terminology say to the Lord, “I 
got your back, JC,” we can know that The Lord God Almighty will again in today’s slang, “Have 
our back when we face the Father.” The verse is simple to read, but it is something else to 
follow.   

            We fail to acknowledge God every time we allow our family members, peers, and co-
workers use language in our presence that is wrong. We fail to acknowledge God when we think 
negative thoughts about our enemies, loved ones and everyone else. We fail to acknowledge, see 
where this is going. We all fail daily unless we live as John the Baptist in the woods eating bugs 



44 
 

and honey. Yet we go on. Seriously, if we deny Him now in life, He said He will deny us in front 
of the Father. Remember that Jesus also said as recorded in John chapter 14:6 "I am the way and 
the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” Please understand that 
there is no other way to spend eternity with God in Heaven apart from Jesus Christ.  

34"Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I did not come to bring peace, 
but a sword. 35 For I have come to turn  
   " 'a man against his father,  
      a daughter against her mother,  
   a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law -  
    36a man's enemies will be the members of his own household.'”  

I did not come to bring peace, but a sword. Wait! But Jesus was a peaceful man that did not like 
violence liberals scream. Jesus Christ, God in the flesh, is, was and will be the same God of 
Abraham and Jacob as He is to you and me. What sword is He talking about? Jesus said He came 
to bring a sword. The sword is a part of the full armor of God Paul writes about in Ephesians. It 
is the same sword found with Christ in Revelation upon His coming to destroy the evil.  

I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful 
and True. With justice he judges and makes war. 12 His eyes are like blazing fire, and on his 
head are many crowns. He has a name written on him that no one knows but he himself. 13 He is 
dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his name is the Word of God. 14 The armies of heaven 
were following him, riding on white horses and dressed in fine linen, white and clean. 15 
Coming out of his mouth is a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations.  

            When the King of kings returns to finish the game so to speak, He will not be a meek 
servant. I get chills reading the return. Oh my Lord, praise be to God, we serve a truly awesome 
God that has given Himself for us. I’m glad I don’t have to stand on the opposing team’s side 
when the Lion of Judah Jesus Christ returns.  

For I have come to turn a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, a daughter-in-
law against her mother-in-law - a man's enemies will be the members of his own household. 
37"Anyone who loves his father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; anyone who loves 
his son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; 

            Jesus Christ lived a peaceful life as a man. But again, if we remember that we as 
Christians are to live our lives 24/7, 365 says a year for Christ’s glory, then we know that the 
Lord deserves nothing but our best worship. As His children, we must put our devotion to Christ 
before anything else. If we do not, then how can we live with ourselves knowing in our hearts 
that we have truly cheated God Almighty? I love my children and my wife. But they too are 
destined like all of us to die. After I take my last breath, I’ll be face to face with eternity and the 
Living God. If I cannot say to Him, “Father, I put you first in my life,” woe to me and anyone 
else that did not truly acknowledge the Lamb of God.   

 38and anyone who does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 39Whoever finds 
his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.  



45 
 

            Does Jesus want us as Christians to come to worship, mumble a few hymns, throw our 
two cents in the offering plate, close our eyes and pretend to pray? No. Anyone who does not 
take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. We are to take the cross and follow Him. We 
as His people should follow Him wherever He leads whether it be to mission work, ministry 
roles, or whatever. To be Christian is more than just acknowledging God, we have to follow 
Christ daily. Look at Luke’s gospel in chapter 9: 

23 Then he said to them all: "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up 
his cross daily and follow me. 24 For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever 
loses his life for me will save it. 25 What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, and yet 
lose or forfeit his very self? 26 If anyone is ashamed of me and my words, the Son of Man will 
be ashamed of him when he comes in his glory and in the glory of the Father and of the holy 
angels.  

            Am I saying sell everything and abandon all your current responsibility? No. I am saying 
that we as Christians must act when God call us. Our lives are to Him and Him alone. You shall 
have no other Gods before me should come to mind right about now.  

v. 40 "Anyone who welcomes you welcomes me, and anyone who welcomes me welcomes the 
one who sent me.” 

            How reassuring is that line if ever you have doubted your walk with Christ, your work for 
His kingdom? “Anyone who welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me.” 

We are welcomed by God through belief in His son, the very same, only Son He allowed to die 
so that our sin debt would be paid.  

Precious Father, I pray that these words today have touched a heart that needed to hear them or 
read them. Oh Lord, I thank you for the gift of eternal life through your Son’s sacrifice. Father I 
pray for the lost that do not know your love and those who have not yet tasted Your grace. Father 
I pray that they hear you knocking at the door of their heart. Lord, I pray that they look to you for 
salvation and that they realize the need they have for you. Lord, I pray that you find your 
children faithful and ever growing in your Word. May we bring glory to Your name by the words 
of our mouths and the actions we do in our bodies. I pray others see your Grace, Love, and 
Desire to be with us all. Forgive us when we fail you of Father. In Christ’s precious, atoning, 
righteous name, Amen.  
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TOP 10 REVIEW  

I once had an attorney pal tell me that The Commandments were not the basis of law as 
we know it today. Considering the culture in which we live, she may be correct. The world in 
which we live today is a world where murderers walk away serving little to no jail time. It is a 
world where sex dominates the airwaves and hallways. Christians are branded "Jesus Freaks" if 
we tell young people abstinence is the only way to practice safe sex for unmarried couples. 
Today we will look at those ten rules that cause liberal’s and atheists’ blood pressure to rise. This 
is the point where someone screams out, "Separation of church and state!" My only reply is 
"Separation of the Soul from God." Even if The Commandments weren’t from God, don’t you 
think they are good rules to follow? If we did not adhere to these particular rules, why we would 
have a world full of envious, lusting, blaspheming, murderers worshipping all things under the 
sun except the true Son of Man. Oh. Well, perhaps we should review what God gave to Moses.  

After giving The Commandments, Moses said in Exodus 20:20: "Do not be afraid. God 
has come to test you, so that the fear of God will be with you to keep you from sinning." 
Remember the fear of God because we will revisit that later. Let us now look at number one.  

  

I. "I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. You 
shall have no other gods before me."  

Strike one already. Today the world worships statues, celebrities, nature, animals, 
faceless gods whose followers hate cartoonists, and even politicians. There is no surprise that 
God should come first. He will not be denied, folks. The Bible teaches that on the final day, 
every knee will bow and the tongues will confess Him as Lord. If we place God first everything 
in our life will fall into place, as it should. Having no other gods means, we do not replace the 
Almighty with music, TV, planets, movie stars, or anything that decreases His place in our lives. 
Number one applies to us and the very enemy of God. Prior to beginning His earthly ministry, 
Jesus Christ, God in the flesh had a few words with Satan. Jesus fasted forty days and nights in 
the wilderness. Satan tempted Christ three times. Each time The Lord of Hosts responded the 
same way.  

Matthew 4:10 

Jesus said to him, "Away from me, Satan! For it is written: 'Worship the Lord your God, and 
serve him only.'" 

Satan for those of you keeping score has already lost to the King of kings. Game, set, and 
match.  

II. "You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the 
earth beneath or in the waters below. You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the 
LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third 
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and fourth generation of those who hate me, 6 but showing love to a thousand {generations} of 
those who love me and keep my commandments.  

Many folks will argue that number II means wearing crucifixes and having pictures of 
Christ. I see it as an example of the worship of the golden calf that was made when Moses was 
with God. Simply put, do not worship anything other than the one true Living God.  

III. You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not hold anyone 
guiltless who misuses his name. 

I have. I feel sick about it. Do not cuss using God’s name. Plainly the Word teaches that 
using foul language is not acceptable, but using the Lord’s name is truly not the thing to do. How 
many of you have said, "Oh my God"? Or maybe you have said, "I swear to God." We say, 
"Jesus Christ" when we are shocked, right? It’s all misuse folks.  

Matthew 5:34 

Jesus says, "But I tell you, Do not swear at all: either by heaven, for it is God's throne." 

IV. "Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your 
work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, 
neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your manservant or maidservant, nor your animals, 
nor the alien within your gates. For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the 
sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the 
Sabbath day and made it holy." 

Oh me. Some go to church on Sunday, Saturday, Thursday, any day that ends in Y. Paul 
wrote that it is useless to argue about foolishness, um, genealogies, and such. We, God’s 
children, the ones who have accepted Christ’s sacrifice, slap God in the face and spit in the nail 
scarred hands of Christ when we bicker over what day is holier than the other. Jesus on more 
than one occasion performed miracles and healed on the Sabbath. He responded to the critics by 
saying and this is paraphrased by the way, "The Lord is the Sabbath." If we truly are His people, 
His children, if His Holy Spirit dwells in us, we will do as He said and, "Keep my 
Commandments." People gotta eat. Folks have to work on a Sunday sometimes to feed the kids 
and pay the bills. No one that is a true Christian will look down on you. As I said, Christ did a lot 
on the Sabbath. Here is a specific example stemming from Luke 15. Jesus saves a man on the 
Sabbath.  

Luke 15 tells the parable of the lost sheep. Christ spoke to the Pharisees and the law 
teachers saying, "Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them. Does he not 
leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it?"    

Christ goes on to say that after the lost is found, the owner would be joyful calling his 
friends.  
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"I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who 
repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent."  

V. "Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the LORD your 
God is giving you."  

"But I don’t have great parents! My mom blah blah blah." In a perfect world, every dad 
would pray with his children and the mom would have read bedtime stories. The reality of this 
world is cold and sometimes cruel. Our world is one where parents abuse their own children. 
How can you honor your mother and father if they are abusing you? The only answer I can give 
you is that God’s power to heal is not limited. I have known many victims that through prayer 
and understanding God’s will for them have forgiven bad parents. God did not and has not 
forgotten you. If you are reading this or hearing these words and are a victim, know that your 
perfect heavenly father, The Lord God Almighty has the power to release you from the pain if 
only you look to and accept Jesus Christ as Savior.  

VI. "You shall not murder."  

I have done my research. I could write about the original Greek meanings and such, but 
here is the deal: DON’T WALK AROUND KILLING FOLKS! Look at the following verses in 
Exodus 21.  

Verses 12 and 14: "Anyone who strikes a man and kills him shall surely be put to death. If a man 
schemes and kills another man deliberately, take him away from my altar and put him to death." 

The media in general glorifies Killing and death. Whether it is videogames, music, or the 
action hero killing the bad guys, we are saturated with gory images galore. Most, not all, but 
most hip hop, beat a drum rap crap talks about, What cha get/ gun gun/ bang a bang/dead yea/yea 
dead. Murdering someone is viewed as an okay way of life for most inner city kids. Take a look 
at any juvenile court caseload. The rise in crime including murders committed by young kids is 
on the rise. You do not have to physically extinguish the life force of someone to kill them. Jesus 
is speaking in Matthew Chapter 5.  

Matthew 5:22  

But I tell you that anyone who is angry with his brother will be subject to judgment. Again, 
anyone who says to his brother, 'Raca,' is answerable to the Sanhedrin. But anyone who says, 
'You fool!' will be in danger of the fire of hell. 

In other words, holding a grudge against someone is the same as murder. So it is kinda 
like that song, Live and Let Live.  
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VII. "You shall not commit adultery."  

Sex. It is everywhere. It sells everything from body spray to candy bars. People say in 
regards to sex and nakedness, "Looking ain’t hurtin’ anything." That is what you say. Let us look 
at what Jesus says in Matthew chapter 5:28 

"But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with 
her in his heart." 

To the single person: Do not look for love in all the wrong places. Admiring a person’s 
physical beauty is not wrong by any means. However, when sinful flesh allows lustful thoughts 
to roam, sin happens.  

Married people: Your marriage is a testament to God’s sovereign power. Wedding vows 
are taken in front of God. Remember the part about, "What God have brought together, let no 
man tear asunder"? Looking leads to thoughts. Thoughts lead to actions. Actions equal 
heartbreak in a marriage.  

VIII. "You shall not steal." 

Download any music today with a fee? Burn a DVD without paying for it? "What’s the 
big deal?" The big deal is God said, "DO NOT STEAL." What is the difference between taking 
money from someone at gunpoint and taking something off the internet without paying? No 
matter how defense attorneys and spin masters spin it, theft is theft.  

IX. You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor." 

Everyone lies according to the world. The Word of God says in Matthew 12:36: But I tell 
you that men will have to give account on the Day of Judgment for every careless word they 
have spoken. 

Let us add some finality to the lying concept. Revelation chapter 21: 

"It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To him who is thirsty I 
will give to drink without cost from the spring of the water of life. 7He who overcomes will 
inherit all this, and I will be his God and he will be my son. 8But the cowardly, the unbelieving, 
the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practice magic arts, the idolaters and all 
liars—their place will be in the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the second death." 

X. "You shall not covet your neighbor's house. You shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or his 
manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor." 

We must have the best forget about the rest. We have to have more than our neighbors or 
we just can stand it, right? We keep buying in excessive regardless of whether we need it or not. 
We are what we have according the world, but here is what the Word says in Luke 12:15:  
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Then he said to them, "Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man's 
life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions." 

We should truly be content with what we have.  

The fear of God Moses talked about is the last idea to consider. Fearing God is not, "Boo! Fear 
me!" The fear is associated with reverence and glory to the Almighty. Job said, 'The fear of the 
Lord—that is wisdom, and to shun evil is understanding.'"  

If we just look to the Lord and lean not to our own understanding which is foolishness in 
the sight of the Lord (1 Corinthians 3:19) we will live fuller lives and receive more blessings 
than we can count.  
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Forgiving Jesus 

This story is the one that lost people and “Christians” love to use as their sounding board, 
the one that more people quote incorrectly, and used to justify sinful behavior. Two quotes that 
come to my mind in reference to this story are “Don’t you judge me” and “Go on and cast the 
first stone!”  

Today we see one of the many ways the Pharisees attempted to trap, trick, and smear the 
very God, Jesus Christ, the Son of Man, who created all things.  

John 8:1-11 

But Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. Early in the morning He came again into the temple, and 
all the people were coming to Him; and He sat down and began to teach them. The scribes and 
the Pharisees brought a woman caught in adultery, and having set her in the center of the court, 
they said to Him, "Teacher, this woman has been caught in adultery, in the very act.  "Now in the 
Law Moses commanded us to stone such women; what then do You say?"  They were saying 
this, testing Him, so that they might have grounds for accusing Him. But Jesus stooped down and 
with His finger wrote on the ground. But when they persisted in asking Him, He straightened up, 
and said to them, "He who is without sin among you, let him be the first to throw a stone at her." 
Again He stooped down and wrote on the ground. When they heard it, they began to go out one 
by one, beginning with the older ones, and He was left alone, and the woman, where she was, in 
the center of the court. Straightening up, Jesus said to her, "Woman, where are they? Did no one 
condemn you?" She said, "No one, Lord." And Jesus said, "I do not condemn you, either. Go 
From now on sin no more." 

As the scripture says, Jesus was teaching the people. The Pharisees bring a woman who 
was caught in the act of adultery. They quote the Law to Christ, again the very One Who created 
the Law. "Now in the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women; what then do You say?" 
The Law is found in several places.  

Leviticus 20:10   

If there is a man who commits adultery with another man's wife, one who commits adultery with 
his friend's wife, the adulterer and the adulteress shall surely be put to death. 

Jesus as the scripture read knew their evil desires and turned the tables on them. "He who 
is without sin among you, let him be the first to throw a stone at her." The Pharisees hated Jesus 
because He was a threat to their power. He was not who they wanted as the Messiah. Look at 
what happened next. When they heard it, they began to go out one by one, beginning with the 
older ones, and He was left alone, and the woman, where she was, in the center of the court. 
Even though they hated Jesus, not one of them picked a stone from the ground. His words had 
pierced their hearts. So God in the flesh is standing with an adulterous sinner. This is where 
people wrapped up in lust and other sinful activity cry out, “See Jesus won’t judge me,” or “Only 
my God can judge me,” and or, “Jesus allowed the woman to live!” First of all, Jesus Christ, the 
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Savior, the Son is our Mediator to God the Father. Jesus had a few comments about the J word 
known as judgment.  

Matthew 25:21  

Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire 
prepared for the devil and his angels.’ 

Matthew 7:21-23  

Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who 
does the will of my Father who is in heaven. Many will say to me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did 
we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?' 
Then I will tell them plainly, 'I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!' 

“Only my God can judge me.” This statement is true. However, God’s children, we who 
are Christians are not to judge others, but we are to stand firm in the faith and stand true to His 
Word, His teachings, His will. If we do not stand firm in the faith, we fall.  

Isaiah 7:9 

“If you will not believe, you surely shall not last." 

“Jesus allowed the woman to live!” He did. But most people who love to tell 
Christians not to judge always forget what Jesus said at the end. After the would be 
rockers left, Jesus speaks to her. "Woman, where are they? Did no one condemn 
you?" Everyone is gone. "I do not condemn you, either.” So there it, right? Jesus 
allowed fornication to go on without punishment! No. Jesus had one final comment. 
“Go From now on sin no more."  

Jesus spared this woman’s sin just like He did upon the cross as He spared us 
from eternity in Hell. The woman was given a personal encounter with the one true, 
Living God complete with mercy, compassion, love, and grace. She was told to sin no 
more. Sound familiar? As born again believers, do we not receive the very same 
mercy the woman received? Do we not die to the sinful nature when the Holy Spirit 
fills our life? Do we not begin life anew in Christ after accepting Him as Savior? If 
the commitment to Him is real, our lives are filled with the Holy Spirit, and while we 
are still flesh that is prone to sin, we are saints in God’s eyes. We go as He instructed 
and sin no more. 

Romans 8:1 

“Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” 
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We will as Christ said GO AND SIN NO MORE if we are truly His children. If 
we do not allow the very Spirit of God to lead us, then we truly are cheating Jesus. We 
mock His sacrifice. Paul asked the folks why they submitted to the world after 
knowing Christ as Savior.  

 

Colossians 2:20 

Since you died with Christ to the basic principles of this world, why, as though you still 
belonged to it, do you submit to its rules? 

Jesus Christ died for you. He died so that you could live eternally with the Father. He 
died and rose again on the third day. If you believe this, ask the Lord into your heart. Allow Him 
to be your Savior. All you have to do is pray, repent, and acknowledge your need for Jesus. Ask 
Him into your heart and see the blessings abound.  

Dear God, I know that I have sinned, but I believe Jesus Christ died on the cross to 
forgive me. I receive Christ as THE ONLY WAY to salvation. I am willing to turn from my sin. 
Please forgive me of my sin and give me eternal life. In Christ’s holy name, Amen.” 

Does this prayer express the desires of your heart? If it does, pray the prayer now. Christ 
will enter your heart with eternal life.   

Despite what others say, NO ONE can take eternal life away from you once Christ has 
entered your life. 

“My sheep hear My voice, and I know them and they follow me. I give eternal life to 
them, and they shall never perish; and no one shall snatch them out of My hands.”  
John 10:27-28 
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www.Hisspace.com  

  

Websites like myspace, facebook, knowallmyfriends, and itsme.com are fine websites if 
used correctly. I made up the last couple of sites, but anyway here is the point. Myspace is used 
as a tool to reach people (long lost friends) as well as a way to meet new folks. I see nothing 
wrong with that part. It can be a place for Christians to witness to others. However, it is not all 
roses. Predators use myspace to lurk and lure young folks into a cesspool of evil, darkness, and 
pain. These people have not the first ounce of goodness.  

What’s the difference between a monster using myspace to destroy young folks and 
people posting curse words, sexual images, or thoughts? You may say that is an unfair question, 
but wait, let me clarify. The person posting the curse words, sexual images/thoughts, and overall 
questionable content lists under religion-Christian (meaning they are Christians). The difference 
between the two: not much!  

You may be thinking, "How dare you say that!"  

My response is, "How dare you think it! How dare you, if you are a Christian, not be 
offended!"  

I have always tried to be a straight shooter on who Christians are. Let me do a brief recap 
of who Christians aren’t. Oh, but you do that and you are judging someone! We all know that 
Jesus said not to judge. Okay, I am not judging individual people. I am however going to stand 
firm on Christ’s teachings and speak of the hypocritical stance we "Christians" take when we 
choose what scriptures are true today based on our mood.  

Christians do not worship God the Father just when we are happy and all is well. 
Christians do not turn others away. Christians do not look down on others for dressing, 
speaking, and looking a certain way. Christians do not let opportunities to witness slip 
away. Christians do not say children are choices. 

Sounds like we have some work to do, huh? Once we are saved by God’s Grace, we no 
longer should live our lives for ourselves. We live to serve Him as He lived as a man to serve us. 
Missionaries are true examples of this concept. They give up virtually everything to spread the 
Gospel of Christ to a people many times over that try to kill them daily. So what new excuse are 
we going to use not to talk to our family, neighbors, and friends about His saving Grace?  

You mean to say that as Christians, we live for Christ? True Christians do, the washed in 
the blood of Christ Christians do, the real Christians, who feel conviction from the Holy Spirit 
do. Do not take my word for it. Look at what God says about it:  

I CORINTHIANS 3:16 Don't you know that you yourselves are God's temple and that God's 
Spirit lives in you? 
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2 Corinthians 5:14,15 For the love of Christ controls us, having concluded this, that one died for all, 
therefore all died; and He died for all, so that they who live might no longer live for themselves, but for 
Him who died and rose again on their behalf.  

  

So you are God’s temple, and you abuse it physically and spiritually. By the way, I am 
guilty of the physical abuse. One too many pieces of Devil’s Food Cake. As Christians, His 
children, we must put our own selves away as we are new creations in Him, and pursue a life of 
abundant joy resting in His Grace, living to please Him, by glorifying His name and spreading 
His Gospel to the lost. As Christians, when we use myspace, interact with others, think thoughts, 
and speak words, we should remember that we do truly represent the God we serve.  

The only thing worse than doing evil in the sight of the Lord while we call ourselves 
"Christians" is to become complacent and think of His sacrificial death as an afterthought. John 
wrote in Revelation of Jesus Christ’s message to the lukewarm church Laodicea, "I know your 
deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the other! So, because you 
are lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I am about to spit you out of my mouth." 

What a sad declaration it is when God’s people continue to run amuck without thinking 
of Him. The Israelites in any of the Old Testament scriptures constantly complained and fell 
back into old pagan ways, and God, the only living, merciful Lord Almighty gave them as He 
does us countless chances. Make no mistake. The Lord God, Jesus Christ said He would return in 
a time known only to the Father. When He returns, may He find clean temples that are serving 
Him gladly. In this digital age, we should not log on to myspace, but rather we are 
www.hisspace.com . God bless.  
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TREES, FRUIT, AND STUFF  

                What do trees, fruits, and Jesus have in common?  Worldly, secular people say that 
Jesus was just a man. Nature lovers may say that the tree and fruit represent  a blossoming 
peace between mother earth and a wind god to the ninth power. Maybe. But if you are a 
Christian that spends time in God’s Word, faithfully praying and studying you know the Truth. 
Let us look at the living words of Christ first from Matthew then Luke.  

Matthew 7:15-20 

"Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep's clothing, but 
inwardly they are ferocious wolves. 16By their fruit you will recognize them. 
Do people pick grapes from thorn bushes, or figs from thistles? 17Likewise 
every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. 18A good 
tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. 19Every 
tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 
20Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them.” 

          Jesus  says to watch out for those false prophets. Why do you suppose He said that? 
Listen folks, the world would have us believe that it is  full of different people. It is not. There 
are only two types of people in our world; those who are saved by faith alone in Christ and 
those who deny Christ. False prophets in my opinion can be anyone from a preacher preaching 
salvation through any means other than belief in Christ to anyone putting anything  or anyone 
above Christ.  They come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are 
ferocious wolves. 16By their fruit you will recognize them. Something that looks 
 harmless like a sheep as Christ taught but causes despair, hmm. King David looked upon 
another’s wife. He just looked, no harm done right? Wrong. David’s looking at another man’s 
wife ultimately lead to David having the man killed and the death of the first born child born of 
adultery.  Another example is illegal downloading of music or programs. Another example is 
well, anything that is a part of God’s will. Sin looks appetizing. That’s why it is temptation, folks. 
Sin looks pretty on the outside, but is rotten on the inside just as it is a wolf waiting to devour 
us all. So what’s the deal with the fruit comment?  

By their fruit you will recognize them. Jesus told his disciple that they would be 
recognized by the world because of the love they have for one another. The fruit Jesus speaks 
of isn’t an orange, a pear, or an apple. The fruit is the very realization of our faith in the Living 
God. Even non-believers will recognize the love of Him who they say doesn’t exist in Christians 
if we truly abide in the spirit of the Lord. Translation, if we treat others as Christ treated us, it 
will not go unnoticed. By that same token, we as Christians who walk in the light of Christ will 
not be deceived by the darkness with the false prophets.  
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18A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. 
19Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the 
fire. 20Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them.” 

                Remember earlier I said there are only two types of people; saved and not saved. 
Christ used the tree metaphor. As Christians, we bear good fruit. If we say we are Christians, yet 
we bear bad fruit, we are not truly His. Now before  I’m labeled a hate filled hypocrite that 
judges others, I offer that I am not. The fire is not something to take lightly. Salvation in Christ is 
secure because He said so. So the only ones thrown into the fire will be those who are one with 
the Lord. Again, Christians who are true in their walk with God will produce everlasting fruit.  

LUKE 6:43-49 

 43"No good tree bears bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good fruit. 44Each 
tree is recognized by its own fruit. People do not pick figs from thorn bushes, 
or grapes from briers. 45The good man brings good things out of the good 
stored up in his heart, and the evil man brings evil things out of the evil 
stored up in his heart. For out of the overflow of his heart his mouth speaks.  
Not a whole lot can be added to this. Our lives, thoughts, and overall actions will represent that which we hold 
most dear.  

        God in the Garden of Eden asked Adam a rhetorical question. God asks 
in Genesis 3:9, “Adam where are you?” See now, God knows everything. It 
is a flawed argument to protest the fact that God knows all because the 
foolish man’s actions and thoughts constantly lead to ruin. Anyway, God 
asks Adam where he is and then after Adam explains he hid because he 
heard God in the garden and he knew he was naked. God continues to ask 
the questions that He already knows the answers to. Jesus, God in the flesh 
asks the same kind of questions.    

 46"Why do you call me, 'Lord, Lord,' and do not do what I say? Why do so 
many people living sinful lives place the mantle, the label of Christian upon themselves? The 
answer is simple. Our world is a feel good place. As long as you feel good, it’s all good. Just 
because it feels good, doesn’t mean it is right. A person cannot call themselves a soldier and not 
follow the direct commands of the lead general.   

47I will show you what he is like who comes to me and hears my words and 
puts them into practice. 48He is like a man building a house, who dug down 
deep and laid the foundation on rock. When a flood came, the torrent struck 
that house but could not shake it, because it was well built.  

        It does not matter if a person is six or sixty when they call on Jesus. 
Salvation comes through Christ alone regardless of age. The foundation laid 
on rock is the base of our faith in Christ alone. The rock is Jesus. Life sucks. 
Surprised? If you aren’t living in the pot of gold at the end of the rainbow, 
you know life sucks at times. Murders, rapes, disease, bills, dial up internet 



59 
 

all hit us where we live. Jesus explained to his disciples that the world would 
be a rough place, trouble would come against those who follow Him. But you 
know what? If we build the foundation, our faith in Christ, trust in Him, we 
will be able to withstand the world’s flood of pain. Our trust in Christ must 
be real, it must be built from the ground up. That means we as new 
believers must start slow, but ingest God’s spiritual Word daily. What 
happens to those who deny the Lord?   

49But the one who hears my words and does not put them into practice is 
like a man who built a house on the ground without a foundation. The 
moment the torrent struck that house, it collapsed and its destruction was 
complete." 

        People die every day. Before this thought is finished, two people will 
have died. One goes to Christ, the other to hell. Hell was made for those 
who reject God. Originally, Satan and those who follow him. Question: Hey 
who follows Satan?  Answer: Anyone who isn’t following God. Where are you 
today? Are you a tree that bears good fruit? Are you or have you built your 
foundation on the rock? When the floods of life come, where will you be? 
Who will look to?  
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MAGIC THE GATHERING 

This message is not just for the good inhabitants of Perry County, but to Christians 
everywhere. Since 1993, a cancerous evil has been brewing and subtlety influencing scores of 
teenagers and young adults in the name of strategy and role playing.  Mathematician Richard 
Garfield created Magic The Gathering as a role playing card game where players represent 
sorcerers and try to eliminate their adversaries. They use various color coded cards that represent 
different types of magic.” Will everyone who plays this game become addicted to it and look to 
things of the occult? Saying yes to that would be the same as saying everyone who takes a sip of 
alcohol will be become an alcoholic. Some will argue that an individual’s personality plays into 
how much they play; however, this game represents evil. Christian people should not associate 
with this game in any form. Let me share just one example of a card. The Kjeldoran Dead card is 
covered in skeletons and the quote, “They shall kill those whom once they loved.” I am not 
going to listen to someone’s justification of their involvement in anything that The Bible speaks 
against. I am not judging that person, but Christians as God’s people should stand firm in the 
faith. As Proverbs 3:5-6 teaches, "Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own 
understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make you paths straight." Magic 
The Gathering is not your granddaddy’s magic act so to speak.   

Ephesians 6:10-12 

Finally be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armor of God so that you 
can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, 
but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against 
the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.    

        Magic The Gathering is a scheme from the devil. Satan brought forth the fall of mankind 
with a piece of fruit. How many souls do you think he has stolen and led astray in the name of 
strategy? A lot of folks will use the argument that they have played and turned out fine. A lot, 
who play however, place their belief, their faith in the cards, deny Christ’s deity, die and spend 
eternity in Hell.   The Bible is clear Christians are to steer clear from the occult: 

Deuteronomy 18:10-12 

Let no one be found among you who sacrifices his son or daughter in the fire, who practices 
divination or sorcery, interprets omens, engages in witchcraft, 11 or casts spells, or who is a 
medium or spiritist or who consults the dead. 12 Anyone who does these things is detestable to 
the LORD, and because of these detestable practices the LORD your God will drive out those 
nations before you. 

  

            Anyone who does these things is detestable to the Lord. Regardless of whether you 
believe it or not, we did not evolve from a single cell amoeba, we did not happen by accident, 
The Living God created us all. I, FOR ONE, WILL NOT engage as a Christian in anything that 
would make me detestable to the Lord that sacrificed Himself for me. Will you?  

            Are you a Christian that deals in Magic The Gathering? If you are, allow me to pose the 
same question as Jesus, The Lord God Almighty as recorded in Matthew 16:26. “For what will it 



61 
 

profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what will a man give in 
exchange for his soul?” In other words, how can you walk with God if you are involved with 
things that are not of God? Christians are instructed via The Great Commission to educate and 
spread Christ’s Gospel to the entire world. Christians are not to hang out with those who are 
considered unbelievers. Before you think I am judging, take a look at the God’s Word.  

2 Corinthians 6:14-17 

14Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do righteousness and wickedness have in 
common? Or what fellowship can light have with darkness? 15What harmony is there between 
Christ and Belia? What does a believer have in common with an unbeliever? 16What agreement 
is there between the temple of God and idols? For we are the temple of the living God. As God 
has said: "I will live with them and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they will be 
my people.” 17"Therefore come out from them and be separate, says the Lord.  
 
 

            Still think it is okay to engage in “just a card game” that represents the forces of true evil 
and darkness? Jesus spoke many profound messages. The following is simple, yet speaks 
volumes in reference to where you stand. "He who is not with me is against me, and he 
who does not gather with me scatters.” Are you with Him or against Him?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



62 
 

One or 99? 

Church folks take a beating from the mainstream media, non-church members, and pretty 
much everyone else that denies the deity of Christ. One reason that church folks take a beating is 
because we are thought to be so judgmental toward others. We are accused of being intolerant 
when we stand firm with the teachings of The Bible and condemn sin. The Bible is extremely 
clear in that the road to Heaven is narrow and not everyone who cries out, “Oh Lord Lord,” will 
make the final cut so to speak. I suppose it could be argued that we are too judgmental if we 
were saying it on our own volition and not using God’s Word as the measuring stick. We are not 
to judge the person but their actions when their actions are against God’s purpose. There will be 
a judgment. But we are not the judges on record. During His earthly ministry, our Lord was 
questioned, mocked, and judged by the “religious” rulers. We will look at one such time and how 
Christ responded to the criticism.  Jesus many times stated that He came to save the lost, the sick, 
the heavy burdened. Prior to following Christ’s example, there is no one found righteous. So the 
Christ came for all of us sinners. His love, the love of God Almighty is for those, all of us, who 
were lost without him. Think about the 3:16 of favorites. God so loved not just Billy, Ricky, 
Lucy, and Sue, but the world. He loved us all that He came to die for all of us, those who call on 
Him, and those who reject Him. I want to look at the parable of the Lost Sheep.  
  
           
            The Pharisees tried so many times to trick Jesus, get him to the point where He would say 
something wrong, and condemn His entire testimony.  But you know, they never could, because 
God the Son, Christ is all powerful, all knowing, and He knew their harden hearts. Jesus at this 
time had healed a man on the Sabbath and the religious elect so to speak, the Pharisees, 
questioned His doing so on the holy day. Jesus responded in the parable.  
  
"What man of you, having an hundred sheep, if he lose one of them, doth not leave 
the ninety and nine in the wilderness, and go after that which is lost, until he find it? 
And when he hath found it, he layeth it on his shoulders, rejoicing. And when he 
cometh home, he calleth together his friends and neighbours, saying unto them, 
Rejoice with me; for I have found my sheep which was lost. I say unto you, that 
likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety 
and nine just persons, which need no repentance"—Luke 15:4-7. 
             
  
            Here, Jesus brings it home and questions the religious leaders by asking, "What man of 
you, having an hundred sheep, if he lose one of them, doth not leave the ninety and 
nine in the wilderness, and go after that which is lost, until he find it?” Jesus confronted 
these men many times without confronting them directly. He often times posed questions to them 
when His actions were questioned.  Who would just sit and wait if one of their sheep or other 
belonging went missing? Isn’t the one as important as the rest?  We know that we are 
figuratively sheep to Christ’s shepherd. Again, Christ said many times that He came for the sick, 
the lost, not the ones who already followed the scriptures and knew the Truth.  
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            Oh, what a glorious thing it is to call on Christ as our Savior. The angels rejoice when 
just one comes to Christ. After the one lost sheep is found, Christ said, “And when he hath 
found it, he layeth it on his shoulders, rejoicing. And when he cometh home, he 
calleth together his friends and neighbours, saying unto them, Rejoice with me; for I 
have found my sheep which was lost.” Do you think the sheep knows it is lost? More than 
likely not, but it knows the lost feeling of fear and being alone. All living creatures know fear. 
The sheep while being one of the dumbest animals in the world knows its master, its shepherd. It 
runs to him when called. That says a lot about us as the human race does it not? That’s off topic, 
but isn’t it something that we, the people, created by an Almighty Creator refuse to acknowledge 
Him? And “dumb” sheep rush to their masters knowing who protects them. Regardless of 
whether the sheep knows it is lost much like those who do not acknowledge Christ, it is still lost 
without the master around to protect it. The shepherd rejoices because he found the sheep. He 
says, “Rejoice with me; for I have found my sheep which was lost.” The shepherd left the 
99 “found” sheep to save the one lost sheep.  
  
            The Bible teaches that The Lord does not want any to perish. That is why He has not 
returned yet. That day is coming sooner than our mortal minds can fathom by the way, but it 
shows why and how important each person is to The Lord. “I say unto you, that likewise joy 
shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just 
persons, which need no repentance."  
  
          My pastor often says that if you were the only person alive at the time, Jesus would have 
still hung on that cross for you. Because God so loved the world He created, the world that does 
not acknowledge Him, the world that is ruled by the prince of the air, Satan, He gave His only 
begotten Son, for all that believe in Him. He did this not to condemn the world, but to save it. If 
you are a Christian that just maybe has spent a little too much time “judging others” instead of 
the sin itself, remember that Jesus died for you and that person as well. If the person you are 
“judging” is not a Christian, you need to forget and forego your righteous attitude and tell them 
about Christ’s grace. Remember His words. “I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in 
heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just persons, 
which need no repentance."  Thank you, God bless.  
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Who Is a Christian again? 
So you are a Christian? If that is the case then the following words will make perfect 

sense. If you are not a Christian, I pray you read or hear these words not as my own, but as they 
were originally written by men inspired by God Almighty.   
  

Colossians 2:6 

So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him, 7 rooted and built 
up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness. 

  
      Christians are those who as the Word teaches have died with Christ and have rose from 
death with Him. The Holy Spirit lives and dwells within and we have shed the old, sinful 
nature and wear the new. Look at the last part of verse 6. (Strengthened in the faith as you 
were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.) We are to be made strong in the faith (faith 
by the way, means trust in the Gospel of Christ and no one else) and be thankful always 
despite the trials and troubles we will face. 

Colossians 3 

Rules for Holy Living  

 1Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is 
seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 3For 
you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is your life, 
appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. 5Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs 
to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry.  
  
            New creations are to look to things of Heaven, focus on Christ, and live in a way that is 
pleasing to God the Father exhibiting Christ like attitudes to those who do not know His Son, 
Jesus.    
             
3For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is your life, 
appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. 5Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs 
to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry.  
  
            After a person accepts the free gift of salvation from the Lord, Jesus Christ, they are filled 
with the Holy Spirit. The old way of life, the earthly nature, the wanting to get drunk, the lust, 
the greed will be no more. Drinking is not something everybody does, but it is something that a 
lot of folks do not consider wrong. In a moment, I want to examine the idea, the thought of 
drinking. First, however, some people do not believe in the concept of conviction in Christ. 
Some people who do not believe Christ as Lord think the new creation idea is just a joke. They 
do not believe that all of that “fun” stuff can be given up. I know from personal experience that 
some use this excuse after the Gospel is presented. “I just can’t give up all the fun.” See 
Christians and churches in general when looked at from the outside appear to have no fun. As a 
Christian, I know that there is nothing farther from the truth. Let us take a moment to think what 
“fun” drinking beer or any other alcohol really is. Right. It is not fun. A person who gets drunk is 
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from a biological standpoint a slave to the body’s cravings. From a Christian standpoint, the 
person who as I said, gets drunk is a slave to Satan. Spending your time hugging the toilet bowl 
after a long bout of puking your guts out from the excess drinking is not fun. Biologically 
speaking, alcohol hurts the entire body. If I have made you made mad, good. You can say 
anything you want to make yourself feel better if you are a slave to Satan, like, “It’s only one 
drink,” or “It’s just one beer.” Tell that to the family who lost a child to a person who had just 
one drink. Tell it to the bruises on the wife, husband, and kids of an alcoholic. Tell to Jesus, 
when His Word says to avoid strong wine. A real relationship with Christ results in conviction 
when we, Christians, mess up and fall short in our daily walk.  

6Because of these, the wrath of God is coming.[b] 7You used to walk in these ways, in the life 
you once lived. 8But now you must rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, 
malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips.  

            The wrath of God in my humble opinion can only be described as infinitely just. The 
cities of Sodom and Gomorrah are no more because those places found themselves facing God’s 
wrath. Read Revelation for the more examples of the wrath. Don’t fool yourself into thinking it 
isn’t coming. God’s wrath is unavoidable for those who are not His children. Paul continues 
saying in verse seven, “You used to walk in these ways, in the life you once lived. 8But now you 
must rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language 
from your lips.” 

            Anger is an emotion that clouds the judgment. I know most of us can say a good scream 
makes us feel better. I think it does, but anger overall is bad. You walk around all day angry at 
someone or life circumstances, it, the anger will build to an unhealthy level. Rage is anger 
personified. Rage is more intense. It’s anger x 1000. Rage leads to total destruction. Malice. It is 
defined as desire to harm another or to do mischief; spite; evil intent.  Children of God 
should not in their hearts store up, harbor, and keep evil thoughts, grudges, and anything else that 
goes against God’s will and work in our lives.  

            Slander. It is not too often I can mention God’s Word and Hank Williams Jr. in the same 
breath. In a song by Hank, he tells us something like, “If you mind your own “bidness,” you 
won’t be minding mine.” Scriptures teaches us in I Thessalonians to live a quiet life not being a 
busybody. Slander is defined as the utterance in the presence of another person of a false 
statement or statements, damaging to a third person's character or reputation. In other 
words, we slander folks when we run our mouths spreading lies about them. Filthy language. 
This pierces my heart first. I am not perfect nor do I pretend to be. However, I am constantly 
working to honor the God who saved me from hell by not using any language that is less than 
honorable. Ask yourself this question. “Do you pray with the same set of lips that kiss your 
children or spouse goodnight and cuss your fate when you stump your toe?  We say, “Praise 
God, I love you, Jesus,” then when we are angered, “You go to hell.”  

9Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices 10and have put 
on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator. 11Here there 
is no Greek or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ 
is all, and is in all.  
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            As Christians, we are not to lie. Come on now. If we are Christians, the Creator’s third, 
the Holy Spirit dwells, lives in us. Christ is The Truth. True Christians do not lie. The verse that 
teaches about renewal means, we as Christians, grow daily in our knowledge of Christ. Verse 11 
ends with a truly loving sentiment, Christ is all, and is in all. Please do not be misled. Christ is 
the all and all, and He is in all. However, “the all” are His children, the ones who call out to Him. 
So many people believe they are His, but truly are not because Christ is not in them. If we are to 
be the people of Christ for Christ then we will represent Him in all we do.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 



67 
 

What We Do! 
We love to hang out with our friends. We associate with people who we identify 

similarities. So, begs the thought, why do we sometimes see good people make bad decisions 
regarding friendships? I am not speaking of going out on bad dates or anything like that, but 
rather people hanging out together.  The Bible is precisely clear on what we need to do as His 
children.  
  

2 Thessalonians 3 

 6In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we command you, brothers, to keep away from 
every brother who is idle and does not live according to the teaching you received from us. 

            What good is it to be a Christian in name only, hang out with those who do not believe, 
and generally take up space? The sharp, cynical critic always speaks up and says, “Jesus hung 
out with prostitutes, liars, and tax collectors.” Jesus did associate it with sinners because they, 
we, were the reason He came in the first place. Jesus came not to play the Xbox, Nintendo, and 
Playstation with sinners. He came to save us. Christian brother and sister, it is one thing to show 
Christ-like compassion, charity and love. However, hanging out with those unbelievers, the idle, 
in a social situation is something else altogether.  

  

7For you yourselves know how you ought to follow our example. We were not idle when we 
were with you, 8nor did we eat anyone’s food without paying for it. On the contrary, we 
worked night and day, laboring and toiling so that we would not be a burden to any of you. 
9We did this, not because we do not have the right to such help, but in order to make 
ourselves a model for you to follow. 10For even when we were with you, we gave you this 
rule: “If a man will not work, he shall not eat.” 

            Paul makes it clear that he and those with them were not lazy couch potatoes that ate all 
the food in the fridge. They weren’t the kind of person that drinks from the milk jug or soda 
bottle. They didn’t put the jug back in the fridge with only a swig remaining. They worked as it 
read in verse eight  to not be a burden. Verse 9 says We did this, not because we do not have 
the right to such help, but in order to make ourselves a model for you to follow. Paul being a 
leader of the Christian movement obviously wanted to be a pillar of strength, a model in the 
Christian faith to all those who may have been stumbling in their walk with God. Paul wrote, “If 
a man will not work, he shall not eat.” Times have changed. I’m not slamming or slurring 
social programs like the welfare, but too many healthy, lazy people abuse that system. Back 
originally, you got what you gave. Be sure of this truth. A man reaps what he sows. Those lazy 
people who feast today off someone else’s work will starve eternally unless they invite Christ 
into their hearts.  

            11We hear that some among you are idle. They are not busy; they are busybodies. 
12Such people we command and urge in the Lord Jesus Christ to settle down and earn the 
bread they eat. 13And as for you, brothers, never tire of doing what is right.  
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 14If anyone does not obey our instruction in this letter, take special note of him. Do not 
associate with him, in order that he may feel ashamed. 15Yet do not regard him as an 
enemy, but warn him as a brother. 

            Our culture today is a culture of waste. Unemployment rates are up primarily because 
there are not many jobs, but looking at the will and heart of the people, there exists a huge 
number of wastes of spaces that don’t want to do anything but exist. They could be more if they 
were to look upon the face of the Almighty, but they reject Christ daily. The other type of person 
Paul speaks about other than those who are idle/lazy, is the busybody. This is the person who 
doesn’t manage their own business because they are too busy managing everyone’s stuff. Paul 
said to settle down in verse 12. 13And as for you, brothers, never tire of doing what is right. I 
cannot tell you how important it is as a Christian to never tire of doing what is right. We, 
Christians, are demeaned, poked at, discriminated against, and labeled intolerant, and we are 
supposed to never tire of doing what is right? Christ told us that we would be. He told us to in 
essence preach on to the end. So yes, we should always do what is right never tiring or wavering 
in the faith.  

 14If anyone does not obey our instruction in this letter, take special note of him. Do not 
associate with him, in order that he may feel ashamed. 15Yet do not regard him as an 
enemy, but warn him as a brother. 

            Is Paul telling us to single people out and make a spectacle of their behavior if it 
doesn’t line up with scripture? No. Is Paul telling us to single people out and correct their 
behavior if it doesn’t line up with scripture.  Ultimately, we accept or reject a person’s 
behavior even if we do nothing. If you laugh or even if you don’t laugh at a dirty joke, you 
accept it, if you do not verbally denounce it and walk away from it. It is the same thing, 
same thought with Christianity. We either uphold Christ’s teaching and we are real 
washed in His blood Christians or we are Christians in name only. Yet do not regard him 
as an enemy, but warn him as a brother. See, we are supposed to not regard our fellow 
Christian as an enemy when s/he messes up. Rather we are to with Christ’s compassion, lovingly 
correct them. We as it is taught are supposed to bear one another’s burdens, help each other out, 
and look out for one another. Remember what Jesus prayed to God the Father as He was 
crucified. “Father, forgive them, they know not what they do.” As we are new creations in 
Christ, we should do follow the leader.  
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Simply Jesus 

Many people are truly wrapped up in themselves, their over exaggerated sense of self-
worth, and drama not only in their own lives, but the lives of others. In my experience, these 
people are more times than not true followers of Christ. No, Christians are not perfect. I am not. 
We do mess up. But really think about it. Is God number one in the lives of the people I just 
described? If the Lord, God Almighty, Jesus Christ, were truly on the throne in their lives, would 
they truly be involved in thoughts and things that are not of God? Many times people who do not 
believe Jesus as the Christ do so because they are ultimately wrapped up in themselves. It is the 
“If I can’t see it, it does not exist,” train of thought. When the Lord walked the earth as a man, 
not everyone believed in Him. That is a shock right? Let us look at scripture. John 12:37:50 is 
where the Lord has lead us today.  

John 12:37-38: Even after Jesus had done all these miraculous signs in their presence, they still 
would not believe in him. 38This was to fulfill the word of Isaiah the prophet:  
   "Lord, who has believed our message and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?"  

            My Grandmother would vehemently disagree, as I am sure some of you may when I state 
this. So let me explain. There is nothing God is incapable of doing. However, I, through study, 
am convinced that God has not, did not, and will not force Himself on anyone. One problem my 
grandmother has with Billy Graham is that once, he, and I am probably misquoting him said, 
“‘God cannot change a hardened heart.’” I do not believe he meant to say God could not do 
something, as we know God is all-powerful, but rather God does not. Verse 37: Even after Jesus 
had done all these miraculous signs in their presence, they still would not believe in him. Even 
after people saw the work Jesus did in person they chose not to believe! They saw it, and could 
not, would not believe it! That stuff still happens today! Now you may say, “Hold on. Wait. I 
haven’t seen Jesus do,” Yeah you have. Stop for a minute, right now and think about the 
numerous blessings you have in your life. You could be reading this from death row, the front 
row or anywhere in between. God has blessed you. You have received miraculous blessings 
whether it is a family member’s health, a financial situation, or even a simple smile from 
someone. Do not kid yourself, Satan is running rampant in his world, but there is nothing he can 
do to you as a child of God that the Jesus Christ, the Alpha and the Omega, cannot handle or turn 
around.    

38 This was to fulfill the word of Isaiah the prophet: "Lord, who has believed our message and to 
whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?"  

                There are over three hundred prophecies concerning the coming of the Messiah contained 
in the Old Testament. Jesus, the events of his life, the things he said and did were not just things 
that occurred. Everything from the beginning was planned. Isaiah wrote a lot under God’s 
direction about the Messiah. Part of verse 38 lends itself to man’s own opinion on who is saved 
or not in the eyes of Christ. Many Christians believe in election, meaning only a certain number 
or people have access to Christ and Heaven. “To whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?”  
Understand I do not hold a degree in theology. I am simply a man. Hebrews reveals that God 
reveals himself to all people. On the last day when it is too late for so many, we all will bow and 
confess Christ as Lord (Isaiah 45:22-24/ Philippians 2:9-11). If only a certain number of folks 



70 
 

were granted access to Heaven, God in the flesh, Jesus Christ would not have died for the 
world or all. I Peter 3:18 For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the 
unrighteous, to bring you to God.  

            I took a moment to share those verses so that we can understand better the next bit of 
scriptures. Many people believe only a certain number of folks going to Heaven. Others, who 
deny God, use these scriptures to further their own biased agenda. 

39For this reason they could not believe, because, as Isaiah says elsewhere: 40"He has blinded 
their eyes and deadened their hearts, so they can neither see with their eyes,  
nor understand with their hearts, nor turn—and I would heal them." 41Isaiah said this because he 
saw Jesus' glory and spoke about him.  

            What is not being said is God blinds people to the truth! But verse 40 says, "He has 
blinded their eyes and deadened their hearts, so they can neither see with their eyes, nor 
understand with their hearts, nor turn—and I would heal them." God turned his back on his 
chosen Israelites time after time because they first walked away from His commandments and 
instruction. Remember now, every time He turned away, He, God, would always turn to His 
people when they straightened up and followed His path. Essentially, Isaiah’s prophecy simply 
means that God allowed the people’s hearts to turn away from Him.    

 42Yet at the same time many even among the leaders believed in him. But because of the 
Pharisees they would not confess their faith for fear they would be put out of the synagogue; 
43for they loved praise from men more than praise from God.  

            We are told that we are a Christian nation, but I have my doubts. There are always 
surveys they say otherwise. For example, nearly thirty percent of born again believers in Christ 
in 2007 believe that Christ committed sins. Secular people, unchurched people, non-believing 
people are the ones to expect that kind of thing from, but Christians, really? How can a born 
again believer for a moment consider or even believe Christ sinned? Hebrews 4:15-16  15 For 
we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have 
one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet was without sin. Anyone who 
claims to be Christian denies the deity of Christ by thinking that Christ was anything less 
than sinless. The Bible is God’s Word, His message to His people. If it says Jesus was/is 
sinless, He is just that. Case Closed! Back to the main point now. Verse 42 said that many even 
some leaders believed in Christ, but they would not confess it because of fear! The fear of 
stepping out of the comfort zone, the isle at church when the invitation is given, the fear as verse 
42 concludes, the fear of being put out of the synagogue-/church!  

            Listen close now so that you may recognize some of these folks. “My family’s been 
going to so and so church for near 40 years.” I am sick of so many people going to church likes it 
a chore that must be done. I am sick of people standing during the worship part of service and 
not singing. It is the teenagers, the tweens, the nine year-olds, the ninety year olds, and anyone in 
between! It is called worship, not stand up, and lip sync like listless frogs in the desert. I 
digressed again, but so be it! The point is this: Many believed, but they did not confess Christ for 
fear. Verse 43 states; they loved praise from men more than praise from God. You can believe in 
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Jesus all you want. That is good. But if all you do is say it, if your life does not reflect it, do you 
really think it is real? James 2:19 You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons 
believe that—and shudder. So if you believe in God without confessing your belief before the 
world you and the demons are pretty much the same.  

Romans 10:9-10 If you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart 
that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10For it is with your heart that you 
believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.  

            People are defensive. If I have touched a nerve, and you say, “My relationship with God 
is personal. I do not have to show anybody! It’s nobody’s business!” I will insult you by arguing 
with you. My thoughts, opinions, and words will not matter to you. However, I will point you to 
the words of the Savior as recorded in Matthew 10:32-33 "Whoever acknowledges me before 
men, I will also acknowledge him before my Father in heaven. 33 But whoever disowns me 
before men, I will disown him before my Father in heaven.” 

            Let us venture back to John 12:44-45:  

Then Jesus cried out, "When a man believes in me, he does not believe in me only, but in the one 
who sent me. 45When he looks at me, he sees the one who sent me.  

            Many people do not believe Jesus is God. I am not just talking about the Jew, the 
Muslim, the Hindu, and the other “religions” of the world. No, sadly, I am talking about some 
church folks and those who say they believe in God, but say Jesus is not God. Jesus said what He 
said in verse 44 because He is God.  

John 1:1-2 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 2He was with God in the beginning. 

John 10:30 “I and the Father are one." 

            John 12:45 finishes by saying, “When he looks at me, he sees the one who sent me.” For 
those who do not believe, it is so hard to understand how and why we Christians believe what we 
do. My answer is that as a Christian, I have placed total faith in God/Jesus Christ because I have 
a real, true, and ever-growing relationship with God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Until a 
person gives their entire life to Christ, they will never understand it.  

John 12:46 “I have come into the world as a light, so that no one who believes in me should stay 
in darkness.  47As for the person who hears my words but does not keep them, I do not judge 
him. For I did not come to judge the world, but to save it. 48 There is a judge for the one who 
rejects me and does not accept my words; that very word which I spoke will condemn him at the 
last day.” 

            The judge Christ speaks of is the Father. If you do not take away anything from this 
today, please read and or hear these words: Judge, REJECTS ME, CONDEMN. Plain and 
simple, now. If you reject Christ The Son, God the Father is going to send you not to your room 
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like a disobedient, unruly child, but to Hell. Keep in mind, God the Father is not sending you 
there out of hatred. God actually is not sending you there. You chose to go there because you did 
not believe in the One He sent to die for you, in your place, on that cross.  

            In closing, I want to go back and tie up a loose thought. Earlier I mentioned how some 
people thought Christ sinned as a man on earth. That kind of thinking corrals those people in the 
same pen with those who follow other religions. You ask how? Again, I am unworthy to answer, 
so please consider Jesus in John 12:49-50 For I did not speak of my own accord, but the 
Father who sent me commanded me what to say and how to say it. 50 I know that his 
command leads to eternal life. So whatever I say is just what the Father has told me to 
say." 

            Jesus said it time after time, good people. He came to do His Father’s Will, not His own. 
We cannot be a people that say we believe Jesus and live a way that disregards His teachings. 
We cannot do that. Jesus said, “I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me.” God bless.  
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WHAT WE DO v.2 

How do you do? I’m fine. Good, Alright, OKAY, NEVER BEEN BETTER. The 
question is not how do you do, but rather should be why do you do the things you do? A lot of 
people try to justify their behavior in this world to make themselves feel better. They see the 
world as a place filled with gray area that can be good, evil, right, or wrong. True Christians do 
not see the world in this fashion. We know Christ and more importantly, He knows us. Jesus 
said, “If you love me. Keep my commandments.” Today, we will look at how true Christians 
carry themselves.  

2 Timothy 2 

19Nevertheless, God's solid foundation stands firm, sealed with this inscription: "The Lord 
knows those who are his," and, "Everyone who confesses the name of the Lord must turn away 
from wickedness." 

      Nevertheless, God's solid foundation stands firm, sealed with this inscription. The 
inscription, the foundation could be His Truth. The foundation could be the very cornerstone of 
Christianity. (Jesus Christ) There is no other feeling, no other blessed hope as it is called than to 
know God Almighty knows you by name. Let me make it modern for anyone still caught up in 
the allure of the world. It is like your favorite celebrity stopping for only you and giving you an 
autograph. Now with Jesus, He stops for all you reach out to Him. He doesn’t charge you $250 
either.  "The Lord knows those who are his." You can recite For God so Loved the World all you 
want, and never have a repentant heart for Christ. You can hear 365 sermons over the 
consequence of death and hell and never once reach out to Jesus. You can look like a Christian, 
pass the plate, even take part in communion (That’s wrong by the way), and never truly be a 
Christian because you have not trusted The Lord. A person can grow up in church, maybe serve 
in a leadership role, pray before the offering, teach, and one day die and go to hell because they 
truly never gave themselves to Christ. The point is, we can fool everyone around us, and we can 
even lie to ourselves enough, but God will not be mocked! "The Lord knows those who are his." 
When our time comes, and we are standing before God Almighty scripture teaches and warns 
that He will say either, “Well done, good and faith servant,” or “Depart from me, you worker of 
iniquity. I never knew you.” "The Lord knows those who are his."  

            "Everyone who confesses the name of the Lord must turn away from wickedness." If a 
person is a Christian, one who professes Christ as Savior, that person will no longer be the same. 
The Holy Spirit of God lives within and leads them through life. Christians as scripture says are 
new creations. What about people who call themselves Christians on Sunday, but act like the 
world other times? One word: Vomit. Proverbs 26:11 says, “As a dog returns to its vomit, so a 
fool repeats his folly.” I love animals, especially dogs, but really, it is an animal that eats its own 
puke. So we as Christians, if we truly are Christians, should not return to our old ways once we 
give ourselves to Christ. Look at how Paul addresses himself more times than not in his letters. 
Paul called himself a slave to Christ, a servant, an apostle. When we become Christians, we must 
give it, ourselves, 100 % to God. We must turn away from the wickedness.  
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            God inspires all scripture. People hijack a line or two of scripture to make their case for 
whatever they feel like. Please do not take my word for it. We have seen scripture from II 
Timothy and proverbs that specifically deal with how we do/act as Christians. Here is yet another 
example of how Christians are supposed to act.  

Titus 1 

15To the pure, all things are pure, but to those who are corrupted and do not believe, nothing is 
pure. In fact, both their minds and consciences are corrupted. 16They claim to know God, but by 
their actions they deny him. They are detestable, disobedient, and unfit for doing anything good. 

Titus 3:14 Our people must learn to devote themselves to doing what is good, in order that they 
may provide for daily necessities and not live unproductive lives. 

            To those who believe not, nothing is pure. People say, “But you don’t know how it feels,” 
or “I just feel.” There is not a gray area. We either love Jesus and we accept His Grace or we 
choose the wide, road that leads straight to Hell. 16They claim to know God, but by their actions 
they deny him. Like I mentioned previously, we can say whatever we want, but if our actions 
reflect anything other than a life given to Christ, we are liars. They are detestable, disobedient, 
and unfit for doing anything good. That is pretty strong, tough, fighting words, but that is how it 
is. We are told to work hard, do the right thing always, provide for ourselves and family if we 
have one, and be productive. I didn’t say that originally, God did. Titus 3:14 Our people must 
learn to devote themselves to doing what is good, in order that they may provide for daily 
necessities and not live unproductive lives. Continuing our look through scriptures, let us look at 
Hebrews.  

Hebrews 4 

13Nothing in all creation is hidden from God's sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare 
before the eyes of him to whom we must give account. 

            Want to know what is hidden from God’s sight? Nothing. The scriptures make it 
abundantly clear. We will have to give account to the Lord God for everything we have done.  

Hebrews 10 

26If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received the knowledge of the truth, no 
sacrifice for sins is left, 27but only a fearful expectation of judgment and of raging fire that will 
consume the enemies of God.  

            Do not think for one second that the line, no sacrifice for sins is left cancels the Grace 
Christ gave at the cross. Salvation is a one time, life-altering decision. What it means is we 
disregard, discount, and make Christ’s sacrifice meaningless when we sin after receiving the 
truth, the truth that is Christ, the truth that transforms, the only truth that can save us from Hell. 
May we never be like the dog returning to the vomit, like the person who continually sins while 
knowingly ignoring the truth. While there may not be a sacrifice for sin, scripture teaches in 
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verse 27 what does remain. 27but only a fearful expectation of judgment and of raging fire that 
will consume the enemies of God.  

            All will be judged. Christians too, while salvation, the blessed hope in Christ is assured, 
will be judged, and we will have to give account for all things. Those who are not Christians, 
those who have not trusted Jesus Christ have a worse fate. Their fate is a fearful expectation of 
judgment and the consuming, raging fire. No one short of Satan and those opposing “religions” 
would ever call themselves enemies of God. However, anyone who has not made Christ the Lord 
of their life is an enemy of God.  

28Anyone who rejected the law of Moses died without mercy on the testimony of two or three 
witnesses. 29How much more severely do you think a man deserves to be punished who has 
trampled the Son of God under foot, who has treated as an unholy thing the blood of the 
covenant that sanctified him, and who has insulted the Spirit of grace? 

            Before Christ walked the earth as a man, people followed the laws of Moses. Sadly, a lot 
of folks place Moses in a higher place than God, but that is for a different time. Anyway, people 
rejected the law of Moses (ie. That is God’s laws.) They died without mercy. What the writer of 
Hebrews is saying/asking is “How much more punishment/pain are those who directly reject 
Christ going to feel? How much punishment awaits those who have insulted the Holy Spirit?  

            In closing, Verses 30 and 31 deliver an affirmative answer to how we do in life.  30For 
we know him who said, "It is mine to avenge; I will repay," and again, "The Lord will judge his 
people." 31It is a dreadful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. It is a dreadful thing 
indeed, but it does not have to be. If you are reading or hearing this and are not a Christian, today 
can be your day to let go of the hurt, the pain, the anger, the uncertainty. Today, now, you can 
pray, “Oh God. Lord Jesus, I know I need you in my life. I turn away from the sin in my life. I 
give it to you, God. Lord, cleanse me and save me!” 

            Father in Heaven,  

            I pray you find us a faithful people that lift you up daily. I pray, Lord that these words 
have not been my own, but I pray that you have used me to further your message about the love 
and Grace that truly is Jesus, the Son. Father, I pray that just one who has read or heard this will 
come to you, father turning from the world and just embrace you, Father. Amen  
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SPIRITUAL SIGHT 

Why we hurt, who we say Christ is, and how we react when others question our 
knowledge in Christ will be touched upon. We will see a blind man’s spiritual eyes opened to the 
truth of Christ. John chapter 9 is where we witness this transformation.  

 1As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who 
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?"  
 3"Neither this man nor his parents sinned," said Jesus, "but this happened so that the work of 
God might be displayed in his life. 4As long as it is day, we must do the work of him who sent 
me. Night is coming, when no one can work. 5While I am in the world, I am the light of the 
world."  

            Right away we must remember that the whole of scripture teaches that all have sinned 
before God. You may ask why then Christ answers, “Neither” when the disciples ask whether the 
blind man or his parents sinned. The answer lies in Jewish tradition. Old Testament scriptures 
taught that the sins of the father indeed would be placed upon the son and so on. The disciples 
thought from a learned Jewish position that sin in life equaled punishment whether it be a 
physical ailment or otherwise. The most endearing part of this scripture on my heart is part of the 
Lord’s response. "But this happened so that the work of God might be displayed in his life.” 
Why are babies born premature, crippled, or mentally not up to par to the rest of the world? As a 
failed man, I do not know the answer that will satisfy the most determined skeptic. What I offer 
as an answer is Christ’s response to His disciples. "But this happened so that the work of God 
might be displayed in his life.” Do we really as a society believe that junior’s biological genes 
are left up to an evolutionary lottery? The Bible is exceedingly clear concerning the sanctity of 
life. 

A.    Jeremiah 29:11  For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, 
"plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. 
(This future God speaks of by the way is not supposed to end in the womb in the 
name of choice).  

B.     Psalm 139:13-14 For you created my inmost being;  
       you knit me together in my mother's womb. I praise you because I am 
fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full 
well. Verse 16 your eyes saw my unformed body. All the days ordained for me were 
written in your book before one of them came to be. 

C.    In Luke and Matthew, Jesus explained that the very hairs on our heads are 
numbered.  

A birth and or birth defects do not take our God by surprise. Whatever His reasons for 
allowing, we in faith, take His Word and are faithful to it.    
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            Christ continues on saying “I am the light of the world." That statement is not terribly 
hard to comprehend, understand, and believe.  

 6Having said this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it on the man's 
eyes. 7"Go," he told him, "wash in the Pool of Siloam" (this word means Sent). So the man went 
and washed, and came home seeing.  

 8His neighbors and those who had formerly seen him begging asked, "Isn't this the same man 
who used to sit and beg?" 9Some claimed that he was. Others said, "No, he only looks like 
him.” But he himself insisted, "I am the man."  

 10"How then were your eyes opened?" they demanded.  

 11 He replied, "The man they call Jesus made some mud and put it on my eyes. He told me to 
go to Siloam and wash. So I went and washed, and then I could see."  

 12"Where is this man?" they asked him. "I don't know," he said.  

            So the Lord Jesus healed the man and the day continues. Think about like this. If 
myspace and facebook were around then, everyone who saw this man would be texting, 
emailing, calling, and blogging about it first, then arguing about what was witnessed.  

            “Aren’t you the blind one?”  

            “Yes. Well, I was. Now I see.” 

            “No you can’t be! The blind don’t see!”  

            “How did this happen?”  

            “Jesus.”  

            ……. 

            “Did you hear me? I said Jesus.”  

            “Oh. Okay. Where’s he at now?  

            “I don’t know.”  

Naturally the once blind man was brought before the “religious experts,” the all knowing 
Pharisees.  

 13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. 14Now the day on which Jesus 
had made the mud and opened the man's eyes was a Sabbath.  

            Trouble is coming. Jesus and His disciples did many things on the Sabbath. Jesus healed 
many, I believe picked corn so to speak, and stated the most offensive statement of all to the 
Pharisees, “I am Lord of the Sabbath.” 

15Therefore the Pharisees also asked him how he had received his sight. "He put mud on my 
eyes," the man replied, "and I washed, and now I see."  
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 16Some of the Pharisees said, "This man is not from God, for he does not keep the 
Sabbath." See, told you trouble was coming. But others asked, "How can a sinner do such 
miraculous signs?" So they were divided. So the name and the person of Jesus is causing division 
between the people.  

 17Finally they turned again to the blind man, "What have you to say about him? It was your 
eyes he opened." The man replied, "He is a prophet."  

            Islam and every other false religion claim Christ was everything from a teacher to a liar 
to a prophet. No other religion other than Christianity claims Christ as God. The very blind man 
Jesus healed at first did not call Him God, but a prophet.  

 18The Jews still did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they sent 
for the man's parents. We gonna call Yo Momma!19"Is this your son?" they asked. "Is this the 
one you say was born blind? How is it that now he can see?"  

 20"We know he is our son," the parents answered, "and we know he was born blind. 21But how 
he can see now, or who opened his eyes, we don't know. Ask him. He is of age; he will speak for 
himself." 22His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews, for already the Jews had 
decided that anyone who acknowledged that Jesus was the Christ would be put out of the 
synagogue. 23That was why his parents said, "He is of age; ask him."  

            So the parents are brought forth so the mystery will be solved. But they aren’t going to 
speak because 1. Their son is of age and 2. As scriptures teach, they could not and did not want 
to be kicked out of the synagogue. A lot of people believe their community standing hinges on 
their church membership. Denominational disputes by the way have no place in the teaching of 
God’s holy Word, the Way, the Truth, and the Life. Sadly, many people think their Go to church 
Sunday attitude does not last past 12: 00 AM Monday morning. These parents instead of 
rejoicing with their son’s sight and oh I don’t know, standing with their son chose to leave the 
burden on him.    

 24A second time they summoned the man who had been blind. "Give glory to God," they said. 
"We know this man is a sinner." 25He replied, "Whether he is a sinner or not, I don't know. One 
thing I do know. I was blind but now I see!"  

            Still the man sticks to his story, but he states that he knows not whether this Jesus was a 
sinner or not. The Pharisees were by today’s secular court laws badgering the witness.  

 26Then they asked him, "What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?" 27He answered, 
"I have told you already and you did not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you want 
to become his disciples, too?"  

            It reads as if the once blind man was doing a bit of trash talking. Whether or not his 
question, “Do you want to become his disciples, too?" was meant sincerely or sarcastically, the 
end result was the same.    

28Then they hurled insults at him and said, "You are this fellow's disciple! We are disciples of 
Moses! 29We know that God spoke to Moses, but as for this fellow, we don't even know where 
he comes from."  
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            At other times, Jesus speaking to the “religious experts” irked them greatly by making the 
following statement: “You know neither Me nor My Father; (X)if you knew Me, you would know 
My Father also." (JOHN 8:19) Other times Christ stated that they were not of God but of their 
father Satan. Moses, Moses, Moses! Moses was placed higher than the very One who gave him 
the power to begin his epic journey. Anyway, back to verse 30. 

 30The man answered, "Now that is remarkable! You don't know where he comes from, yet he 
opened my eyes. 31We know that God does not listen to sinners. He listens to the godly man 
who does his will. 32Nobody has ever heard of opening the eyes of a man born blind. 33If this 
man were not from God, he could do nothing."  

            Did you catch that last part? 33If this man were not from God, he could do nothing." 
Previously the once blind man said Jesus was a prophet, he was not sure of the sinning status or 
nature of Christ, and now he says, “If this man were not from God, he could do nothing." It is a 
step closer to seeing the Truth.   

 34To this they replied, "You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture us!" And they 
threw him out.  

            Self-righteous, overly pious, know-it-all blowhards that exhibit an extreme class of 
bloated self-worth cannot stand it if someone dares to tell them something, or anything that they 
think they already know. So they do the man a favor in my opinion and they throw him out. A 
little time later, the man meets Jesus once more.  

 35Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, "Do you believe in 
the Son of Man?"  
 36"Who is he, sir?" the man asked. "Tell me so that I may believe in him."  

            I FIRMLY BELIEVE THAT PEOPLE WANT TO KNOW AND BELIEVE. I SEE THE 
PAIN IN THEIR EYES, I HAVE SEEN THE TEARS WELLING UP AND BEGGING TO 
CASCADE DOWN THEIR CHEEKS. Our world is full of lost people that desperately need 
Jesus. This man asked, "Who is he, sir?" He wanted to know. Then the man’s penultimate 
statement, "Tell me so that I may believe in him."  

 37Jesus said, "You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with you."  

            It is that simple. The man asked and Christ the Lord answered. Every soul that belongs to 
Christ has had a simple revelation such as this. We fight the Gospel, the simple Truth that Christ 
is Lord based on our insecurities, denominational dogmas, laziness, Satan’s whisperings, and our 
own failed logic. The once blind man who previously said Christ was a prophet, maybe was or 
was not a sinner, at the moment of spiritual truth saw Christ the Savior for the first time. 38Then 
the man said, "Lord, I believe," and he worshiped him.  

            No hesitation. There were not questions. Jesus revealed Himself to the man. The man 
believed and worshipped. I pray no matter where you all in life today, you stop and look to Jesus. 
Whether you are spiritually blind for the moment or are undergoing some tragedy called life, I 
pray that you know Christ is waiting to heal you. God bless.  

 



80 
 

Forsaken  
 

           “Why God? Why did this happen to me?”  

            How many times have we screamed, demanded, or thought that statement when conflict 
and tragedy rears its head and causes ripples in our stream of life? If you are made of flesh, bone 
and have blood in your veins, chances are you have made that statement many times. In general, 
we as a people are really self-centered, ego driven beasts of burden. Don’t think so? During the 
course of one day, keep track of the number of conversations you have when you add or change 
the subject to center around yourself. Here’s an example: 

            “Bill, are you okay? You look sick.”  

            “I have a cold. I was up all night.” 

            “I had a cold once. There was this one time that I blew my nose so hard, blood shot out 
on my floor. I had to clean that mess up. Man, that was a mess, I tell you.”  

            I multiplied by four to the infinite power of selfish equals a soul that is in desperate need 
of the Lord.  Here’s a nugget of truth. The Bible is often times distorted by those who wish to 
take the holy Word of God and use it to justify their behavior. The Gospels teach that Christ 
spoke seven different saying from the cross. I do not pretend to know what order these were said, 
but I intend for us to look at His statement that at times confuses the lost and even some 
Christians. Before we do that, we must address one issue that is connected.  

            Hollywood and other mediums like music have perversely twisted the issue of God 
answering prayers. We always see someone in dire straits and then a loved one goes to the chapel 
and prays, “God, I know I haven’t talked to you in a while, but please save little Billy. I promise 
to be in church on Sunday.”  

            Folks need to realize that for lack of a better term, God does not work like that! God does 
not look upon the sins of man. Understand that it is not that God is not powerful enough, but he 
chooses not to do so.  

Habakkuk 1:13 "You are of purer eyes than to behold evil, and cannot look on wickedness..." 

                Until a sinner is cleansed by the purity of Christ’s shed blood, God the Father will not 
look upon and dare I say hear the requests of the person.  Conversely, The Word teaches that 
God inclines his ears to us, the children of God, those who are cleansed by the blood of Christ. 
Guess what happens to us as Christians a lot of the time. We start to think that we are indeed 
special. We revert back to the immature phase in our existence when we thought life in general 
and the orbit of the earth was about us. As Christians we believe that God, Jesus the Son favors 
us over some other Christian. Yes, God chose the Israelites as the chosen people, but if you look 
at scripture entirely, you will certainly see as scripture teaches God shows no favoritism. Jesus 
died for the world as 3:16 says. It does not say, “Jesus died for Billy, Joe and especially Johnny.” 
With that being the case, let us look at the central scripture.  

Matthew 27:46 “My God my God, why have you forsaken me?”  
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            People have two trains of thought on this scripture. The first thought is God abandoned 
Jesus on the cross. This is absolutely incorrect. The reasons being is number one, Jesus is God 
and number two, the reason for Christ making the statement is one of the key concepts of 
salvation. The second train revolves around the statements that have been previously made.  

            “I’m a Christian and God loves me. I’m his special one and nothing bad will ever happen 
to me!”  

            I am guilty of this. I, at times, when confronted with real tragedy, find myself thinking, 
“God, but this cannot happen to me.” But, wait. Matthew 27:46 is not about being a special 
person to God. Jesus, although being a part of the Trinity, in order to save the world and 
intercede for us, had to take our sins. That is the whole reason for His sacrifice. So why did 
Christ say what He said? First, His statement is a great example of how we are separated from 
God due to sin. The physical pain from the beatings and the crucifixion were unimaginably 
painful, but for the Son of God, the separation from the Father I believe was worse than all the 
physical pain. Secondly, while I am not a theologian per se, but I think Christ did not say those 
words just so He could hear His own voice. Christ spoke only the words of God the Father. God, 
after Adam and Eve disobeyed, asked them where they were. See, God will ask questions just so 
we can fully understand the answers he has already given.  

            The most important life lesson we can ever learn is not taught in a classroom. We must 
learn that we need a relationship with Jesus Christ to avoid the pain that He felt on the cross 
when sin separated Him from God the Father. It may sound redundant to some, but it is truly the 
only message that needs to be heard by all who do not know. Sin has separated us from the 
Father. Jesus Christ substituted Himself on the cross to save us and allow us access to God the 
Father. Once a sinner accepts Christ sacrifice and makes Jesus the Lord in their life, salvation 
cannot be lost.  

John 10:28 “And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man 
pluck them out of my hand.”    
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FAITH 
The world is going to hell. It has been since the fall. Today’s topic will not only step on 

some toes, it may completely lobe ‘em off. Today, I am ripping apart the deadbeats that will not 
work and or truly care for their own and looking at what “the faith” is. The Bible speaks volumes 
on this subject, but I am going to focus on just one nugget of truth.  
  
I Timothy 5:8  
  
But if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for those of his household, he 
has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever. 
  
            Fathers and mothers exist for one purpose. It is not to live the dream, build a portfolio of 
wealth, and or become a leader in industry. The purpose is to raise up, train up, the children we 
are given. Mammies, let me speak to you first: I’m not against women running for office, ruling 
the roost so to speak, or working. A woman’s first priority is not to clean the house till it 
sparkles, it is not to be a slave to her husband, but her only responsibility truly lies in raising the 
children given to her by the Father, God Almighty. In this day and time so many single 
mommies have played and are still playing more roles than any ten time Oscar winner. Many 
single moms are so because the individual whom fathered the child or children ran away from 
the responsibility. I know that is not always the case, but the truth is what it is. You know what? 
Some women who wear the mantle of “mom” are not mothers at all. These women place the 
needs of their children behind their own need for quiet time or the boyfriend. Any woman who 
believes she needs a man for any reason over the needs of her child/children is about as much of 
a caretaker as I am the queen of England. That is the proverbial bottom line!  
  
Deuteronomy 6  
1 These are the commands, decrees and laws the LORD your God directed 
me to teach you to observe in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to 
possess, 2 so that you, your children and their children after them may fear 
the LORD your God as long as you live by keeping all his decrees and 
commands that I give you, and so that you may enjoy long life.  
 4 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 5 Love the LORD your 
God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. 6 
These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. 7 
Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and 
when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 8 
Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. 9 
Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates.   
  
            Right off the bat a lot of people will jump up and complain that we as Christians live 
under the new covenant through Christ and not the old law system. Jesus Himself stated that He 
came to fulfill the law not abolish it. Although these words of the Lord were directed toward the 
children of Israel, God’s truth applies to us as well.  Verses one and two instruct us to teach 
God’s ways and laws to our kids and their children. God’s way, the truth, applied then to the 
wandering Israelites as they do to us and the next generation as well.   
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4 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 5 Love the LORD your 
God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. 6 
These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. 7 
Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and 
when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 8 
Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. 9 
Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates. The LORD 
our God, the LORD is one. 5 Love the LORD your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your strength. Our current situation, state in the world, 
tells us it is okay to ignore the deity of Christ. We are bombarded by so many other ways to 
Heaven that Jesus Christ, the Light of the World is forgotten. Regardless of what liberal media 
says, the fact of who God is does not change.    Parents, verse six is plain. These 
commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. Impress 
them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you 
walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 8 Tie them as 
symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. 9 Write them on 
the doorframes of your houses and on your gates. I do not believe I have to mince 
words here. The simple truth that is presented is for parents to teach their children to honor and 
love God always. They are to love God always and we are to teach them, always.  It is not the 
teacher’s job or the preacher’s for that matter. Yes, a preacher of the Gospel should lead, direct, 
pray for, and teach his flock, but if the preacher for thirty minutes a week is the only source of 
biblical literacy and truth, the people of God are going to spiritually starve. So what happens 
when parents aren’t Christians? Brace yourself now. If you are reading this and you are not a 
Christian. If you do not have a relationship with Jesus Christ meaning you have repented from 
sin by accepting Christ as your savior, not only are you heading to hell you are dragging your 
precious babies down to the darken abysmal pit where the gnashing of teeth and the worn never 
dies! Think about your children. Picture them taking their first step, saying their first word, and 
even how you felt the very moment you held that precious miracle. Now, picture that child or 
children from those precious memories on fire and being tormented twenty four hours a day 
forever. Painful, right? If you are not telling your children about the power of Christ, His Grace 
and redemption, you will be responsible for their descent to Hell. Jesus said in Luke 17:1-6, 
“Temptations to sin are sure to come; but woe to him by whom they come! 2 It would be better 
for him if a millstone were hung round his neck and he were cast into the sea, than that he should 
cause one of these little ones to sin.” Do you really want that hanging on your neck or shoulders? 
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PARENTS 
 

Daddies. Any boy can father a child, but a man is the one who is the father. Time and 
time again the statistics show that negative influences turn into vices in a home where a dad is 
not present. Folks have their share of problems in a two parent home naturally, but little girls 
sometimes go out looking for male attention if their father is not present. Boys have no true 
guide to show them how to be men. So, Dad, if you are an absentee father chances are you are 
not reading this, but I pray my words sting you to the core if ever they find you. If you are a 
father that refuses to work, depend on the handouts of others’ compassion, and generally leave 
your fatherly responsibilities by the wayside of life, you are hear this now, are according to Paul 
under God’s inspiration, worse than an unbeliever.  

  
Mommy! Mothers by nature are nurturing beings. Sadly, I have seen mommy cats take 

better care of their young than some mothers. It is a sad epidemic that so many young girls try to 
become mommies so they have someone to love them. What is equally sad is the situation where 
moms put their own needs ahead of the children’s welfare whether those needs are a man, 
alcohol, or any other delinquent vice.  
  
            This is where people start screaming, “You can’t judge me!” So before all that starts, 
allow me to define the term unbeliever. UNBELIEVER: A person who does not believe. I have 
said this before many times. It does not matter if you believe something is true or not. The truth 
is what it is. The Word of God is Christ. Christ is the Beginning and the End. An unbeliever does 
not believe Christ. Okay that is how it is! Now again, according to Paul under God’s inspiration, 
a person who does not provide for his own is worse than an unbeliever.  It is scary to think that 
there could be something worse than an unbeliever. The unbeliever is separated from God. The 
separation applies to both physical and mental aspects.   
  
But your iniquities have separated you from your God; And your sins have hidden His 
face from you, So that He will not hear (Isaiah 59:2). 
  
One who turns away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer is an abomination 
(Proverbs 28:9). 
  
"But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who 
practice magic arts, the idolaters and all liars--their place will be in the fiery lake of burning 
sulfur. This is the second death" (Rev. 21:8). 
  
            So, unbelievers’ prayers are abominations to God. As written in Isaiah, the Living God, 
the Almighty hides His face from unbelievers. Wow. The Messiah’s own words are striking and 
have that ULTIMATE finality to it. The person that does not take care of his own has denied the 
faith and is worse than those, whose prayers are abominations to God, and those who are bound 
to the fiery lake of burning sulfur.  
  
            So in closing, if you are a parent that is not providing for your children, straighten up! 
You are failing at the task The Lord set ahead of you.  
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HOW IS YOUR DAY GOING? 

We, the people, the people of God, His children, the ones who have accepted God’s 
Grace, the sacrifice of Christ on the cross, are at times, a people that are so full of ourselves, we 
forget to be humble in reverence to God Almighty. We, in essence, are very much like Job in the 
midst of his trials.  

                Job was a righteous man that found favor in God’s sight. Chapter one of the Book of 
Job begins detailing Job, his number of servants, children, livestock, and such. Job’s children 
liked to party. Perhaps they partied too much.  

Job 1:5 When a period of feasting had run its course, Job would send and have 
them purified. Early in the morning he would sacrifice a burnt offering for 
each of them, thinking, "Perhaps my children have sinned and cursed God in 
their hearts." This was Job's regular custom.  

          Job would go give an offering and essentially pray for the sins he was 
sure his kids committed. Job is a loving father because he is consistently 
praying for them. So here is where the story starts to get good.  

Job 1:6 One day the angels came to present themselves before the LORD, 
and Satan also came with them. 7 The LORD said to Satan, "Where have you 
come from?" Satan answered the LORD, "From roaming through the earth 
and going back and forth in it." 

          The angels and Satan appear before God. I suppose we can think of 
that as a Monday morning briefing. As a kid I wondered why Satan appeared 
with the angels. Didn’t God already kick him out? The reason I believe Satan 
is with the angels as they appear before God is that, he, Satan, is inferior 
and still has to answer to God. If God allowed him to be there, who am I to 
question or you to question? God, the creator of all and if I may be so bold, 
master of the rhetorical question, asks Satan, “Where have you been?” God 
knows. HE knew before asking, but a careful study of scripture shows many 
times God asks the questions just so we have to answer not for his benefit, 
but for ours. Satan replies, "From roaming through the earth and going back 
and forth in it."  

          Satan for lack of a better word has free roam over this world. 
Scripture calls him everything from a lion roaming about to the prince of the 
air. So old Satan is roaming around. Notice now in the conversation that it is 
God who brings up Job. It was not Satan. Everything with God is a teachable 
moment. God uses his servant, the righteous Job as a teachable 
measurement of faith.  
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Job 1:8 Then the LORD said to Satan, "Have you considered my servant Job? 
There is no one on earth like him; he is blameless and upright, a man who 
fears God and shuns evil."  

 Satan, the constant accuser dares to question God.  

Job 1:9-11 "Does Job fear God for nothing?" Satan replied. 10 "Have you not 
put a hedge around him and his household and everything he has? You have 
blessed the work of his hands, so that his flocks and herds are spread 
throughout the land. 11 But stretch out your hand and strike everything he 
has, and he will surely curse you to your face."  

          Satan is saying here, “Oh God, he only fears you because you have 
protected him and all his stuff. If you allowed stuff, calamity, bad problems, 
and garbage to fall on him, he would cuss you and not believe!”  

          He was right. Yes, you read right. Satan, for the most part, was right. 
Not about Job exactly. Job as we will look at did question, but in general, 
there are “CHRISTIANS” that love to play the part of Jesus freak, Bible 
thumper, and scripture know it all. However, when the storms of live cause 
friction or one thing does not go their way, their so-called relationship with 
God goes out the window. Everybody loves to be seen or thought of as a 
strong Christian leader, but when the chips are down, we go plum off the 
deep end demanding from God answers as to why the bad stuff happened to 
us. Why not old so and so. I’m a much better person. What about old Joe 
down the road. He cheats, drinks, cusses, why did this happen to me, God? 
Sound like anyone you know?  Satan had no idea that God was playing him 
for the fool. God of course has the answer to Satan’s boast.  

Job 1:12 The LORD said to Satan, "Very well, then, everything he has is in 
your hands, but on the man himself do not lay a finger." Then Satan went 
out from the presence of the LORD. 

          “Go ahead. You can have all his stuff, but you can’t touch him.” After 
God gives authority to Satan to attack Job’s material things, Satan leaves. 
Verses 13 through 18 details what occurs.  

A.   Some livestock is taken and servants killed 
B.   Fire from the sky falls killing 7000 sheep and servants. 
C.   Raiders took camels and killed the servants.  
D.   His children were killed as they partied. A wind came and destroyed 

their home.  

All of this happened simultaneously.  Think you have had a bad day? 
The stock market crash has nothing on this bad day. Job does something 
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that non-Christians and sadly I think many Christians do not comprehend. 
 He praised God.  

Job 1:20-22 At this, Job got up and tore his robe and shaved his head. Then 
he fell to the ground in worship 21 and said:  
       "Naked I came from my mother's womb,  
       and naked I will depart.  
       The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away;  
       may the name of the LORD be praised."  

 22 In all this, Job did not sin by charging God with wrongdoing.  

        It’s hard for any parent to understand how a man could praise God 
under the circumstances that he just lost everything including the most 
precious of all, his children. I think it’s a testament that Job at this point was 
truly exalting God above all. He knew his place in the universe.  

        The second chapter of Job finds a repeat of the angels and Satan 
coming before God. God again asks Satan if he has considered Job. God in 
his description of Job in verse three adds, “And he still maintains his 
integrity, though you incited me against him to ruin him without any 
reason."    

          Satan retorts like a spoiled child, “Skin for skin!" Satan replied. "A 
man will give all he has for his own life. 5 But stretch out your hand and 
strike his flesh and bones, and he will surely curse you to your face." 

          Satan knows the human condition doesn’t he? Take away his health 
and he’ll cuss you! How many times how we seen or actually have done this 
ourselves? How many times do we see folks who we call the salt of the 
earth, good people, fall to Cancer or some other disease? We spend time 
praying that our loved ones are healed then blame God because they aren’t. 
we use the flawed, human reasoning that, “Well, I prayed. I’m a Christian, 
God should help us.” I’m human. I feel the same way at times. The way of 
our flesh is flawed. But you know, here is the trick of trade so to speak: God 
and only God knows why some die from disease when prayers were 
consistently given. Remember Jesus told Paul when Paul complained of a 
physical problem, “My Grace is sufficient for you.”  God is constantly drawing 
his children closer to him.  

          God replies to Satan essentially, “Go ahead. Give it a whirl. You just 
cannot kill him.”  

Job 2:7-10 So Satan went out from the presence of the LORD and afflicted 
Job with painful sores from the soles of his feet to the top of his head. 8 
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Then Job took a piece of broken pottery and scraped himself with it as he sat 
among the ashes.  

 9 His wife said to him, "Are you still holding on to your integrity? Curse God 
and die!" 10 He replied, "You are talking like a foolish woman. Shall we 
accept good from God, and not trouble?" In all this, Job did not sin in what 
he said. 

          Job’s children are dead, the livestock dead and or stolen, his skin is 
covered in sores, but by the Grace of God, amen his wife is still with him. 
She chews him out. His wife said to him, "Are you still holding on to your 
integrity? Curse God and die!" I don’t believe old Job had life insurance, so 
it’s a bitter pill to read that the wife just wants him out of the picture. “You 
just need to die!”  Job responds with true philosophic words. "You are talking 
like a foolish woman. Shall we accept good from God, and not trouble?" It 
goes back to what I said earlier. Are we a people that praise the God of the 
living, the King of kings when our health is good, the bills are paid, and we 
got a steak on the plate, but curse his holy name when one thing does not 
go our way? I have. There I admit it. Chances are I may not be the only one 
admitting it now. The Bible is clear that God allows the rain to fall on the just 
and unjust. Satan attacks us. He goes after the Christian more than the non-
believer I believe. However many times Satan attacks, we have to 
remember that the accuser does not have any real power over us, the 
children of God. The Bible teaches that we are to resist the devil and he will 
run from us. The Father is still in command, the Son, Jesus Christ is on the 
throne.  

          Job, a righteous man, in the eyes of God had his entire life turned 
upside down. His servants, animals, and children were taken away. Satan 
infected his body with sores. He listened to his wife tell him to curse God and 
die. Scripture teaches that Job did not sin up to that point. But old Job 
throws himself a pity party. Starting in chapter 3 he poetically says, “Why 
me? Why? Why? Why? Oh me. I should have never been born.” The Book of 
Job starting with chapter three until thirty-seven in great detail showcases 
four individuals and their take on Job’s situation. The situation resembles 
that of a debate throughout the rest of the book save the ending. The 
friends each have their say and Job in kind responds. While each one speaks 
from their own view, their speeches possess various bits of truth.  

          Job stood steadfast in his faith until he was influenced by three 
friends. Sound like anyone you know? We look to the self-help books and 
those idiot doctors and self proclaimed media kings and queens on television 
to dispense advice and wisdom for all of our problems.   
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          Eliphaz says that he has had a secret revelation from God. He informs 
Job that Job’s suffering is a direct result of sin. The Bible teaches that we 
indeed reap what we sow, but we know that is not the case with Job. Job 
has his reply to that accusation. Basically Job tells his “friend” to take it (the 
accusation) back.  

Bildad is a jerk in my opinion. He appears angry, well maybe self-
righteous, is a better word. He is mad that Job clings to his innocence while 
questioning God. Bildad speaks under the thought train that God could not 
be unjust and would not punish a “just” man. Job’s response was in Chapter 
10:2 “I will say to God: Do not condemn me, but tell me what charges you 
have against me.” You see the change?    

  

After listening to his peers and their take, their opinion on God’s view, 
Job started to question. It is not slightly, it is arrogant for Job or anyone of 
us to say much less think that we will tell God anything.  

          Zophar’s thoughts were based upon his belief that good old Job was a 
hypocrite.  Job responds again, in my opinion, he sounds a bit arrogant. He, 
Job, is assured he will be vindicated.  

          Elihu a younger man speaks to Job and says that the suffering is a 
tool used by God to train and mold us. I know that if we think about our own 
lives and the trials we have endured, most will agree with Elihu. Earlier I 
said God is always drawing us closer. I believe that he is also teaching us. 
Everything, every horrible situation to the best of times can be a teachable 
moment for us from God.  

          Finally, God speaks to Job in chapters 38-41. For lack of a better 
phrase, God Almighty lets the fur fly so to speak. God blasts him with 
rhetorical questions. Recall from earlier I referred to the Father as the 
master of these. Here are some of the questions albeit a bit paraphrased 
from chapters 38-39: 

          “Who is this that darkens my counsel with words without 
knowledge?”  

          “Where were you when I laid the foundations of the earth? 
Tell me if you understand. Who marked off its dimensions? Surely 
you know!”  

          “Where does darkness reside? Have the gates of death been 
shown to you? Does the rain have a father?”  

          “Does the eagle soar at your command?”  
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          Beginning in chapter 40:2, God Almighty says, “Will the one who 
contends with the Almighty correct him? Let him who accuses God 
answer him.”  

          The answer to God’s question is me, you, your friends, your uncle, 
your sister, your aunt. It goes back to what I said earlier. “Why, WHY, WHY, 
God? It’s not fair, God! She wasn’t supposed to die! The baby wasn’t 
supposed to have Cancer!” We all ask why at some point.  

          Job replies starting with verse 3. Job covers his mouth after admitting 
he was unworthy. God proceeds to begin anew with the rhetorical questions. 
This continues until chapter 42.  

Job 42:6 Therefore I despise myself and repent in dust and ashes.  

          If we look back at the “heroes” of the Bible, the men God blessed, we 
see righteous men that were flesh and bone complete with their failures. 
Peter, David, Paul, Solomon, and Job are some of the examples. Each 
repented then was lifted up by the Almighty. We too, my friends, can be like 
that. We can be righteous in the eyes of the Almighty by repenting and 
accepting the Lord Jesus Christ as our savior. A life lived for Christ is free of 
sin in a way. Yes, we are human and even as new creations, Christians will 
fail, but the moment we sin, the Christian will be convicted by God’s Holy 
Spirit, the Great Comforter and we will then repent to the Lord. There is no 
condemnation in Christ. He, Jesus Christ, died for the sins of the world so 
that any and all who believe in Him will have eternal life. Repent today 
friends if you have never given your heart to the Lord Jesus Christ. Today is 
your day, the day of salvation. Come to Jesus, turn away from your sin. Let 
Christ, the Son heal you today as God the Father healed and restored Job so 
many years ago.   

          There’s nothing special about this prayer. It just expresses the desire 
in your heart to help you understand that you need the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Father God, 

 Lord I know that I am a sinner. I know that Jesus Christ is your son. I 
know He died for me on the cross so I can spend eternity in Heaven with 
you. Father, today, I repent, turn away from my sins. Lord I want Jesus to 
come into my life. Lord, I know He died and rose on the third day. Lord I will 
live my life for you and be the best Christian example I can be to the world. 
It is in the precious name of Christ, I pray.           
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Do you pray or are you prey? 

        We are a people that either prays for everything or not all. I don’t see a middle ground 
these days. The future generations I fear are not being taught how much power they can have as 
Christians who openly pray to the Father. Here are some examples of prayers we may hear 
during the course of our days.   

            “Please God, let me pass this test.”  

            “Please God, let the test be negative.”  

            “Please God let the test be positive.”  

            Today, I want to look at one particular prayer. John chapter 17 is dedicated to the prayers 
of Christ. I enjoy that chapter so much. I encourage you to read it. But, today, I want to look at 
Mark chapter 14 verses 32-37. We join Christ and His disciples prior to the arrest.  

Mark 14:32-38 They went to a place called Gethsemane, and Jesus said to his disciples, "Sit here 
while I pray." 33 He took Peter, James and John along with him, and he began to be deeply 
distressed and troubled. 
             

            Jesus took eleven of His disciples with Him on the field trip to the garden. After arriving, 
He took three with him. The three he took were not random. He took Peter, the one He most 
often corrected, James, and John, the Disciple He loved. That phrase, disciple he loved, is found 
in the Gospel of John. These three were the ones Christ took with him to witness the 
transfiguration. Why did Jesus take those three with him to pray? Everything with God is a 
teachable element or moment. Perhaps He was using these last few moments of earthly freedom 
before the arrest to teach once more. Regardless of the reason, they were there. Scriptures tells in 
verse thirty-three he began to be deeply distressed and troubled. 
             
            A recent survey revealed that most adults hate Mondays. Rather, adults dread Mondays. 
Everyone reading this at some point has dreaded doing something. Whether it is an early 
meeting, fighting traffic, or dealing with a rough situation, we all know what it is like to dread 
something. Jesus was fully man and fully God. It is completely understandable that Jesus was 
distressed and troubled. He knew what was about to happen. He knew from day one what He had 
to do. Jesus’ ministry on earth lasted three years. He spoke and taught many times about His 
sacrifice. Just because He knew did not mean He looked forward to it.    
  

Mark 14:34 "My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death," he said to them. "Stay 
here and keep watch."  
  
             
            Why did He say that about His soul? Perhaps it was to show the disciples that sadness is a 
part of life, but it does not control it. He tells the disciples to stay and keep watch. Jesus knew 
what was coming. He knew His time had come. He wanted the disciples to witness the ordeal.  
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Mark 14:35-36 Going a little farther, he fell to the ground and prayed that if possible the hour 
might pass from him. 36 "Abba, Father," he said, "everything is possible for you. Take this cup 
from me. Yet not what I will, but what you will."  

            Jesus’ prayer is the reason for this message. First of all, the He prayed that if possible, let 
this hour pass from Him. This where many people who do not believe Jesus Christ is the Son of 
God, the Savior of all mankind, jump up and say, “See he is a sinner! He didn’t want to die!”  

            Jesus being fully God and fully man allowed His humanity to come out. Was He saying 
that just for Himself alone in the garden? No. Christians know that all scripture is God-Breathed. 
Jesus said many times that all He said was not for Himself, but He spoke what God the Father 
wanted. We are to take this prayer that looks like weakness and understand just how powerful 
Christ is and was even in the moment before the arrest. He is powerful not just because He is 
God, the Son, but because He lives for the will of the Father.  

            Jesus demonstrates the simple truth that God is the master of all. In verse thirty-six Jesus 
says, "Abba, Father, everything is possible for you.”  

            That is a problem for so many non-believers and also Christian people. We try to take 
everything on our shoulders and live without God until bad luck tragedies strike. There’s no such 
thing as luck by the way. We live life and so many times never stop to actually think about or 
realize how truly powerful our Savior is. We never really focus that as scripture teaches, All 
things are possible with God.” The first part of the prayer was Jesus speaking that God has no 
limitations.  

            Verse thirty-six continues with the Lord saying, “Take this cup from me. Yet not what I 
will, but what you will." The cup in question is not the Holy Grail as many King Arthur legends 
dictate, but it is referring to the cross, cavalry, the beatings, and the ultimate sacrifice. Humble, 
humility, compassion, loving, healing, and compassionate are adjectives that often go along any 
description of Christ. The last part of verse thirty-six always hits me and knocks the breath out of 
me. How many of us do things for the church or other people out of pride and or guilt? How 
many of us go on about what we have done for ourselves, family, or old so and so even though 
we had troubles all our own? Many times we pat our backs thinking we have done something big 
when really all we have done is take our eyes off Jesus and the cross. Yes, especially you 
Christians. I am talking to you, too. I am talking to myself as well. The Christian does not and 
should not live anymore four own selfish desires. “Yet not what I will, but what you will."  

            “God, I’m sorry. I’ll live for you. I’ll do what you want!” The hardest thing we as a 
people have to realize as new Christians and mature Christians is that life is never about us. God 
owns every aspect of our life. We, if we are to grow in our faith and our walk with Christ must 
give up the notion that we need to do what we want, when we want it, without thinking of what 
God has planned for us.   

Mark 14:37-38 Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. "Simon," he said to 
Peter, "are you asleep? Could you not keep watch for one hour? 38 Watch and pray so that you 
will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the body is weak."  

            Jesus returns to his disciples. Most of us if we were in His position would have stood 
there, hands on the hips, mouth wide open and screaming.  
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“Here I am about to be arrested, beat down, and crucified, and you losers can’t stay 
awake to be my look outs? Losers!”  

Christ obviously did not do this. He spoke to Peter first by calling him Simon. God as I 
have said in the past is the master of rhetorical questions. He asked Peter, "are you asleep?” We 
know that Christ knew Peter was asleep. Christ continues speaking. “Could you not keep watch 
for one hour?”  

How should we as Christians defeat temptations in our lives? The most logical answer is 
to not put ourselves in situations where we can slip or mess up. This is exactly what Christ tells 
not the three disciples that were with Him, but all of us, Christian or otherwise. “Watch and pray 
so that you will not fall into temptation.” Temptation comes in many shapes. We must be on our 
guard by watching. Satan is always looking for anyone he can destroy. Not only are we to watch, 
but Jesus said pray. God hears the prayers of his children. He, as scriptures teach, inclines his 
ears to the Christian prayer. We are must have a healthy prayer life if we are to grow in Christ. If 
all you do is say prayers before you eat and before sleep, you are not where you need to be! I’m 
not judging anyone, but the Word of God should convict you to spend time with the very One 
who gave His life so that you can have the power, and the ability to spend eternity in Heaven 
with the Father rather than an eternity burning and suffering in Hell.  

            Each generation since Adam has lived less I suppose it could be said. Our bodies, 
biologically speaking, despite how we care for them will only last a little while. Genetics and the 
environment do influence our body makeup, but long before issues of DNA were discovered, the 
Creator of all life, Jesus Christ stated the most obvious truth in regard to our physical bodies. 

Mark 14:38 “The spirit is willing, but the body is weak."  

            Jesus not only was speaking directly to his sleepy disciples, noticeably Peter by name, but 
also to all who will read His words. “The spirit is willing, but the body is weak" refers not just to 
the body’s need for rest, but it can be applied to every other so called need, want, and or 
addiction. How many Christians do we know, or maybe we are that Christian that has say not 
lived a perfect life and given in to something. True, the moment we give in to whatever sin it is, 
we are convicted by The Holy Spirit. Many non-believers and even other Christians argue, “If 
you really are a Christian, you would not do such and such.”  

            On face value, that statement appears to be truthful. Christians don’t praise Jesus on 
Sunday morning then cuss someone out, and flip people off on Sunday afternoon only to go sing 
some praise on Sunday night. People who have made Jesus Christ lord of their life will live lives 
that reflect their devotion to Christ, yes, but as Jesus Himself stated to His followers, “The spirit 
is willing, but the body is weak." We, meaning Christians, are going to mess up. We are going to 
fail daily. But here is the real problem of that statement concerning the body. We are saved by 
Grace alone. Ephesians 2:8-9 says, “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and 
this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast.”   The 
problem is that as a people saved by God’s Grace, we think we can live anyway we choose, do 
whatever to whoever, whenever, and think that good old Jesus knows my heart. He knows I’m 
sorry for doing it. Again, the person who is sold out to God, has truly given his heart to Christ 
will not carry on in the sinful ways he did before coming and asking Christ to save him. The 
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Christian will avoid the temptations of life as Christ directed. The Christian will as Jesus 
instructed stay awake and pray as a means to avoid the snares of sin and temptation.  
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Teenage youth seminar lesson Fall 08 

1 Timothy 4:12  

Let no one look down on your youthfulness, but rather in speech, 
conduct, love, faith and purity, show yourself an example of those 
who believe.  

 The following scriptures were used to expand on the concepts covered on September 13, 2008.  

A.      CONDUCT: 1 Corinthians 15:33: Do not be deceived: "Bad company corrupts good 
morals."  In regards to the issue of drinking, we looked at Proverbs 20:1. “Wine is a 
mocker, strong drink a brawler, and whoever is intoxicated by 
it is not wise.”    

  

B.      Love: The root of the word ‘love’ is the Greek word, agape. Today, we use the word 
love without a second thought. It expresses our feelings at the moment for 
boyfriends and girlfriends, the type of clothing we wear, the things we can’t live 
without and of course the food we eat. We tend to forget how powerful real love is. 
The way we love things and people, honestly does not compare to the way God loves 
us. Most people know of John 3:16. Let’s look at it for a second. Jesus died for the 
sins of the world not because He was bored and had nothing to do, but because God 
the Father loved us so much. Jesus Christ himself stated in John 15:13 ‘Greater 
love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his 
friends.’   We as a people, if you are a Christian, your actions towards others should 
reflect the love of Christ.  Paul was telling Timothy to be the example, the measuring 
stick if you will. Love, the way God intended it, is everlasting meaning it knows no 
bounds.      

Exodus 20:12 Honor your Mother and Father 

Proverbs 23:20 Do not despise your mother when she is old.  

  

C.      Faith: Faith according to Webster means belief and trust in and loyalty to God (2): belief 
in the traditional doctrines of a religion b (2): complete trust.  Let me give you an 
example of what Jesus said in regard to faith. Thomas, a disciple, did not believe that 
Christ arose from the dead. He said that he would only believe if he could see and feel 
the nail scarred hands. Jesus came to him and said, “Because you have seen me, 
you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have 
believed." Being firmly based in your faith in Christ means that not only do you not 
doubt that Christ is the Savior, but you don’t stray from His teachings. Truth is young 
people today are hit harder by more non-Christian material than ever before. Music and 
movies promoting everything but Christian values flood all of you daily. Most young 
people when going off to college stop attending church services completely and stop 
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praying to the Lord. Jesus Christ is the cornerstone of salvation. If we are to be a people 
that grow in Christ, we must hold onto the Gospel. Again, let me just say that everyone 
is watching the Christian teenager. Paul instructs us as Christians to always be able to 
give a defense of our belief in Christ. Think about it. Christian people as instructed by 
Jesus after His resurrection to spread the message, the good news about salvation 
through Christ. What does it say about us if we cannot defend what we believe? We 
need to be ready regardless of age.  

It is so powerful to see young adults show a maturity in their faith that surpasses or goes 
past their years. Faith comes as scripture teaches from hearing the word of God. Isaiah 
7:9 says if we do not stand firm in our faith, we will not stand at all. Once the disciples 
were in a boat and they saw Jesus walking on water toward them. Peter cried out, “If’s 
it’s you, Lord, give me a sign.” Jesus told him to come. Peter got out of the boat and 
began walking on water toward Christ. The second Peter looked away from Christ he 
started to fall and screamed for the Lord to save him. Jesus did. Know what he said to 
Peter?   “You of little faith. Why did you doubt?”  

The scenario we looked at dealt with our faith and hanging out with others who don’t 
share the belief in Christ.  2 Corinthians 2:14  Do not be bound together with 
unbelievers; for what partnership have righteousness and 
lawlessness, or what fellowship has light with darkness?  

  

D.     Purity: Peer Pressure is one of the one of the easiest ways to fall into sin without 
meaning too.  

“Come on, one drink won’t kill you.”  The Bible says Wine is a strong mocker.   

“One puff is not a big deal.”     The Bible says your body is a temple. 

“I THOUGHT YOU LOVED ME.” Sex outside of marriage is lust and a sin. Not love. 

“Nobody will know.”                  God knows. The eyes of the Father see everything. 

Many teenagers feel they must gain acceptance from their peers. In doing so, teens take 
their eyes off Jesus. Our final point today is purity.   

Purity. It’s not just a brand of milk. Jesus is the ultimate example of purity; He busied 
Himself with the work of God not the desires of the flesh. When we live for God, we do 
not live for our own desires. The media as I mentioned earlier, music and TV are filled 
with filth. It is a proven fact that what we watch and listen to directly affects our 
immediate outlook. Doctors advise people to not watch sports or anything controversial 
before bed because we will have trouble resting because our brains will not let go of 
what we have seen or heard. This applies to our Christian walk.  The majority of rap, 
rock, hip hop, and country tell us that violence, casual sex, drinking and drugs are okay 
and acceptable behavior as long as it feels good. That kind of thinking is not of God, but 
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from Satan. In the handout, there is extra material on role playing card games and how 
they affect the Christian teen’s purity. Now we come to the tough part of our lesson. 
Biologically speaking, many teenagers today are *Raging Hormones.*  
  

The world says that you should have sex when you are ready. It says sex is a way to 
show your love. Let us look at what God says:  

Genesis 1: 27-28 – “So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he 
created him; male and female he created them. God blessed them and said to them, 
"Be fruitful and increase in number;” 

Genesis 2:24 – “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united 
to his wife, and they will become one flesh.” 

Hebrews 13:4 – “Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage bed kept pure, 
for God will judge the adulterer and all the sexually immoral.” 

            Sex outside of marriage should never be justified as an act of love. It is not.  

1 Corinthians 6:13 – “The body is not meant for sexual immorality, but for the Lord, 
and the Lord for the body.” 

It does not have to be a physical act to be sinful. Looking at girls and guys with lust is just 
as bad. Jesus said in Matthew 5:27 “Do not commit adultery. But I tell you that if anyone 
who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart.” 

Just one glance leads to a longer look. A longer look leads to thoughts. Thoughts lead to 
actions. Actions lead to regret. 

1 Thessalonians 4:3-4 – “It is God's will that you should be sanctified: that you 
should avoid sexual immorality; that each of you should learn to control his own 
body in a way that is holy and honorable” 

1 Corinthians 10:13 – “No temptation has seized you except what is common to 
man. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. 
But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand 
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John 17 

We as a Christian people should try to emulate or be like Christ. Today, we will look at 
John 17. There are three areas of this chapter that we will be looked at. Most Bibles label the first 
part as Jesus prays for Himself.    

          John 17:1-5 After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed: "Father, the time 
has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. 2For you granted him authority over 
all people that he might give eternal life to all those you have given him. 3Now this is eternal 
life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. 4I have 
brought you glory on earth by completing the work you gave me to do. 5And now, Father, 
glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the world began.  
  
            Jesus starts out by stating the obvious. The time for saving all mankind had come. 
"Father, the time has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you.” The line glorify 
your son that your Son may glorify you is a line where many opponents want to say that Christ 
was seeking His own glory. That’s not it. The glorification of Christ was accomplished the 
moment He gave up the ghost and said, “It is finished.” God was then glorified because of the 
Son’s sacrifice. Jesus was not seeking his own glory, but rather the glory through His sacrifice 
for God the Father.   
  

            Lines two and three at times cause controversy. There are Christian people that say only 
so and so is going to Heaven or everybody is going because they either think Christ’s sacrifice 
was for only certain people or that we all are God’s children regardless of the sacrifice of Christ.  

For you granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all those you have 
given him. Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, 
whom you have sent. 

            Jesus says that He has been given authority by the Father over all people. That is not 
difficult to understand, but here comes the problem for some folks; that he might give eternal life 
to all those you have given him. No one has ever come to Christ on his own. I’ll explain. When I 
accepted the Lord Jesus as my savior, I did not do it because I thought it was just a good idea or I 
wanted to be a member of a church. I knew God was working on me. I knew I had to have a 
relationship with Christ. Every Christian that is reading this I know understands what I am 
saying. The Bible says that God doesn’t want anyone to perish. That is why as Jesus said, “My 
father is always working.” God is always drawing people closer to him. Christ died so that all 
who believe will be saved. Election is not a feasible thought. If it were, how stupid would it be to 
say Jesus died for me, but not that loser down the road? It is equally ignorant to say that just 
because we are alive we are children of God. Scriptures teaches just the opposite.  

            This current generation for all its technological advances is no different from previous 
ones. Each generation until the last will come to know Abraham, Noah, Moses, Daniel, David 
and the rest. Secular history books allow these figures to be taught from a historical view. Christ 
is taught as well from the world view as being a teacher and prophet. Jesus used the parable to 
teach his disciples and the masses. But, here in John 17, we are allowed in plain, understandable 
text to read, hear, experience and receive eternal life.  
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John 1:3 Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, 
whom you have sent. 

            Jesus spells it out! That they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom 
you have sent. As easy as it is to understand, there is a catch. Other than the so-called atheist, 
people realize there is a creator. The sinner, let’s say, a teenager, is involved in many things that 
are not Christian oriented. The sinning teenager says he believes in God, but wants to have fun. 
Or perhaps the teenager has doubts about Jesus. Just knowing who God is, the Father and the 
Son is not what is being said here.  

“How do you know? Were you there?”  

All scripture is “God-breathed. (1 Timothy 3:16) With that being understood, the Book of 
James tells us that even the demons believe in one God and they tremble. The demons 
recognized Christ when He walked the earth. Simply saying you know God and Jesus like you 
would say you “know” so and so as they walk down the street is not what is being said. We 
know God through and because of Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross when we accept Him as Lord of 
our life. There are numerous instances/scriptures where Jesus speaks this truth. Perhaps the most 
widely used verse is John 14:6. "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me.”” Jesus is not just a way to eternity. He is the only way.  

John17:4 I have brought you glory on earth by completing the work you gave me to do. 

            Jesus taught that good trees never produce bad fruit. Furthermore He taught that bad trees 
do not produce good fruit. If we are children of God, a people that have given everything to the 
Lord Jesus Christ we will act like it. Our lives will show a love for Christ and others. We will 
exalt and bring glory to God just as Christ did.  

            Jesus was, is, and forever will be the reigning Lord of all creation. It is beyond tragic that 
so many do not believe in the deity of Christ. They don’t believe He is God. They just think he 
was born from Mary, raised by Joseph, taught a nice message was killed for His belief and died. 
Others, notably the Islamic faith disavows that Christ even died. Either way, who Christ is, is 
sometimes overlooked. In verse five, Christ makes another, fairly simple, easy to understand 
statement. “And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before 
the world began.”   
  
            Jesus the Son was with God the Father and God the Holy Spirit also known as The Great 
Comforter before the world was spoken into existence 6008 years ago. Take a look at part of 
verse twenty-six from Genesis chapter one: Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in 
our likeness. God is not bipolar, okay. He just was not alone. Jesus refers to Himself in 
Revelation as the Alpha and the Omega. He was with the Father and the Comforter from the 
beginning.  
            Chapter 17 verses six through nineteen detail Christ praying for His disciples. Let us look 
at the entire piece before dissecting the individual pieces.  
  
"I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you gave 
them to me and they have obeyed your word. 7 Now they know that everything you have given 
me comes from you. 8 For I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted them. They 
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knew with certainty that I came from you, and they believed that you sent me. 9 I pray for them. 
I am not praying for the world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours. 10 All I have 
is yours, and all you have is mine. And glory has come to me through them. 11 I will remain in 
the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect 
them by the power of your name—the name you gave me—so that they may be one as we are 
one. 12 While I was with them, I protected them and kept them safe by that name you gave me. 
None has been lost except the one doomed to destruction so that Scripture would be fulfilled. 
13"I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so that they may 
have the full measure of my joy within them. 14I have given them your word and the world has 
hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of the world. 15 My prayer is not 
that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. 16 They are not 
of the world, even as I am not of it. 17 Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you 
sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world. 19 For them I sanctify myself, that they 
too may be truly sanctified. 
  

            Jesus to start out with here is taking about the disciples, yes, even Judas. "I have revealed 
you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you gave them to me and 
they have obeyed your word.” It was not that long before Christ spoke these words to the Father 
that the disciples were arguing among themselves concerning who was greatest. Although Christ 
was speaking straightaway about these twelve, isn’t it a wonderful feeling knowing that our God 
speaks up for us like that? Don’t let anyone lead you astray. The Bible is clear that the Gospel 
message is for all people. Yes, God, Jesus Christ, God in the flesh chose twelve specific men to 
complete the tasks at hand, but at no time has Christ ever denied anyone who came to Him for a 
healing.    

7 Now they know that everything you have given me comes from you. 8 For I gave them the 
words you gave me and they accepted them. They knew with certainty that I came from you, and 
they believed that you sent me.” 

            Can you imagine what the disciples felt when Christ was arrested? Scripture teaches that 
all fled except for Peter, who would as Jesus foretold deny knowing the Lord not once but three 
times, and an unnamed disciple (Maybe John). John was at the crucifixion with Mary, the mother 
of Christ. If all Jesus spoke was a lie, the disciple would have never built the church. We would 
not have the term Christian, Christ would be a fable and most importantly, we would all get what 
we deserve; hell forever. But, praise be to God, the disciples as Jesus said, knew Jesus was the 
Christ.  

John 17:9-10 I pray for them. I am not praying for the world, but for those you have given me, 
for they are yours. 10 All I have is yours, and all you have is mine. And glory has come to me 
through them.  

            This not only applies to the disciples, but also to all of us. Christ is praying on our behalf 
before the Father just as He does when we face the Father on the Day of Judgment. “All I have is 
yours, and all you have is mine. And glory has come to me through them.” Go ahead. It’s okay, 
maybe. The Savior of all mankind just said glory has come to Him through them. Them refers to 
the disciples, again, but also His children, the believers in the Risen Lord. Wow. Such unity 
exists between the Father, the Son, and the Spirit. “All I have is yours, and all you have is mine.” 
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Christ wanted His followers to be united like the Trinity. John 17:11 I will remain in the world 
no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them by 
the power of your name—the name you gave me—so that they may be one as we are one. 

Verse twelve mentions Judas as the one that is doomed. “While I was with them, I 
protected them and kept them safe by that name you gave me. None has been lost except the one 
doomed to destruction so that Scripture would be fulfilled.” Prophecy to be true must come to 
pass. I don’t know why Judas was the one out of all history to be the one to betray Him. The fact 
is he was and that’s done. He served a purpose although an infamous one.                

John 17:13-16 "I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so 
that they may have the full measure of my joy within them. 14 I have given them your word and 
the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of the world. 15 My 
prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. 16 
They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. 

            Verse thirteen shows us that Jesus is using a word that should come natural to us as 
Christians. Joy is what we should have. I know life is tough now. I know it. God though, wants 
us to be happy, to be joyful. If you are a Christian that is full of sadness, and you are down 
trodden, how unfair is that to Christ? Jesus as he headed to the place of the skull, Golgotha, 
Cavalry, told his mother Mary that He indeed did make all things new. How can we be a people 
that claim to have the joy of God, but lives that reflect everything but? It makes you think don’t 
it?  

            “I have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world 
any more than I am of the world.” This not only applies to the original twelve, but to Christians 
everywhere! We as Christians are not a part of this world. Time after time we are told to look to 
the things of Heaven not the earth. We are told to focus on the will of God in our lives, not the 
desires of our failed flesh and humanity. The world you know hates us as Christians. That isn’t a 
surprise. The world says sex with anyone anywhere and anytime is okay. Several states have 
redefined marriage from what the Holy Scripture deems truth. We have as a pastor friend of 
mine once said, “A Feel Good Gospel,” where anything goes as long as you feel good. What a 
tragedy we have become in the face of an Almighty God.     

            Verse fifteen and sixteen show Christ praying for something very specific. “My prayer is 
not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. They are not 
of the world, even as I am not of it.” How awesome do you feel right now after hearing or 
reading that? The God of all, the Son of Man, asks in prayer for God’s protection over us. Too 
many people today place the angels above the Son and the Father. God whether he uses angels or 
Himself protects His children. That being said, so many who wish to denounce Christ scream 
out, “Why does God allow innocent people to die or become disease ridden to the point of 
death?”  

            “I don’t know.” Is that plain enough? Recently I wrote about the Book of Job. Job and 
company pondered the same questions. Tragedy, my friends, more times than not strengthens our 
resolve and faith in Christ. Christian people never feel closer to God than when tragedies are 
attempting to rip their lives apart. Getting back to the original point, our God prays for protection 
for His followers. He made the distinction that those who follow Him are not of the world.   
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The dictionary defines sanctify with the following: to make holy; set apart as sacred; 
consecrate. Keep that in mind as we look at verses seventeen through nineteen.  

Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. As you sent me into the world, I have sent them 
into the world. For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified.  
             

            We all know that God so loved the world as 3:16 instructs, that he sent Christ to die for 
us. Here we see and hear Jesus Himself tell why He completed the task after He gave up the 
glory of Heaven for the dirt of the earth. “As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into 
the world.  Christ is saying that just as He had a job to do, so did the disciples. I said it earlier, 
but can you imagine what the world would be like if the disciples ignored the Great 
Commission? The disciples turned apostles had a huge task of spreading Christianity and setting 
up church services. If you think they did it with good luck you are wrong. The very hand of the 
Almighty, the Spirit of God was with them, leading and guiding.   

Verse nineteen knocks it out of the park to borrow a cliché from political candidates. “For 
them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified.” Every Gospel preaching Jesus 
 Christ Savior church should be stating this every time the doors are opened. We are 
lackadaisical and complacent concerning the very issue of our salvation. Christ in this prayer 
although directed to the twelve references you and me. “For them I sanctify myself,” Christ says. 
For them, for you, for me, for the children that are yet to be. “That they too may be truly 
sanctified.” We don’t realize even with the Gibson movie what Christ gave up and took up for 
us. He did the most unselfish act in all history so we would not be a part of a world that is ruled 
by the prince of the air, Satan, a world that is already on its way to the Lake of Fire, the Second 
Death. I suppose you can say 
            In the last part of John chapter 17 starting with verse twenty, we see the prayer Christ 
says for future believers.  
  
"My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their 
message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they 
also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. I have given them the glory 
that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one: I in them and you in me. May they be 
brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as 
you have loved me. "Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to 
see my glory, the glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the 
world. "Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I know you, and they know that 
you have sent me. I have made you known to them, and will continue to make you known in 
order that the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them." 

             
            Jesus begins this final part of the prayer by specifically addressing the future generations 
of believers. "My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me 
through their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in 
you.” Christianity began with Christ’s sacrifice on the cross. It continued by the apostles setting 
up the church, and it continues today when we not only exalt, worship, and fellowship in the 
presence of the Lord Almighty, but when sinners are won by the Gospel message of His loving 
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Grace. Unity does not exist where dissention reigns. Jesus said He prayed for those who will 
believe in Him, and that they be one just like He and the Father are one. Today good people, we 
tend to look at the denominational sign on the door as a measuring stick of how much we love 
God. I am going to say with love I hope what everyone thinks. Today, we as a Christian people 
are too wrapped up on church membership rather than the time and quality we put in on 
worshipping the Lord.  
  
            Some people complain about the color of the carpet, music selection, use of instruments, 
non-use of instruments, size of the offering plate, the preacher’s tie, and of course the number of 
times the Lord’s Supper is observed. Do we really think that this interferes with a person’s 
decision to live for Christ? We should not base our Christian goodness on the name and 
reputation of our church, but rather be of one Christian body, the body that represents the Lamb 
of God’s bride, the church, and Jesus Christ Himself!  
    
  

            Listen and read the words carefully: May they also be in us so that the world may believe 
that you have sent me. I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we 
are one: I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know 
that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. How we as a Christian people 
spread the Gospel message if we are divided? Satan has his hand in every church division. We 
cannot have one third of the people going with preacher so and so while the others stay with 
deacon Joe because older hymnals are used. “May they also be in us so that the world may 
believe that you have sent me.” Jesus instructed the eleven apostles to spread His message, of the 
blessed Hope, Grace, and love Love. Brothers and sisters we are the body of Christ, we are His 
people, but don’t think for a moment that we save anyone. We are told to tell, lead, and live a 
Christ-like example, but remember it is the Grace of the Lord that saves us from that burning 
lake.    

            “I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one. I in 
them and you in me.” What is that glory you may be asking? His sacrifice for us is what the 
glory is. It is a mockery, a shame, and an insult to the risen savior that so many worldly, Satan 
inspired divisions cast doubt the church body’s love and dedication to Christ. The Father, Son, 
and Spirit want nothing less than for all people to turn from sin and be united in one accord to 
worship. Here’s some of that scripture to further explain the unity idea. “May they be brought to 
complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have 
loved me."Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my 
glory, the glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the world.”  

            "Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I know you, and they know that 
you have sent me. Jesus said many times that people would know God the Father if they knew 
the Son. The “they” Christ refers to are His children. We as Christian people are not a part of the 
world. We are set apart, saved by Grace because we have acknowledged and repented from our 
sins and accepted the Grace from an Almighty God. If we factor out those people who say they 
don’t believe that Jesus died for their sins, we are left with the independent voters so to speak. 
More times than not they will admit that the world has a creator. They admit God may be the 
One. There will come a day when all know and confess. I have made you known to them, and 
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will continue to make you known in order that the love you have for me may be in them and that 
I myself may be in them." Jesus once said to the Pharisees in regard to their questioning Him 
concerning His observance of the Sabbath, “My Father is always working.” Jesus too by His 
words is always working to draw the hurt, the broken, and the lost closer to the Father.  
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Jesus, Demons, and Pigs 

Jesus Christ, the Savior, remains merciful to those who call out to him. Today, we will 
look at a time when Jesus some may argue was merciful to demons. When you first hear this you 
may think I am totally crazy. We can look at scripture that detail accounts where Jesus ordered 
demons to leave their human hosts and they did without further discussion, but for now, this day, 
we will turn to the Gospel of Mark chapter five.  

            Most know the story of the wild man that Jesus healed. Christ took the demons out and 
put them into swine. Today we will examine that passage and look at a very sad, heartbreaking 
line of scripture that hopefully instill in all of us a greater urgency to spread the Gospel.    

Mark 5:1  
They went across the lake to the region of the Gerasenes. 2 When Jesus got out of the boat, a 
man with an evil spirit came from the tombs to meet him. 3 This man lived in the tombs, and no 
one could bind him any more, not even with a chain. 4 For he had often been chained hand and 
foot, but he tore the chains apart and broke the irons on his feet. No one was strong enough to 
subdue him. 5 Night and day among the tombs and in the hills he would cry out and cut himself 
with stones.  
            Think about this possessed man for a minute. He comes from out of the tombs, a 
cemetery mind you, to face God in the flesh, Jesus Christ. The man from the description had 
been chained. We have a dog that is constantly snapping her chain and running loose. I imagine 
this man looks similar to our dog. The chains are dangling from his arms and legs as he lives 
alone in the wilderness covered by death and her cemetery. The man is too strong to be held by 
human hands. Scripture says that night and day he would cry and cut himself with stones. He is 
utterly alone, mentally anguished, and perpetually abusing himself physically. If you ask me, that 
just about describes your run of the mill “emo” kid. The man is self-mutilating himself with 
rocks. Needless to say, his life is crap.  

 6 When he saw Jesus from a distance, he ran and fell on his knees in front of him. 7 He shouted at 
the top of his voice, "What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? Swear to 
God that you won't torture me!" 8 For Jesus had said to him, "Come out of this man, you evil 
spirit!"  

            Tortured, lonely man runs to Jesus and falls on his knees. He screams at God, “What do 
you want with me?” It is amazing to me that the beast demons inside of this man knew and 
recognized Christ. Jesus taught for three threes during his earthly ministry that the road to 
Heaven is narrow and only a few find it. He taught his followers to fear not that the world hates 
them because the world does not know Him. Yet, here, a demon possessed man runs to Christ, 
falls to the ground and acknowledges Christ by calling Him the Son of the Most High God. 
Demons do something that most congregational members refuse to do; acknowledge the Living 
God, Jesus Christ.  

            The demon asks Christ to swear that He won’t torture him. See they know. The opposing 
team led by Satan knows they cannot stand to an Almighty Father, Son, and Spirit. The demon is 
begging Christ to leave him. Jesus of course orders the demon out.     
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            Immediately after ordering the demon out, Jesus asks the demon a funny question. I know 
from reading and studying scripture, Jesus never did anything other than what the Father wanted 
Him to do. I believe the following dialogue was done for the benefit of the soon to be healed 
man.  

9 Then Jesus asked him, "What is your name?"  

 "My name is Legion," he replied, "for we are many."  

10 And he begged Jesus again and again not to send them out of the area. 

            A Christian acquaintance of mine years ago told me when the subject of demons arose 
that, “Demon possession was in Bible times. We don’t have any of that today.”  

            “So, you don’t think demons exist today?”  

            “No. That was Bible times.”  

            “When did they (demons) cease to exist?” 

            “I dunno-I just don’t think that people could be possessed.”  

            “The Word of God hasn’t changed. Satan is still trying to run interference.”  

            The conversation went on and on. Again, I am not an educated theologian. I am armed 
only with my study and what God has allowed me to know of His Word. We are in “Bible 
Times.” I do not see a change. The nights are still as dark, evil is a real entity, and as Peter called 
Satan, he is still a lion on the prowl looking to devour any he can. Now, let’s get back to the 
scripture.  

            The demon responded, “My name is Legion for we are many.”  

            How many tenants you got living up in there you may want to ask.  Historically speaking 
a legion in a Roman army would have been five thousand or so. I don’t have a mathematical 
formula to figure that one out. Truth is, we don’t need to know how many demons it takes to 
possess a man, woman, or child. All we need to know is that this possessed man fell on his knees 
before God in the flesh, recognized His deity, and begged.   

            If you have ever had a pet pig or get fanatically upset over animal rights or the lack 
thereof in some cases, let me warn you now. The following scripture is true (as is all scripture). 
If you disagree with this, please forward all your complaints to God the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit via prayer. 

  11 A large herd of pigs was feeding on the nearby hillside. 12 The demons begged Jesus, "Send 
us among the pigs; allow us to go into them." 13 He gave them permission, and the evil spirits 
came out and went into the pigs. The herd, about two thousand in number, rushed down the steep 
bank into the lake and were drowned.  

            Two thousand or there about pigs go charging off the cliff. This may be where the cliché 
“when pigs fly,” was first uttered by a bystander. Let’s look again at what transpired. The 
demons begged Jesus, "Send us among the pigs; allow us to go into them."   
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Legion, a demon that could not be controlled by mankind begged Jesus. Begged I repeat. 
Why was he begging to not be let out in that area? I don’t know if the geography of the area had 
anything to do with it, but the simple fact is, the man, the host body had to be comfortable. At 
first Christ ordered Legion out, but then inquired about its name. After hearing the pleas, Christ 
as scripture says gave permission.   

13 He gave them permission, and the evil spirits came out and went into the pigs. 

            If the pig herd had not been present would Christ have given permission? I don’t know. I 
don’t think for a moment that the pigs being present were a coincidence. I don’t wish to bore you 
dear readers with Pigology 101, but here goes: Pigs were considered unclean beasts at this time. 
Pigs, while considered suitable pets I suppose, are thought of as disgusting creatures. Politicians 
who waste taxpayer monies do so on initiatives/wastes of time/paper on “pork barrel” projects. 
The point is, even today, pigs are looked at in an unsavory light. Biblically speaking I don’t 
recall any other animal other than the snake and the pig being possessed by either Satan or 
demons. With that being said, it is logically and poetically just that Christ “allowed” the demons 
to enter into the ill-fated pigs.     

This is usually the point where animal rights’ folks stand up and scream, “Jesus destroyed 
the economic harmony of the pig herders, poor piggy piggy,” and such. Earlier I alluded to the 
fact that Christ never did anything during his three year ministry that the Father did not want. 
The ordeal with the pigs was a vehicle to further spread the Gospel. Speaking of the owners of 
the pigs, let’s check on them.  

            “He did what?”  

            “Something came out of old crazy Joe up at the bone yard!”  

            “What happened to your pigs? They flew?”  

            “No. No! Something came out of Joe and went into that them pigs. My entire herd went 
charging off the cliff!” 

            “You say there was another fellow there that said, ‘Come out,’?”  

             “Yep.”  

            “Let’s get the rest of the folks and go see!”  

            That wasn’t the scripture. It was my own attempt at southern humor, but the scripture 
reads close to it. 

  14 Those tending the pigs ran off and reported this in the town and countryside, and the people 
went out to see what had happened. 

The people knew the demon possessed man that I named Joe. They knew of his 
condition. Apparently since he had chains on his appendages, we have to assume the good 
people who were now present to see the pig incident had at one time at least attempted to chain 
up this “crazy” man in an attempt to help him. You would think they would be happy to see that 
the man formerly known as crazy was no longer impaired. Not so much.  
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15 When they came to Jesus, they saw the man who had been possessed by the legion of demons, 
sitting there, dressed and in his right mind; and they were afraid.  

            Fear drives us more than we wish to acknowledge. These people were afraid. The man 
known as formerly demon possessed sat coherently, in his right mind, dressed, AKA not naked, 
and they were afraid no doubt of Christ. Before going on to verse sixteen, I want all of us to 
think about and appreciate what we have thanks to Christ alone. It is not until you humbly come 
to the cross of Christ, repent of your sins and acknowledge who He is, that the Grace of God, 
Father, Son, and Spirit abolishes your sins forever. We are demon possessed, but look at the 
change in the man after Christ healed Him. Throughout scripture we are taught that once a sinner 
comes to Christ repenting of sin and acknowledging the deity of Christ, that person is no longer a 
sinner, but viewed by Holy God as a saint! Without the healing of God Almighty, Jesus Christ, 
we are filthy, dirty rags that God the Father will not look upon. If we don’t repent and make 
Christ the Lord of our lives, then the Son will deny us in front of the Father. Oh what a day that 
will be when God looks upon us and sees that we are his because of our belief in the One he sent.  

16 Those who had seen it told the people what had happened to the demon-possessed man—and 
told about the pigs as well. 17Then the people began to plead with Jesus to leave their region.  

  

            Verse seventeen breaks my heart. Then the people began to plead with Jesus to leave 
their region. “No thanks, Jesus.” They were afraid and begged Jesus to leave. Let’s look at it 
from a modern perspective. We are the fearful people. We have heard about a man named Joe 
who has been changed, healed if you will, converted to Christianity. We know how wild Joe 
used to be. We had parties at Joe’s place. But now instead of parties, Joe is having Saturday 
night Bible Study. Joe is active in church and he is living the Christian life.  

            If we are not Christians, we think Joe has lost his mind. We are so used to the world, beer 
commercials, Hollywood, and talking heads (TV personalities) telling us what’s right, we are 
essentially telling Christ to leave just like the people in Mark chapter five whether it is by us not 
hanging out with Joe, not attending church, and or engaging in anything that keeps Jesus from 
developing a relationship with us.  

            Jesus did as they asked. He left. He left, but He left a witness that would proclaim the 
news.  

18 As Jesus was getting into the boat, the man who had been demon-possessed begged to go with 
him. 19 Jesus did not let him, but said, "Go home to your family and tell them how much the 
Lord has done for you, and how he has had mercy on you." 20 So the man went away and 
began to tell in the Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him. And all the people were 
amazed. 

   

        The man wanted to go with Christ. He was willing to be like many of 
the other disciples in that he would leave his family to follow Christ. That 
was not what the Lord had in mind. "Go home to your family and tell 
them how much the Lord has done for you, and how he has had 
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mercy on you." Christ did not want glory for Himself. He was not patting 
Himself on the back saying, “Atta boy.” It was to spread the news of the 
power, love, grace, and mercy of God.   

You may already be a Christian. If you are, God bless you. Continue to 
study and exalt Lord Jesus above all. Maybe you’re not. If not, you are one 
breath away from hell. Today is the day of salvation because tomorrow is 
never promised. Come to Jesus and let Him heal you today. Tomorrow may 
be something you never see. Your tomorrow will be an eternity of pain and 
suffering burning forever in hell if you die without Jesus as your Savior 
today. All you have to do to be saved is come to the cross of Christ by 
sincerely, truly repenting of your sins and giving your life to Christ.  

Father God,  

I know I have sinned. Father, I cannot live this life anymore without 
you. Father, I turn away from these sins, Lord. I believe Jesus is your son. I 
know He took my place on the cross and died for me. I know He rose from 
death allowing me to spend eternity with you God if I make Him Lord of my 
life. Lord, I ask your son, the Lord Jesus Christ to come into my heart, my 
life. Lord, make me a new creation. It is in the holy name of Christ, I pray. 
Amen. 

If you prayed that prayer, if you have truly given your heart to Christ, 
the Holy Spirit of God as scripture teaches now lives within you. Go now and 
find if you do not have one, a Gospel preaching church. Join with the other 
family members of Christ and grow in the knowledge through prayer and 
reading and studying of The Bible.  
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Where Do You Stand? 

Luke 11:23  

“He who is not with me is against me, and he who does not gather with me scatters.”  

            It’s more than dressing up nice on Sunday. It’s more than patting yourself on the back 
when you give 11 %. Today’s Christian by statistical accounts is more lost than those packed and 
awaiting hell. I proclaim this because today’s Christian does not hold to God’s Word. The Bible 
has in the minds of the educated, secular progressives become even more outdated than a Y2K 
reference. Other worldly ideologist sects fundamentally disagree on several issues, but they all 
come together to denounce Christ’s deity. They proclaim Jesus Christ was a nice guy that spoke 
nice things, promoted peace, condemned those judging adultery, and promoted the homosexual 
agenda, blah blah blah. Seriously, there are those who passionately teach these ideas about our 
sacred Lord and only Savior Jesus Christ. If you are upset about that, what do you do?  

            Isaiah 7:9 “ ‘If you do not stand firm in your faith, you will not 
stand at all.' " 

          Denominational dogmas have since the beginnings of the church plagued believer and 
non-believer alike. Many turn away from the church because they don’t feel welcomed or 
wanted. Jesus made it very clear in the scripture above. I’ll put here again. “He who is not with 
me is against me, and he who does not gather with me scatters.” The Gospel has been 
perverted, diminished, and worst of all has not been made the focus, or focal point of the 
church’s mission. Many times, meals, events, feel-good times have to come first. If it isn’t that 
kind of thing, we have organizations under the mantle of a church saying only certain people can 
get to Heaven based upon conditions. What? Does that sound like gathering or scattering?  

            Ask someone who goes to Heaven. Many times even church members will answer, 
“Those who have done enough good.” My question then is, “What part did Christ’s death and 
resurrection play in salvation if “Those who have done enough good” can get to Heaven on their 
own? Listen, the Christian’s live will reflect a life full of good works done through conviction of 
the Holy Spirit not because so and so is trying to work their way to God. If you are reading this 
and don’t know, please allow me the blessing of telling you. The Grace of Christ alone saves. 
We are saved by His Grace. He died upon the cross taking the sins of the entire world upon His 
shoulders. All who believe in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior and ask Him to be the Lord of their 
life are saved by God’s grace.   

            It is not just the church as a whole that scatters. It is the individual Christian or person 
that claims to be a Christian that scatters more than gathers based upon how they live their 
beliefs. No matter how many non-important issues we have regarding our churches, the one 
constant element we must live and teach the lost is the simplicity of the Gospel. Jesus Christ is 
the only way to heaven. God gave His Son so that we may have life through Him.  
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Christmas Trees 

We put up the fake tree for Christmas the other day and I was hit with 
a thought. Please bear with me. I know the origin of the Christmas tree, but 
I’m using it to make a valid point and metaphor. We are fake Christmas 
trees. Before we come to Christ, we are the bare metal or plastic stand that 
does not have any limbs. As the Bible teaches, we are sinners before a just 
and righteous God. It is not until the Comforter known as God’s Holy Spirit 
comes to us that we become more than what we were. The Holy Spirit for 
lack of a better word or phrase decorates us in the splendor of God’s Grace. 
We acknowledge Jesus Christ as God’s Son, our only salvation, and repent, 
stop doing the things we know are against God’s will, and we ask Jesus to be 
the lord of our lives.  

          Many people even those wearing a Christian mantle say, “Man cannot 
know God’s mind or will.” Are you kidding me? What is that book holding up 
your coffee table? Quit using it as an oversized coaster and realize that yes, 
we, mere, mortal men can know God and His plan for us in the Word which 
is the Bible! Our secular, liberal world is biblically illiterate. This is nothing 
new. I honestly do not know how many times God turned his back to the 
children of Israel because of their inability to follow His rules.  

Judges 2:10  After that whole generation had been gathered to their 
fathers, another generation grew up, who knew neither the LORD 
nor what he had done for Israel. 

          During this Christmas season we have too many bare, naked, and just 
plain trees standing about. We do not have the beautifully decorated trees 
with the blinking lights that warm the hearts. Oh no, we cannot have that. 
Look at the verse again, well, one part specifically. Another generation 
grew up, who knew neither the LORD nor what he had done for 
Israel. This current trend of ignorance toward the Christ, the Father, and 
Spirit has always been here. It’s just, today; Satan has more avenues at his 
disposal.  

        Christian soldiers Arise! Take your weapons, The Holy Bible! Open 
them, study, learn, and live them! Know that true understanding begins with 
the fear of The Lord! Prepare the breastplate of righteousness! Resist the 
devil and he will flee you! The future of tomorrow cannot learn the lessons of 
the past if we do not teach them in the present! If you are reading or 
hearing this and you are a Christian, are you a fully decorated tree that 
shines the light of Christ for those who walk behind or are you not? If you 
life belongs truly to Christ you will not live for yourself but for the One who 
saved you from Hell.   
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Love Today? 

    Do you love Jesus? Do you love Him today? Do you love Him in the rain? Do you love 
Him when there’s pain? Do you love Him in the sun? Do you love Him when you run? It is so 
easy to say, “I am a Christian.” It is even easier to say that and live “on-fire” for God and the 
Kingdom for the honeymoon period. Many times new Christians and even the older, mature in 
Christ Christians forget the simplistic basics of their affection to Christ. Sometimes we say, “I am 
a Christian,” and our mind convinces us that because we are Christian, our lives are covered by 
roses and the air of success and life is always going to be sweet.  When reality sets in and our 
life expectation goes askew, we tend not to say, “I’m a Christian and I love Jesus,” to “Why me! 
God--------.” People do this. Maybe you have. I have been guilty of it. David wrote what we 
know as Psalm 57 more than likely in a cave while hiding from those who would kill him. The 
importance of this Psalm is its simple truth that David did as we should; he praised God during 
the hardships.  

Psalm 57:1 Have mercy on me, O God, have mercy on me, for in you my soul 
takes refuge. I will take refuge in the shadow of your wings until the disaster 
has passed.  

        How do you talk to God? Do you? David started out asking the Lord to show and give 
mercy. Many times David with anger asked the Lord to smite those against him, but here, David 
is humbled and distressed. He asks God to have mercy on him. David had no clue of the true 
mercy God gave through his family crest. God gave Jesus to the world. That is ironic that David 
here asks for mercy having no idea that the greatest mercy ever known would be given freely to 
all who accept. David as many of you know was a man after God’s on heart. This is despite his 
many sins against others and the Lord. Here David admits that his soul takes refuge in God.  

            That is a problem for so many people. So many think they are either so above God or too 
far from him. God was there for David while he was being pursued. He was there waiting for 
him in his time of sorrow.  David said at the end of verse one, . I will take refuge in the 
shadow of your wings until the disaster has passed. You see David here in verse 
one has decided to take refuge in God until the disaster has passed. How many people start out 
saying, “I’m a Christian,” but stray when things don’t go their way? David did not. Service to 
God and building a relationship with him is a lifelong event. We need to be a people that love 
God and show it by obedience to him regardless of what is going on in our life.  

Psalm 57:2-3  

I cry out to God Most High, to God, who fulfills {his purpose} for me.  He 
sends from heaven and saves me, rebuking those who hotly pursue me;  
God sends his love and his faithfulness. 

        God fulfills his purpose for us. As cliché as it is for us to say it, it still is true. God has a 
plan for us. How can I assuredly say this? I’m not saying it as much as I’m repeating it. God said 
it first as recorded in Jeremiah 29:11. For I know the plans I have for you," 
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declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans 
to give you hope and a future. This statement along with Psalm 57 is one 
example of how the Bible is not a book of good ideas, but rather God’s Word 
that is without error including contradictions. People love to argue that the 
Bible is full of contradictions, but it just isn’t so.  

David continues in verses 2-3, He sends from heaven and saves me, 
rebuking those who hotly pursue me. Bad things happen. People, Christians 
and non-Christians alike, are murdered on the street for petty cash, drunk 
drivers steal away precious memories and lives, missionaries are butchered 
for speaking the name of Christ. These are things that we know happen 
every few seconds. Someone somewhere is being abused and is taking their 
last breath. So how can David say what he did? He sends from heaven and 
saves me, rebuking those who hotly pursue me. I will never claim to know 
all the answers nor will I insult you or the Lord by attempting to make one 
up. I will offer my opinion. FAITH. David the young shepherd defended his 
flock against ravenous beasts. He killed a lion as a boy. He knew as a child 
that he alone killed nothing. He knew that God Almighty had held him during 
that trial. When facing Goliath, David prayed to God and found victory. God 
hears his children. The Bible teaches that God inclines his ear to us when we 
call. Pray is not to be taken lightly, I personally do not bother God with my 
petty requests, but the more we pray to God, the better we will hear and 
understand the responses. David knew that his God, my God, your God, if 
you accept Jesus Christ as lord would and will always take care of his 
children.    

PSALM 57-4-6 

4 I am in the midst of lions;  
       I lie among ravenous beasts—  
       men whose teeth are spears and arrows,  
       whose tongues are sharp swords.  

 5 Be exalted, O God, above the heavens;  
       let your glory be over all the earth.  

 6 They spread a net for my feet—  
       I was bowed down in distress.  
       They dug a pit in my path—  
       but they have fallen into it themselves.  
 
 

            Verse four and six are similar in that David is talking about distress and those who are 
out to get him. What is different about verse five? In the middle of all this conflict, David stops 
and praises God. Be exalted, O God, above the heavens; let your glory be over 
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all the earth. Many people will say that is easier said than done. No it is not if we are truly a 
people that love Jesus Christ, God Almighty as much as we want other people to think we do!  

            Verse four deals with trash talking. People run their mouths talking trash. I am guilty of 
this. My wife says so. People will be negative and talk rude and be critical all the time. We must 
control the impulse to strike back after we have been verbally bashed. Christians, let us try this. 
Jesus Christ during His trial did not say a lot. He was beaten and the guards mockingly asked 
who hit you? Jesus as many know stated as He was being crucified something about forgiving 
people who do not know. Ultimately, we are only responsible for our own actions. We cannot 
control the idiotic actions of others, so we need to focus on how our actions can exalt and 
exemplify Christ’s love. The remaining part of 57 is a dedication on how we should exalt, praise, 
and worship the Lord. It doesn’t matter if you hate to sing, you don’t have to be a musician to 
praise the God of all things. God knows our heart’s desires.  

My heart is steadfast, O God,  
       my heart is steadfast;  
       I will sing and make music.  

 8 Awake, my soul!  
       Awake, harp and lyre!  
       I will awaken the dawn.  

 9 I will praise you, O Lord, among the nations;  
       I will sing of you among the peoples.  

 10 For great is your love, reaching to the heavens;  
       your faithfulness reaches to the skies.  

 11 Be exalted, O God, above the heavens;  
       let your glory be over all the earth. 
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DYING TO LIVE 

We all start to decompose, die a little every day, after we take the first breath. The 
secular world, humanists, and liberal educated people most times do not subscribe to this or 
the thought pattern that Jesus Christ is The Living God. Furthermore, they feel The Bible is an 
outdated book with some moral value, but it doesn’t apply to all people all the time. Since the 
fall in Eden, we have been living and dying, dying and living.  

            If by the by, you are reading this and you are one that does not hold the belief that The 
Bible is God’s Word, I hope that the Lord uses me to convince you otherwise. The Bible says a 
few things about the subject of death. Here are just a few snippets of truth.    

Hebrews 9:27  

27 Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment 

            Dying is easy. Facing judgment from a holy, mighty, and just God, well, good luck with 
that if you are not covered by the blood of Christ.  

Romans 6:23  

For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. 

        I once heard a pastor use this scripture at a funeral. It offended a lot 
of people because while yes, this scripture is true, it was used in an 
inappropriate manner. It sounded as though the deceased only died because 
of a sin. Sin brings forth death. That came about from Adam and Eve’s first 
transgression, sin in Eden. That is why we are all failed flesh destined to die 
at least once. The second death is a message and a half in itself.  

        As humans we are I suppose it can be argued the only ones who are 
aware of death. If domesticated pets knew of death, they would flee from 
the road. Cattle and other livestock would not blindly graze away only to be 
slaughtered. As humans we justify our behavior and desires by saying, “You 
only live once.” Fine. That’s true. We do only live once and that is the big 
issue! More people use that as a reason to sin, sin, sin, and push Christ 
away because, “You only live once! Enjoy yourself!”  

        Christian people truly devoted to Christ and the life will be happy, 
joyful, and full of hope without having to get hammered, hooked up, or high! 
The main part of this message today now that we looked briefly at death is 
one scripture over life.  

James 4:14  
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14 Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your 
life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes. 

        “I just talked to mom, yesterday.” 

        “I was supposed to go visit, Grandma on Saturday.”  

        “Jim can’t be dead. Why, I saw him last week.”  

        We are one phone call away from hearing the news about the death of 
a loved one. By the time this is read if ever, I may already be dead. We get 
too comfortable in life until death calls and wakes us! How many times do 
you think someone will say the words I typed today? Kids and teenagers 
may get a pass on this, the little ones more than the teens because they 
don’t think like adults. Truth is most of us don’t think about death until we 
have to go to the funeral home as a bereaved member or guest of honor. If 
we are the guest, it’s too late. We are either with Christ in Heaven or we are 
burning and living on in hell.  

        We are here. Then we aren’t. That is it. Christian people, do not treat 
Jesus Christ, His love, Grace, and mercy like the last slice of pizza. Share 
Jesus with those who are dying.  

John 11:25-28 

25 Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in 
me will live, even though he dies; 26 and whoever lives and believes in me 
will never die. Do you believe this?" 

        How reassuring is that, brothers and sisters? He who believes in me 
will live, even though he dies; 26 and whoever lives and believes in me will 
never die. We have the promise of eternity from the Lord Himself! Christ 
finished with the question, Do you believe this? No matter who you are, 
Jesus is here asking you through His people and the Word, Do you believe 
this?  

        We do live to die. The birth and death dates tell how long we hung out. 
but it is the middle dash on the tombstone that holds the untold story of how 
we lived for Christ or how we rejected Him.  
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MORE TOP TEN THINGS JESUS WOULD NEVER SAY  

  

10. “Okay, gang in order to keep people believing in me, I want all of you to dress like me and 
go hang out with Elvis and Bigfoot.”  Jesus spoke to Thomas JOHN 20:29 "Because you have 
seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed."   

9.  “It’s okay people if you stand by and do nothing while others mock me, my church, and the 
Kingdom. You don’t have to stand firm in your faith.”  Matthew 5:11-12 "Blessed are you 
when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because 
of me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way 
they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 

8. “Dang! Ms. Rosh Hashanah 32 BC is fine!”  Matthew 5:27-28 “You have heard that it was 
said, 'Do not commit adultery.' 28 But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully 
has already committed adultery with her in his heart.”  

  

7. “Aw, crap, I was kidding! I can’t save anyone!”  John 11:25-26 "I am the resurrection and 
the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; 26 and whoever lives and 
believes in me will never die.  

6. “What? I have to go and do what on that cross? No way, Daddy-o!” John 12:27-28 "Now my 
heart is troubled, and what shall I say? 'Father, save me from this hour'? No, it was for this 
very reason I came to this hour. 28 Father, glorify your name!" 

5. “I am the Lord! Wash my feed, pour me a drink, and do my nails!” Mark 10:45 “For even 
the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for 
many." 

4. “Go on, everybody! It’s a free-for-all party! You can love God if you want to. You can love an 
eight limbed god, the invisible man and or a walking cheeseburger! It’s all good!” Mark 12:30 
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind 
and with all your strength.” 

3. “Please, demon, come on out of that man. Please with sugar on top.” Luke 4:35 "Be quiet!" 
Jesus said sternly. "Come out of him!" Then the demon threw the man down before them 
all and came out without injuring him. 

2. After saving Mary from death by stoning: “It’s okay. Next time you hook up, lock the door.” 
John 8:11 "Go now and leave your life of sin." 

1. “Heaven is waiting for everybody! Belief in any god will do! John 14:6 "I am the way and 
the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” 
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Christ’s Compassion 

Millions flocked to Washington to witness a moment in history. A charismatic, mortal man took 
an oath on the Word of God to uphold his duties as president of our country. We see thousands 
of people line up for pictures or even glimpses of so-called celebrities. I often wonder if Jesus 
Christ, God in the flesh, was here with us now, how many people would flock to Him as they did 
to the inaugural extravaganza. People swamped, crowded, and followed Christ during His time 
as man. I say that we as the church need a revival in that we need to have the faith that those first 
believers had. Yes, they may appear selfish because they wanted something from Him, but are 
we any different? Our failed, human nature has not changed much if any. Regardless of why they 
followed Christ, they followed Him because they believed. They believed with an unshakable 
faith. With that being said, the real topic of today’s message is not the real faith of the people, 
but the unbelievable compassion of Almighty God. 

            John the Baptist had been killed. John the Baptist not only was the one sent to pave the 
way for the Messiah, he baptized Christ, and was His cousin as well. When Jesus “was told” as 
scripture teaches, he reacted in a very human manner.  

Matthew 14:13-14 

When Jesus heard what had happened, he withdrew by boat privately to a solitary place. Hearing 
of this, the crowds followed him on foot from the towns. When Jesus landed and saw a large 
crowd, he had compassion on them and healed their sick.     

            We all have bad days. When those bad days come we either coil up like a rattlesnake and 
strike or we retreat in our shells and hide. Each person reacts differently to bad days.  Jesus being 
God knows all that will and has happened. He knew John was going to be killed. When it 
occurred, He being fully man as well as God felt the pain that we all struggle with when we lose 
a loved one. Jesus wanted to be alone and went to a solitary place. As the scripture teaches word 
got out and people followed Him. Now this is where things get complicated. Jesus was grieved. 
His human nature demanded He have a few moments alone. But in that moment, the crowd of 
people needed Him more than He needed to be alone. Look at what it says: he had compassion 
on them and healed their sick. Jesus practiced what He preached. Jesus, the Living God, the Son 
of Man, who lived a sinless life, gives another example of His love. In the midst of His sorrow, 
He continued doing the Father’s will. A different time Christ was asked what must be done to 
achieve salvation.   

Mark 8:34  

Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: "If anyone would come 
after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.” 

            Jesus denied Himself time to mourn to heal those who needed Him. He literally took up 
the cross. How many of us can say we think of others much less do for others as Christ did and 
still does by the way when we are troubled by the world?  
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            Many times we are taught that tears are bad and those who shed them are weak. Real men 
and such don’t cry, but that is so wrong! John 11:35 is the shortest verse in the Bible, but it too 
speaks volumes concerning Christ’s humanity. Lazarus, a friend to Christ, had been dead for four 
days. Jesus knew the outcome already but he waited. He was told that Lazarus was sick. He did 
not go to him. It was not that He wanted those He cared for to suffer, but He waited so that the 
Father could be glorified. When Jesus is told of his friend’s death, he did the most natural of all 
human emotions.  John 11:35 says simply, Jesus wept. He cried. I in my heart am sure today that 
Jesus wept for Lazarus. I am sure today that Jesus weeps when people deny Him. Those who 
deny Christ also deny the Father. I am sure today that Jesus weeps for those of us who have 
confessed Him as Lord, but have not stayed true to His teachings. Brothers and sisters do not 
make Jesus weep. He loved us so much that He gave His very life for us.   Remember His words, 
"If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow 
me.” 
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“Mommy is my bestest friend!” 

  A kid’s worst best friend is his or her mom and or dad. They may shock some folks, but I feel 
that moms and dads are not being responsible enough in this day and age. If a parent is hanging 
out with their teenaged child drinking coffee and gossiping about so and so, the child views said 
parent as a buddy and not a person with authority. A buddy won’t tell you when to come home or 
what you cannot wear. It is a disgrace to the institution of parenting when a mother buys her 
daughter clothing that makes her prepubescent body appear like a Vegas showgirl waiting to give 
the next lap dance. It is equally disgraceful when a father pushes his son to be a man by 
promoting sexually explicit thoughts and situations.  

            God being the model parent has stated a few truths about parenting. Here’s the first of 
two that will be looked at today.  

  Proverbs 22:6 Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from 
it. 

            The debate rages on concerning nature vs. nurture. Children will act so I’ve been told by 
my spouse according to how they see us act. That is true by the way. Children are sponges at an 
early age. They soak up so much that they see and hear. With that being the case, we as parents 
should expose our children at an early age to Sunday school, the importance of knowing and 
reading The Bible, and most importantly, the knowledge of Christ’s saving Grace.  

            When do kids stray from the path of righteousness? They stray at birth. One of the words 
any child learns is “mine,” and “no.” The Bible in case you did not know says, “All have fallen 
short of the glory of God.” All includes those wrinkly, bald headed blessings we call babies. So 
God has made you a parent. It doesn’t matter if it’s the first, second, third or fourth time, God 
has blessed you with the responsibility of caring and teaching of a child. God’s Word has not 
changed. Neither have His expectations.  

             My father accepted the Lord at age sixty-five. He, along with many others, is the 
exceptions. Generally speaking, if a child grows into adulthood never hearing the Gospel, said 
child now adult will never come to the Lord. Yes, all things work for God in His time, but a hard 
headed boy today is tomorrow’s stubborn man. The child must learn of God and His sacrifice. 
You will never see a person, who as a child learned the Truth and made a real commitment to 
Christ, turns from it. Today more than ever, church attendance drops off when a teen goes to 
college. The allure of sin and the absence of parents overcome many and most college freshmen. 
They tend to let their Bible slip away and they hide the picture of Jesus so to speak. If they return 
from when they strayed, like the prodigal, the parent will rejoice and take them back. God does 
that with us after a heart has truly repented.  

Many stray and don’t return to their Christian roots. I openly and fiercely question the 
commitment made to Christ if it can be wiped away that quickly and easily at the sign of so 
called independence.  

“Hey, junior, yeah, you in toga, if you are so independent and responsible why are two 
guys helping you into your dorm room?”  
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See what I mean? A person cannot say, Praise Jesus. I love you!” Then say, “Wahoo! 
Pass the bottle! Yeah man she is fine! Where’s my drink?” Followed up by these words spoken 
into the toilet, “Oh Jesus help me. I’ll never drink again. Till next weekend.”  

When a child is trained at an early age in the ways of the Lord, they will always know the 
path to take regardless of how many negative influences are hitting them. Believe it? I wish I 
could. It is true in some cases, but even the most devout Christian will mess up. But see, God’s 
Grace covers that through repentance. I guarantee if a Christian teen makes a wrong decision the 
moment said wrong decision is made, the Holy Spirit will convict said student and they will 
know repentance is needed.  

Proverbs 13:24 He who spares the rod hates his son, but he who loves 
him is careful to discipline him. 

                By no means should abuse ever be construed as discipline. Children are God’s gift to 
be raised for a season. Mommy, Daddy, it is your job to raise the child. Christians know that the 
fear of the Lord is the beginning of all knowledge. That fear is not the, “I’m afraid you are going 
to beat me,” fear, but rather a respected reverence to the Lord. If we are to fear the Lord, we 
must adhere to all teachings. This includes spanking your child when they misbehave. Most first 
words spoken by children are either “No” or “Mine.” I’m sure time out works, but the toddlers 
of today are becoming the losers of tomorrow due to the lack of discipline from the best friend 
dad and the easy going mom. 
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CHRISTIANS ARE DIRT BAGS 

            Ever been called a dirt bag? It’s not so bad. Plants and such will not grow if the dirt they 
are buried within is not rich in nutrients. Christian people are like the dirt. Contrary to secular 
belief, our first ancestor was formed from the dirt.  Today we find Jesus teaching the masses 
using a parable. This time, however, is different. After speaking the parable, Jesus then explains 
it in simple terms so that his disciples, the originals, and we can understand. I am not going to 
add to anything, but rather elaborate on his given points.  

Luke 8:4-8 

"A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path; 
it was trampled on, and the birds of the air ate it up. 6Some fell on rock, and when it came 
up, the plants withered because they had no moisture. 7Other seed fell among thorns, which 
grew up with it and choked the plants. 8Still other seed fell on good soil. It came up and 
yielded a crop, a hundred times more than was sown." 

11-15 

"This is the meaning of the parable: The seed is the word of God. 12Those along the path 
are the ones who hear, and then the devil comes and takes away the word from their 
hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved. 13Those on the rock are the ones who 
receive the word with joy when they hear it, but they have no root. They believe for a while, 
but in the time of testing they fall away. 14The seed that fell among thorns stands for those 
who hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by life's worries, riches and 
pleasures, and they do not mature. 15But the seed on good soil stands for those with a noble 
and good heart, who hear the word, retain it, and by persevering produce a crop.” 

          While I hold to the philosophy there are only two kinds are people in this world, those 
whose names are written in the book belong to and with the Lord God and those, whose names 
are not, will be in the Lake of Fire forever, Jesus elaborates by speaking specifically about how 
people react upon hearing the Gospel message or the seed as Jesus explained in verse twelve. 
First are those who know of God, but do not believe.  

“Those along the path are the ones who hear, and then the devil comes and takes away the 
word from their hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved.” 

          Other than pompous, in your face, agnostic comedians, educated idiots, and self-
proclaimed atheists, everyone on this planet if asked, will say they are aware of a greater power, 
a Supreme Being, and or God. The first kind is those who just don’t know enough to make a life 
altering decision. Teenagers are the best example here. A child can be a “bad” kid regarding his 
behavior with most people in authority, but the same kid will in many cases not ever use God’s 
name in vain or let others poke fun at the concept of God. The “bad” kid more times than not 
does not understand the concept of Cross, Christ, and Grace, but he knows instinctively that God 
is real. He just doesn’t make the connection between God and the fact that The Bible are 
inseparable.  

        Jesus mentions Satan’s role. Satan, as Peter described in I Peter 5:8, is a roaring lion 
seeking those he may devour. James wrote in chapter 4 verse 7 in the book same as his name: 
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Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Satan wants to 
kill, decimate, destroy and annihilate every one of God’s beloved creations. That’s you by the 
way if you did not know that. Many people think that Satan is as powerful as God. They read the 
line, then the devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts, and think, Satan is 
equal to God. That is not the case at all. All we have to do to avoid sin, Satan’s initial hold on us, 
is to look to God. Remember James wrote to submit ourselves not to the sin, but to God. We do 
not have the power to fend off carnal, fallen desires without Jesus. No Christian is perfect. We 
are new creations in Christ. Our old desires and thoughts will be erased if we truly submit and 
give our hearts fully to God. If we do that, Satan cannot touch us. However, those who know not 
of Christ, submitting, and His Grace, do not know or have the word in their hearts. These are 
people who have the theological knowledge of a third grader that goes to Sunday school every 
fifth Sunday. Sin is never ugly to those it consumes. The consequences are hideously repulsive 
after we realize our actions were sinful. 

            The second type is the one that covers most Americans if recent polls indicate the flip-
floppy thoughts of those who wear the mantle of Christian. 
13Those on the rock are the ones who receive the word with joy when they hear it, but they 
have no root. They believe for a while, but in the time of testing they fall away.  

          Most people leave their Sunday services with a refreshing zeal if they have truly given 
God the full hour or so. We are a people that are on fire for God right up until the minute trouble 
comes and we forget what Jesus has done for us. If we don’t have roots then we cannot stand 
firm. Isaiah said we must stand firm in the faith or we won’t stand at all. Scripture consistently 
teaches that God does not want those who are lukewarm. With Christ, all things are black and 
white without gray areas.  Jesus says in Matthew 12:30, “He who is not with me is against me, 
and he who does not gather with me scatters.” Those people without roots despite their good 
intentions or big plans to perhaps start a ministry will end up scattering and falling away.  

        Salvation is not something that can be lost. To think it is, would mean scripture, God’s 
Word is mistaken. Peter teaches in I Peter 3:18, For Christ died for sins once for all, the 
righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. I am not going to pretend to know whether 
or not a commitment made to God is real. That is between the person and the Lord. Said person’s 
life, if a real commitment is made, will reflect their desire to live for God. We are not saved by 
the number of good actions we do, although commendable, God’s Grace is a gift to all who 
accept and believe. Teenagers again are good examples to use. A kid can grow up going to 
church but never grows in church. Their walk with God is not so much a walk, but a casual stroll 
on Sunday and maybe Wednesday. When a kid either goes off to college or simply out of her 
parents’ home, she will be exposed to many other secular influences and will become 
disobedient in essence falling away. How many times have you heard someone say, “When I was 
little, I was big into church,” or “I was involved in my church’s youth group, but we stopped 
taking so many trips. It’s not fun anymore.” So many people act like Christians because it makes 
them feel good for a season. It makes them feel good right now. The real lasting relationship 
with God is a lifelong process. As parents, we cannot live our lives for our children. All we can 
do is follow God’s teachings in that we teach them the way they should go. After that, it’s 
between them and God.  
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          “Well, I would go to church, but it’s my day off,” says the tired Christian. The 
argumentative person plays both sides of the record here. “Well, Christians are supposed to keep 
the Sabbath holy.” If a Christian answers ANYTHING, the argumentative person replies, “Some 
people have to work on the Sabbath.” When confronted with this, I respond like so: “The 
Pharisees attempted to trap Jesus because He healed on the Sabbath and He and disciples picked 
grain I think once. Jesus stated to them, "The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the 
Sabbath. So the Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath." For those who must work on the 
Sabbath, this is my, Tinin’s thought, take a moment, some time to worship and exalt the Lord 
during the course of your day at work. I say all this to tie it to the third type of person.  
14The seed that fell among thorns stands for those who hear, but as they go on their way 
they are choked by life's worries, riches and pleasures, and they do not mature.  

        The people who hear the Good News, the Gospel and know Him are the third type. They 
sadly are similar to the second type. It sounds like these people know Who Christ is and why 
they need Jesus, but they use the clichéd “life gets in the way,” line to justify why they aren’t 
growing in faith. Paul addressed the church at Corinth in regards to their spiritual maturity in I 
Corinthians 3:2-3: I gave you milk, not solid food, for you were not yet ready for it. Indeed, 
you are still not ready. You are still worldly. 

          Say whatever you will to justify your own thoughts and actions concerning your time 
with Jesus. Regardless of what you say if you fall into the third category, you are not growing 
because you are a spiritual baby unable to give the Lord a real, true commitment because you are 
trying to live your life for you rather than for Jesus. The new creation in Christ is the home for 
the Great Comforter, the Holy Spirit. You will, in all aspects of your life, live for Christ denying 
yourself. The thorns Jesus spoke of can be anything. We worry about money, paying the bills, 
what’s for supper, etc. I understand. Those thoughts are legit when you have to take care of a 
family. Yet, we good people, Christian and nonbeliever alike are swallowed up by our worries 
despite the fact Christ, the Lord said not to worry about a thing. 

Luke 12:22-26 Then Jesus said to his disciples: “Therefore I tell you, do not worry 
about your life, what you will eat; or about your body, what you will wear. Life is more 
than food, and the body more than clothes. Consider the ravens: They do not sow or reap, 
they have no storeroom or barn; yet God feeds them. And how much more valuable you 
are than birds! Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life? Since you cannot 
do this very little thing, why do you worry about the rest?” 

 I’m talking to myself first folks. I worry constantly. By doing that, I am rebelling against what 
Christ says. I do not trust Him fully when worry consumes me. Ouch, right. Are you thinking, 
“Amen” or as my preacher chides, “Oh me”? Peter wrote: “Humble yourselves, 
therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time. 
Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you” Most armchair theologians 
will say, “Oh one cannot do just that. One cannot just pray away all your worries.” That’s not 
what Peter wrote through God’s inspiration. The key words are due time. God contrary to our 
desire works on His time.  Allow me to re-echo what Jesus says: “He who is not with me is 
against me, and he who does not gather with me scatters.” 
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          Finally, we come to the final type, the producer, the good dirt. Christians who fall into 
this final type are the dirt bags so to speak.   

But the seed on good soil stands for those with a noble and good heart, who hear the word, 
retain it, and by persevering produce a crop.” 

          The Bible teaches the heart is deceitful. However, it stops being deceitful when we 
become new creations in Christ. When our commitment to Him is real, we truly hear the Word of 
the Lord rather than just casually listening. Retaining the Word is not simply reciting John 3:16 
faster than the other members of your Sunday school class. Retaining is not just picking a few 
verses from Proverbs because they fit your lifestyle. It is great to have scripture memorized at the 
drop of a dime, but if you have memorized merely words in a sentence, what have done? 
Nothing. What do you know? Nothing. You have played church so to speak.  

Psalm 119:11 I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you. 

            If we persevere through any given situation we make it through, we survive. Webster’s 
Dictionary defines it as so: to persist in a state, enterprise, or undertaking in spite of 
counterinfluences, opposition, or discouragement. Jesus says by preserving we will produce a 
crop. The seed remember is God’s Word, His message, we do not save anyone’s soul. God does. 
We Christians are the clichéd hands and feet. If we grow in Christ, our faith and intimate 
knowledge of Him will never cease. Each day we will learn something new. The core of 
Christianity is Jesus saves. If we Christians were really on fire for His kingdom everyone we 
meet would label us Jesus freaks because we have the answer to all the challenges of life; JESUS 
CHRIST. We produce a crop when our lives reflect His love, His Grace. We produce a crop 
when we tell the lost how He will save them! We produce a crop when He says us, “Well done 
my good and faithful servant.” 
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Are you a Lot in life? 

The Bible teaches that God makes the rain fall on the wicked and the just. In a more 
modern slang and culture, we say, “Well, it is life,” or “Crap happens.” Today, we are going to 
take a scenic trip examining a few thoughts that will ultimately end with Christ’s redeeming 
blood. Even nonbelievers know generally about Abraham’s nephew Lot and where he lived. This 
is where we begin today. God has just told Abram his intentions concerning Sodom and 
Gomorrah. We now join Genesis chapter 18 already in progress:  

Genesis 18:23 And Abraham drew near, and said, Wilt thou also destroy the righteous with 
the wicked? 

            Old Testament prophets were all the time questioning God, second guessing him, and 
even at times refused his commands. We today are the same way. We praise God for the good 
and question him for the bad. Until Christ returns, critics, skeptics, philosophy majors, and even 
some Christians will ask “why?” like Abraham. Verses 24-25 show Abraham continuing his 
verbal barrage.  

What if there are fifty righteous people in the city? Will you really sweep it away and not 
spare the place for the sake of the fifty righteous people in it? Far be it from you to do such 
a thing—to kill the righteous with the wicked, treating the righteous and the wicked alike. 
Far be it from you! Will not the Judge of all the earth do right?" 

            He certainly is bold speaking to the Lord. He ends with a very God like rhetorical 
question. Parents, if your child regardless of age spoke to you in this manner, if your child 
questioned you and your methods, you might have a thought to discipline said obstinate child. 
Again, the Creator, God Almighty shows his patience and love for us in verse 26. 

The LORD said, "If I find fifty righteous people in the city of Sodom, I will spare the whole 
place for their sake."   

            Now Abraham and God converse as most of you know until God lovingly says he will 
not destroy the city if ten righteous people are found. Before we venture into the city, we know 
that ten were not found. We know that only Lot and his two daughters escaped. I am not a 
theologian. I will not argue whether or not Lot was righteous based upon his actions, but they 
will be examined.  

            On the thought someone reading this does not know the rundown, two angels appear in 
Sodom and Gomorrah. It is a place full of debauchery and sin. Lot essentially begs them to stay 
at his home rather than at the city square. The men of the city want to have sexual relations with 
the new arrivals. Lot offers his two virgin daughters to the lynch mob instead of the two beings.  

            It is not my place to judge. However, God spared Lot not because he won the lotto, but 
because of his righteousness. It was a bad call on Lot’s behalf to offer his daughters. But this is a 
great example to use for salvation. Jesus Christ died for the sins of the world. That’s you, your 
cousin, me and mine as well. Christ died once for all as Peter taught. He, Jesus, saves. Simple 
isn’t it? No one with breath is too far gone to not be saved by Christ if only they believe Him and 
repent. If Lot was righteous why did he choose to live in a sinful place? I cannot accurately 
answer that other than to say that God places people where he wants them. It was no accident hat 
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Lot was there. Perhaps Lot was a part of a lesson God was teaching Abraham about mercy and 
grace.  

            Jesus Christ died for the world. May we never hear this and take it as a cliché, but we are 
the world as the song lyric deems. If the world was empty except for you and Christ, he would 
have still died so you would not have to spend eternity away from the Father in Hell.  

            So the angels told Lot to take his people and those people connected to him and get out. 
Lot went to his sons-in-law. The sons-in-law thought he was joking. Lot and Noah have that in 
common. For one hundred twenty years Noah built the ark on dry land. He was laughed at no 
doubt like Lot. Today Christian missionaries are not laughed at, but tortured, imprisoned, and 
killed for the name of Christ and proclaiming the Gospel. There is a big divide between the two. 
Christians in America have not yet been punished like the missionaries in third world countries, 
but we can relate to Lot in the sense that we warn others about the penalty of sin, Hell, and dying 
without the Lord knowing you intimately. We know what it is like to try to get others to believe 
in the Gospel message.    

Genesis 19:15-17 

With the coming of dawn, the angels urged Lot, saying, "Hurry! Take your wife and your 
two daughters who are here, or you will be swept away when the city is punished."  

When he hesitated, the men grasped his hand and the hands of his wife and of his two 
daughters and led them safely out of the city, for the LORD was merciful to them. As soon 
as they had brought them out, one of them said, "Flee for your lives! Don't look back, and 
don't stop anywhere in the plain! Flee to the mountains or you will be swept away!"  

            Lot was given the easy task of escaping with a police escort so to speak. Before the escort 
out of town, the angels warned them to leave or be swept up when the punishment came. That IS 
the same as the redeeming message of Christ, the Good News. MasterCard’s slogan is “Don’t 
Leave Home Without it. The Gospel Message’s 2009 slogan should be: Christ: Don’t leave earth 
without Him knowing you.   

            It’s metaphor time kids! Don't look back, and don't stop anywhere in the plain! After 
we are saved from destruction, that is, let me say it like so: after we accept Christ’s sacrifice and 
make Him lord of our life, we like Lot don’t look back at the old life on the plain because we are 
new creatures, creations in Christ. We no longer will desire the old ways if Christ is really the 
center of our life. If we look back then BAM! We will not lose our salvation, nor will we turn to 
salt (hopefully), but we will have a hard time fellowshipping and worshipping God if our heart is 
not centered on Him.   
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To Judge or Not To Judge 

We the People justify everything we do. We feel the need to back up what we say and 
explain to all who might listen why we do the things we do. That being true, the flipside also is 
true. We the people when confronted by others about the things we do or say not only justify 
to all who might listen, but to ourselves by saying something to the extent of, “Only God can 
judge me! You are a Christian you can’t judge! Bible says that!”   

Really? Does it say that? Let’s take a look. Matthew chapter 7 addresses this very issue.  

The church catches a bad rap due to many of her members acting like they are the only 
ones with knowledge of the Lord or access to Heaven just because they are members of a 
certain church. I know full well that any secular, usually liberal will say my statement is 
indicative of the Christian faith because claim Jesus is the only way to Heaven. On behalf of 
Christians everywhere, we have never made that claim! Jesus did, we are only repeating His 
teachings. Now that’s out of the way, let’s look at the issue at hand.  

Do not judge, or you too will be judged. For in the same way you judge others, you will be 
judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.  
  

                Does this mean entropy and moral indifference reign? Nope. Christian people are not 
supposed to judge anyone right? Well, it’s like this: I, as a Christian fail. See, I admit I sometimes 
judge the person. Here’s what the verse means. First, we as Christians need to hold one 
another accountable, period. Now,  that being stated, I will not sit by while my fellow Christian 
messes up, strays away from Christ, or anything like that. I, as a Christian, will not look at 
someone who is say drinking alcohol and say, “You are going to Hell because of that beer,” nor 
will I say, “You are buying a lottery ticket! You ain’t right with the Lord!”  

                We should not judge the person, but we as Christians are called to uphold the 
principles of Christ. After saying this most critics say well, this Jesus you call Messiah forgave an 
adulterous woman! So shouldn’t all you Christians mind your own business?  

                Good point. What folks, the critics, forget to mention is that Jesus said to the 
adulterous woman, “Go, and sin no more.” Christ forgave the woman and instructed her to sin 
no more. See this is an example of Christ practicing what He preached. He did not judge or 
condemn the woman, but he did tell her after forgiveness to sin no more. We as Christians, 
followers of Christ, should emulate Him.  

                People then attack and say, “you are a sinner too no better than me so why do you 
want to preach to me?” Wrong. After we accept Christ as the Lord, The Holy Spirit makes us a 
new creation, creature if you will. We are transformed from sinner to saint.  

                Most people love to make themselves feel better by picking apart other people.  Jesus 
asked rhetorically of course, why we do this.  
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"Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother's eye and pay no attention to the 
plank in your own eye? How can you say to your brother, 'Let me take the speck out of 
your eye,' when all the time there is a plank in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the 
plank out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your 
brother's eye.” 

            There isn’t a whole lot I need to say about this. Jesus was speaking plainly here. It’s kind 
of like a person addicted to cocaine lecturing a drunk about the evils of alcohol. No one needs to 
be judging others until they have first taken a hard look at themselves. Is that an amen or an oh 
me?  

            Now here is the most controversial statement from chapter seven in my opinion. It’s 
controversial because commentators and other Christian people cannot agree with its meaning.  

"Do not give dogs what is sacred; do not throw your pearls to pigs. If you do, they may 
trample them under their feet, and then turn and tear you to pieces. 

            Who are the dogs? Biblically, wild dogs killed Jezebel. Dogs are thought to be well, um, 
dogs. Pigs most of us know under the old law were unclean. Is Jesus saying don’t share the 
Gospel? No. I don’t believe so. This statement from Jesus is very reminiscent of wisdom or wise 
statements from Proverbs. One that comes to mind is “Do not talk to a fool.” It is that same kind 
of thought here in my opinion. We should never deny anyone who doesn’t know Jesus, the 
Gospel, but at the same time, we need to be cautious as to how we present it. Paul taught that 
Christians should always be ready for a defense of the Gospel. The unbelievers are the swine. In 
Peter and Paul’s day, the kings did not believe and they could easily kill you as look at you.  

            As we go about our walk with Christ, remember as Isaiah spoke, “Stand firm in the 
faith or you won’t stand at all.” Do not judge the sinner, but teach them about Jesus, His 
mercy, love, and His Grace. God bless.       
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Is Our Account Overdrawn? 

Church attendance means nothing when it comes to the afterlife. I am troubled not only 
by the number of people dying and going to Hell every day, but also the number of people that 
call themselves Christians but truly do not belong to Christ or are lukewarm in their commitment 
to Him. These, the latter group no doubt add to the number of the first group. 

            In the book of Jeremiah, the message, the words of the Lord came upon Jeremiah to 
proclaim. In chapter seven starting with verse nine, we hear what the Lord says about possibly 
the people I mentioned.  

Jeremiah 7:9-11 'Will you steal and murder, commit adultery and perjury, burn incense to 
Baal and follow other gods you have not known, and then come and stand before me in this 
house, which bears my Name, and say, "We are safe"-safe to do all these detestable things? 
Has this house, which bears my Name, become a den of robbers to you? But I have been 
watching! declares the LORD. 

            God it appears loves to ask rhetorical questions. He first asked Adam where he was in the 
Garden after disobedience, the Lord asked Cain about Abel, and here we read God Almighty 
asking his people, his disobedient, idol-loving people if they will come into his house after, 
during, and before committing such horrid acts.  

            We do not care one bit. People today look at The Bible as an outdated, politically 
incorrect rag. We don’t think twice about staying out all night drinking, parting, and “living” the 
dream. Why should we?  The answer is simple. We do not hold a reverence for God. We either 
don’t believe Jesus is who He says He is; i.e., God or we hold the feel good philosophy that I’m 
good, you’re good, the trees, the earth, mommy nature is good, so God will let me in Heaven 
because, I do a lot of good, I don’t cheat on my wife, beat the kids, hide parking tickets, or cheat 
on my taxes. If we were to be a true evangelical Christian, His teachings would be reflected.  

            The scripture above is pretty intense. As a Christian, a believer, I know-not believe, 
beliefs change, but I know that God spoke to Jeremiah. I know he was talking specifically to his 
people of Israel, but his thoughts hit all of us, Jew and gentile, sinner and saint! This is not the 
only time God has referred to his own house as a “den of thieves/robbers.” From Old to New, 
people have not changed at all. The church is Christ’s bride, we are the ones who make up the 
church. Who does more damage to the church; her members who wallow in secret sin and 
hypocrisy or the lost that never enter?  You know the answer.  

But I have been watching! declares the LORD. 

            That is sobering, isn’t it? The Bible teaches that every act we have ever done will be 
reviewed so to speak. Nothing is done in secret. Solomon before Christ wrote through the 
inspiration of God, in Ecclesiastes 12:14: For God will bring every deed 
into judgment, including every hidden thing,  whether it is good or 
evil. 

          Every deed, people. 
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MATTHEW 12:36-37 But I tell you that men will have to give account on 
the day of judgment for every careless word they have spoken. 37For 
by your words you will be acquitted, and by your words you will be 
condemned." 

          This for me is an “Oh me,” not an “amen.” God said to Jeremiah, ‘I have been 
watching!’ Jesus plainly teaches that the endgame for good or bad will have us giving an 
account. Some on that day, the moment their last breath is exhaled, will find insufficient funds to 
cover their accounts. Look out, now!  

            If we are going to go into God’s house, we as saints paid for by the blood of the Lamb 
should show the house and its Host the respect, admiration, and love he deserves.   
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JESUS AND JACKSON 

   Michael Jackson has been dead for over two weeks, Today, July 7, 2009 his body will 
finally be buried at least once. Over the fourth, Steve McNair, football player, iconic figure to 
Nashville died possibly at the hands of his girlfriend. Many adjectives will be used to describe 
Mcnair such as great, warrior, devoted, father, son, husband, but I think the one I’ll remember 
will be adulterer based on Biblical fact and definition. None of that matters to the point of 
today’s message, but it is loosely related.  

      How much is a life worth? How is it the entire world forgets about the economic 
downfall, the debacle in Iran, Afghanistan, Iraq, and the fact that the great one, our charismatic 
leader’s popularity is swaying in the midst of his inept ability to deliver on promises and 
perpetual backsliding? Answer: We are blooming idiots. Mcnair and Jackson are now in eternity. 
Their bodies are as The Bible says turn back to dust. As will we all. But here’s the hypocrisy; 
every day people die, killed even, and yet, not everyone is mourned like the so-called celebrities 
which is a delusional mantle that we as a people place on others because we view our own failed 
existence as pathetic. We look to others who have what we want and try so hard to vicariously 
live through them by thinking we are part of their world. Here’s an example; you ever say we 
when watching a football game in reference to the coaching or a play? Ever attend a concert or 
buy a song and think, “Oh man that song was written for me!”  

     Now why do I mention all this and how does it relate to scripture? There is a scripture that 
most people say to those who have lost loved ones. It is true like all scripture, but it is not 
appropriate to use on people who have just lost loved ones. Before we get to that scripture, I 
want to share the part of scripture that comes before it.  

  

Romans 8:26 

In the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we 
should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groaning too deep for words;  

   Wow. Let me break this down just to be sure everyone understands. Life is hard, full of 
tragedy, disappointment, trials, and sad realizations. If you are not a Christian, one who accepts 
and acknowledge Christ as the Lord of your life, you’re prayers according to scripture are of no 
use to God. God hears the prayers of His children. When we His Christian don’t know what to 
pray, we are told in the Word that the Holy Spirit, the third part of the Triune God; Father, son, 
and Spirit, intercedes, steps up to the plate sports’ fans for us. As a Christian there is nothing 
more comforting to know other than our salvation in Christ is secure than for the Spirit that lives 
within us to step up for us when we do not know where, what, or how to begin praying.  

  

    Now the scripture most people use at inappropriate time is this Romans 8:28: 
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And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love 
God, to those who are called according to His purpose. 

   How can a death of a soldier, teenagers, so-called celebrity, or an infant be useful? If you 
are a parent, the last thing you want to hear from anyone is that God is going to take your 
daughter’s senseless, violent death and turn it to good if you love him. The scripture doesn’t 
mean that exactly anyway, but it sounds like it to the grieving heart.  

   One concept that is so hard for nonbelievers so I’m told and a lot of new Christians is 
acceptance in destiny. King David wrote a lot about destiny in Psalms.  

Psalms 139:4-5 

Lord, even before I speak a word, you know all about it. You are all around me. You are behind 
me and in front of me. You hold me in your power. 

13-14 You created the deepest parts of my being. You put me together inside my mother's body. 
How you made me is amazing and wonderful. I praise you for that. 

16 Your eyes saw my body even before it was formed. You planned how many days I would 
live. You wrote down the number of them in your book before I had lived through even one of 
them. 

     It is fair for us as failed flesh to question God. Job if you recall questioned God 
immensely in regard to his life circumstances. Paul furthermore addresses the idea of questioning 
God in general in Romans chapter 9:19-20 with a reference to Isaiah as well.  

Who can oppose what he wants to do?" But you are a mere man. So who are you to talk back to 
God? Scripture says, "Can what is made say to the one who made it, 'Why did you make me like 
this?' "—(Isaiah 29:16; 45:9) 

 Does God sit back and watch tragic events like murders take place without intervening 
as Thomas Jefferson expressed? No. God is constantly moving in the lives of His children. It is 
easy to say, “God is gone,” when bad stuff happens or stuff simply doesn’t go our way, but we 
must remember Romans 8:28 regardless of circumstance because it is the truth.  

   Regardless of a person’s status as defined by the world, that by the way Satan 
firmly controls, dead is dead if said person has not accepted Christ as Savior. Jesus 
states as recorded in John 25-26, “I am the resurrection and the life. Anyone who 
believes in me will live, even if he dies. And those who live and believe in me will 
never die.” 

  



134 
 

    Regardless of how you feel about it, the fact of God’s being God is irrefutable by 
sarcasm, flawed science, your own over-extended sense of self-worth, and Satan’s attempts to 
blind you from the fact that: 

     God, Abba Father, Jehovah, I AM is the creator of all things. He made the infant that dies 
during birth, the infant that is mistakenly called a fetus and his violently ripped apart in the name 
of democratic choice, the unrepentant murderer on parole, the born again believer strapped to a 
table waiting for the phone to ring, the teenagers taken too soon, the so-called kings of music, 
men, sport stars, the elderly that sits alone in the nursing home waiting for visitors that will never 
come, the rapist, the victim, all either sinners or saints based on their belief in Him, Christ, The 
Alpha and Omega, Son of God, the unblemished Lamb.  
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LIFETIME 

I remember the tenderness in your voice the first time I heard it. I remember you saying 

the silliest things. I knew you were the most important person in my life. I knew we were linked 

together. It is humbling to think God made me for you and you for me. We were made for his 

Glory. I remember the first visit to Doctor Livens and the words, “It’s positive. Congratulations 

you’re pregnant.” It still seems like a dream that I will wake up from.  

 Out of all the new experiences during the pregnancy, I remember the spicy pickled 

nachos that hit the spot. That was gross most people said I’m sure, but it’s not theirs to digest. I 

remember listening to Bach and Beethoven. I think I liked Bryan Adams too. I remember all the 

kicks and jabs that were delivered dancing to the beats. Looking back on all that now, I wish I 

could experience it again.  

 In the early stages, I tried to imagine your face. I longed to feel your comforting, 

warming touch that would tell me all would be okay and the world is a good place to live, love, 

and grow. You were everything I wanted. Truth is, you were all I needed. All my life, some 

people called me names and didn’t think I deserved to have you in my life because of how things 

needed to be. I’m as much of a person as they are. I remember how excited I was to feel and hear 

your heartbeat. It made me feel as though we were the only ones in the world. I dreamed of the 

day we would hold one another and dance the night away.  

 Do you remember the day, my hair was pulled back into pigtails and we spent the day 

snorting and having fun? What about the time my heart was broken and you promised to make it 

better with chocolate cake and scotch tape? I so long to cherish those precious memories, but I 

can’t.  
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What will you remember?  

The truth is I don’t remember the pigtails, cake, or tape. I don’t remember the music. I 

can’t recall even hearing your voice unless it was the loud hateful sound that was constant. I was 

twelve weeks old. I was only with you for three months and you decided to kill me. I know you 

didn’t mean to get raped. You were the victim first before you became a murderer. I heard you 

call me a mistake. The politicians called me a fetus. God called me chosen when he created me. 

Did I want to call a rapist Daddy? No. Did I want to call a murderer Mom? I never had the 

chance.  

I feared the word Misoprostol, but you let me live past the age range for that murderous 

death. Suction Aspiration is a nice way to say death. Mom, I remember trying to kick that suction 

thing away. It invaded my womb, my sanctuary! It started decimating my home and me! I open 

my mouth! I’m screaming! Mom, save me! Oh God it’s ripping my toes. I hear my limbs coming 

apart! I can’t see! My entire body is being savagely torn apart! This was not a choice! It’s 

murder! Can’t they hear my heartbeat? Can’t they see I’m not a fetus, or a mistake, but a child 

created by God? My body is gone!    

 “Is number one out?”  

“What are you doing? What’s that metal thing on my head doing? Oh no! It’s bearing 

down on me! I can’t stop it! It hurts It hurts It h-----------------------------------.” 

 If the baby could talk now, she would say that this has not been graphically presented as a 

fundamentalist scare tactic, but rather as a presentation of how far gone our society has plunged 

when the act of murder is semantically sabotaged and referred to as choice. Our current 
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president, Barrack Hussein Obama once said he did not want his daughters punished with a 

mistake referring to “unplanned” pregnancy in his defense of murder known as abortion.  

 With that being said, the same self-professed Christian president cannot say when life 

begins. Christian people hold The Bible sacred as God’s holy, inerrant (without error), Word. We 

know that God knit us in our mother’s womb and that He knows us before we are born. We 

know this because The Bible says it is so! In a Stephen King novel one character said, “God 

knows the truth and waits.” One day the unified voice of the murdered unborn will be heard with 

a loud trumpet. Woe be to those murderers in the guise of healers that killed helpless children 

and those who allowed it.  

 Most murderous mommas say it was not an easy decision to make. Most regret it after 

learning the truth of God’s Word. Some will cling to the excuse that it was either her or the baby. 

It is what it is; ripping apart a living breathing creation inside your own body is not a procedure. 

It is murder.   
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If You Don’t Believe 

Not sure if you think this Christianity thing is real or not? I hope you take a few minutes 
to read through this list of arguments.  It is my prayer that this piece gives you a better 
understanding why faith in Jesus Christ is so important, real, and honestly easy to grasp once 
some issues are laid out. 

  

Argument One  

The Bible is just a book of old, moral stories. Jesus Christ was just a man. He lived and died. 
Science proves the nonexistence of God. 

Reply 

If the Gospels were written by men that just wanted to have the Jesus legend remembered, 
why would all the doubters and unbelievers be mentioned? Why would opposition toward 
Christ be presented?  This book has been translated from Hebrew to Greek to every other 
language known to man. The facts are these: The continuity between the timelines between 
the events that occurred in what we call the Old Testament and New cannot be 
disputed. All of the prophecies that were recorded by the prophets of old concerning the 
virgin birth, life, death and return of Christ came to pass as true in the new. There is no way 
at all in this world that all of the old prophecies could have been recorded and saved all 
those years just to have some come to pass as truth by coincidence. So you may be thinking 
how can I believe the book? Let us briefly look as a disciple turned apostle named 
Thomas. Thomas had heard the news that Jesus was alive after the crucifixion. Thomas had 
traveled with Christ, had eaten at the Last Supper, and still did not believe. He said, he 
would only believe if he could see and feel the nail scarred hands, the wounds Christ 
suffered.  Knowing all this, Christ appeared to Thomas and said to him, “Blessed are those 
who have not seen and yet believe”  

Evangelical Christians believe the following: 

1.The Holy Bible is God's Word. The inspiration of scripture is from God Almighty. It was 
written by men, but given to them by His Holiness, the Living God. His Word is true.       

  
 2.   Christ was born from a virgin named Mary.  
  
3. Jesus Christ was a flesh and blood man, but at the same time He was and IS 

FULLY GOD.  
  

4. The Lord God Jesus Christ, at the  +(cross), paid our sin debt SO WE CAN 
SPEND ETERNITY with GOD THE FATHER. 
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5. The Lord God Jesus Christ, after paying our debt, being our sacrifice, died, but rose from 
death and the grave on the third day!  

  
6. The Lord God Jesus Christ will return for His children.     
  

     Argument Two  

I am not a sinner! I haven’t killed anyone or cheated or beat my kids or whatever… What’s this 
Holy Spirit business?  God loves all of us! 

Reply  

         I will not waste your time by trying to answer your questions with my own knowledge or 
words. As an evangelical Christian, I will always refer to the Holy Bible as my anchor.  We are 
taught in scripture that all fall short of God. Regardless of how good a person you are, all of us 
cannot measure up to the goodness of Jesus. So by judging ourselves by Jesus' standards, we 
cannot come close to goodness naturally. Moses is credited for the 10 Commandments with 
folks forgetting that God directly spoke them to him.  If we judge ourselves by the top 10 
(Commandments), we will see in solid detail that we are sinners. People like to say, "Well, I'm a 
good person. I don't steal from work," or "I don't cheat," but what happens If we break the 
commandment about honoring our mom and dad? What if we lie about something? Jesus 
taught that if you break one, you break them all!  

  

       WHAT?  You mean if I steal a piece of candy, I’m the same as 
a murderer?  

       Jesus said, “Whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is 
guilty of all."  

       So what? I don’t believe in this Jesus stuff! 

        In the book of James, it is written that even the demons know the One God (Jesus) and 
they shudder.  All of the world’s religions even Islam acknowledges the existence of a teacher 
named Jesus. The existence of Jesus cannot be denied, but His being God is by so many. He is 
real. His instruction book if you will, is for all people to know Him. Scripture tells that on the last 
day, Judgment Day, everyone will proclaim Christ as Lord. But for so many that day will be too 
late.  

       The resurrected Christ told his believers that they would be empowered by the Holy Spirit 

also called the Great Comforter. When we realize our need for Christ, we 
repent, we turn from our sin, which means we stop doing the 
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thing that we know is a sin. We ask Christ to save us. The Holy 
Spirit of God fills us and we feel Jesus in our lives every day.  We 
must not be like the demons and just know God, we must believe in Jesus. We walk with Him 
daily, grow in His Word, we must have a real relationship with Him.  We must believe He died 
for our sins and rose again on the third day defeating hell, death, and the grave.  

  

Argument Three x 2 

    Why would God send His children to Hell? God made us right? There cannot be just one way 
to Heaven! Forget it! There ain't no Heaven! 

     First of all, God made everyone. He made you, your loved ones, the murderer on death row, 
the sex offender down the street, everyone. We are not children of God just because God 
created us. There are numerous scriptures that tell us this, but I really like John 1:12-13.  

But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of 
God, even to those who believe in His name, who were born, not of blood nor 
of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 

The moment we repent and cry out to Jesus to save us, we are sealed by His blood, made 
righteous in the eyes of God the Father, and have our eternity settled. We are then and only 
then true children of THE LIVING GOD.  

Hell. We use that word to describe pain, visits from family, our jobs, and many other 

things in this life. People say God loves all and won’t send so and so to hell. Again, let us look to 
God's Word. Look here: 2 Peter 2:4-10 

4For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but sent them to hell, 
putting them into gloomy dungeons to be held for judgment; 5if he did not 
spare the ancient world when he brought the flood on its ungodly people, 
but protected Noah, a preacher of righteousness, and seven others; 6if he 
condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah by burning them to ashes, 
and made them an example of what is going to happen to the ungodly; 7and 
if he rescued Lot, a righteous man, who was distressed by the filthy lives of 
lawless men 8(for that righteous man, living among them day after day, was 
tormented in his righteous soul by the lawless deeds he saw and heard)— 9if 
this is so, then the Lord knows how to rescue godly men from trials and to 
hold the unrighteous for the day of judgment, while continuing their 
punishment. 10This is especially true of those who follow the corrupt desire 
of the sinful nature and despise authority. 
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Jesus said He is the Way, the Truth and the Life. No one goes to God except 
through the grace of Christ.  

    How do I address those of you who do not believe anything? You think 
when you die, that's it, game over. The Bible, God's Word, says that the fool 
in his heart says there is no God. Only the truly arrogant deny the existence 
of His majesty. You never find an atheist as a tornado survivor. IT'S UNIQUE 
IS IT NOT, THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE WHO CRY OUT TO JESUS IN THE MIDST 
OF TRIALS AND PROBLEMS?  

    Ask yourself now as we are on page three, what happens if you die within 
the next few breaths? If you are right, your God is merciful enough to let 
you in Heaven because you are a good person that has done enough good, 
Jesus’ death really meant nothing, and two thousand years' worth of 
believers have also died some very violent deaths for a lie. Maybe there’s 
nothing. When you die, the maggots feast on your flesh, and no more. Yet, 
what if everything I’ve written about right here is true? Do you truly have 
enough confidence in your own knowledge to deny the existence of Jesus 
Christ, the Savior of all mankind? He said He was the ONLY WAY to God the 
Father. Please read my testimony for further study. If it does not show up on 
your screen, highlight the entire page. It’s there. I pray this has in some 
way been a blessing to you.  
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MY TESTIMONY 
     Sunday, June 29, 1975. Jack Nicholson was number one at the box office with One Flew Over 
the Cuckoo’s Nest, the Vietnam conflict had only concluded months earlier, and a child who 
would be Tinin was born into the world three months too early. Much sorrow, pain and pity 
came with him into the world. 
 
           This is how it felt for Baby Tinin. 
 
           Rushing, immense pain scorches the flesh. It’s too early. It’s summer. I’m not supposed to 
be here until the fall. Why does it hurt to breathe? Why can’t I see? What are you cutting? Agh! 
 
           Despite the hernia operations, the tubes running to and from his body, illness after illness, 
tribulation after tribulation, God’s angels watched over the preemie guarding him from all 
Satan’s demons and possibly HMOs. Upon reaching the third month of life, Baby Tinin was 
allowed to leave the halls of various hospitals. Tinin’s father later informed his son that he 
prayed to God to allow the little baby to survive. God had watched over little Tinin allowing him 
his allotted time.  
           
Tinin’s mother to this date states she lost three years of sleep due to her little boy’s nocturnal 
habits. Through the projectile vomiting, late nights and an unusually, surly disposition, Tinin’s 
mom struggled like a trooper to protect her youngest child. 
 
           The Lord continued to watch over little Tinin even when the mischievous child found 
himself trapped under a moving lawn mower. Christ most assuredly sat in teenager Tinin’s 
passenger seat on July 28, 1993, when a semi-truck crashed into Tinin’s 1985 Mustang sending 
Tinin into an apartment complex. The truck’s headlights were neatly positioned in Tinin’s 
backseat. Tinin walked away without a scratch. After the lawn mower incident, but before the 
semi-truck crash, Death personified herself on December 14, 1989, and touched not just Tinin 
but his family as well. 
 
         Tinin had always known about God, Heaven and the Bible, but December 14, 1989, was 
the day that taught a new lesson. Fourteen year-old Tinin listened as the surreal feelings taunted 
and kicked him while the words, “He’s dead,” assaulted his ears and soul. James Fred Duncan, 
Tinin’s maternal grandfather, had left his life here to go onto Christ. “He’s dead,” to a young 
child with no real knowledge of eternity, salvation and Christ is awfully final, cruel, and 
shattering.  
 
    This is how it felt to be Kevin Tinin on December 14, 1989. 
 
    Utter emptiness save for the growing anger and fear. I cannot breathe. I cannot stand. Every 
thought bears down swarming my brain. The past taunts that the future is no more. I feel hollow 
as if not there. Soon my eyes will betray me and flood my cheeks with hidden emotion. Every 
fallen tear, every precious memory cut as if I had eaten shattered pieces of glass. Dead. How can 
that be? We just played Aggravation on Sunday. I brought him his mail on Friday. That was only 
six days ago! Told me he did days before. 
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    Grandson visited Grandfather on December 12th. Grandfather tells Grandson during a 
conversation about jumping, "The only jumping I'll be doing is to the grave." 
Satan under the guise of misplaced guilt snickers, "If only you had been there." 
  
    That is what it was like for Tinin on December 14, 1989. His situation is not his own. We all 
go through variations of it time after time in our lives. We walk through and with Death in our 
lives. Little did Tinin know of the comfort of that good Shepherd.     
One thing Tinin was very adamant about after the burial was the lasting effect. His grandfather's 
death acted as the catalyst for a young boy's personality to grow. The teenager's innocence had 
been stripped much like Adam and Eve's in the garden. This young boy now knew Death. He 
recognized her feel and her scent. Once a child learns of Death and her power, but not the 
healing power of Christ, the world is a little darker than before.   
 
     One essay later detailing his feelings about the loss and Tinin won The State of Tennessee 
Young Writers’ Award for 1990. That essay started the writing career. This is the point in the 
story where one would expect and demand to hear that someone stepped up and educated the 
heart-broken grandson about Christ and eternal bliss, but no such resolution. No one sat with 
young Tinin to explain death in relation to Christ save limited conversations with a grandmother. 
While the grandmotherly talks were part of the grieving process, they did not lend to healing. 
Instead of leaning on that old rugged cross, young Tinin fell into a dark abyss that only a few 
survive. 
 
     Now let us bring this around to Christ. Moses brought down ten rule; the ten rules that in 
actuality do govern and set the standard for all laws to follow. The first rule is that we are to have 
no other gods before Him. If we replace God with other “gods” or any materialistic item, we 
have broken the law. We have committed idolatry. In essence if this is a foreign word to your 
mind, it essentially means God takes a backseat to your wants and thoughts that do not concern 
him. Young, unaware Tinin broke the first.  
 
 
      After Death disemboweled the very life from Tinin’s soul, she wrapped him up and 
smothered the goodness. Without the Son, he was in the dark, a true life Anakin Skywalker, 
complete with a temper ready to explode in vaderesque fashion. Professional wrestler The 
Undertaker became his mentor. Young Tinin grew distant and cold from his two close friends. 
As with all death, his pain could not be felt by others. At least that is the thought from the 
fourteen year-old mindset that had not yet matured. Time and self-study in The Bible guided him 
through a little. Even with a limited understanding of Christ, young Tinin had not yet reached the 
point of grasping the ramifications of what Christ had done for him and YOU. 
 
    “There can be only one.” This line has been uttered by numerous actors on the Highlander 
Series/movies, but in all retrospect, Christ IS THE ONE who first said it. 
 
            "I am the way the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” 
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      There is no other way to God, the Father, except through Christ the Son.  As previously 
mentioned, the crash that occurred on July 28, 1993, should have awakened young, teenaged 
Tinin to the true concept of Christ/salvation, but sadly it did not. The previous day had not 
furthered Tinin into the realm of all things holy either. The morning of July 27, 1993 was a 
typical summer day. The sun rose as always, children enjoyed summer break, teachers denied a 
month such as August existed, and somewhere someone accepted Christ as Savior. Sadly on this 
date, Tinin learned that his mother had Lupus. Essentially, Lupus is an incurable disease where 
your body turns on itself and your immune system is systematically destroyed. Even Christians 
with a strong faith at times show their humanity and ask, “WHY?”  The eighteen year-old Tinin, 
full of rage, asked why many times with quite a number of yet undiscovered adjectives attached 
before the interrogative pronoun. It took Tinin many years to find the answer that Christ had all 
along. If you, dear reader, are reading this and do not have a perfect life, if something is 
troubling your heart or body, I pray you find comfort in these scriptures: 
  
 
Ecclesiastes 9     
 
Again I saw under the sun that the race is not to the swift, or the battle to the strong, or bread to 
the wise, or riches to the discerning, or favor to the skillful; rather, time and chance happen to all 
of them. 
 
      Time and chance happens to us all. I BELIEVE THAT. Hang on. Wait a minute. Does that 
mean God sits back and does nothing? NO! God is very real and active in the lives of His people 
(especially the ones like that young Tinin who didn’t realize it) When things happen in our lives, 
they just happen. But, God knows when, where and why. The book of Psalms states that He 
knows our every day. He should because he gave them to us.  That’s why it is called FAITH. We 
must put it in Him with our hearts not minds. 
 
2 Corinthians 12:7-10     Spoken by Paul 
 
Therefore, so that I would not exalt myself, a thorn in the flesh was given to me, a messenger of 
Satan to torment me so I would not exalt myself. 8 Concerning this, I pleaded with the Lord three 
times to take it away from me. 9 But He said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for power is 
perfected in weakness." Therefore, I will most gladly boast all the more about my weaknesses, so 
that Christ's power may reside in me. 10 So because of Christ, I am pleased in weaknesses, in 
insults, in catastrophes, in persecutions, and in pressures. For when I am weak, then I am 
strong.    
 
  
       Understand this. It’s not about you, it never has been and never will be! , "My grace is 
sufficient for you. My goodness! We exalt Christ by exalting Him through our sufferings! My 
mother’s lupus, grandmother’s cancer, and a number of other calamities do nothing but allow us 
to shine and exalt Christ if we stand firm on the rock that is His Word! 
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       On the way to the comic book store, Mr. Jp, a new Christian, spoke of The Bible and God. 
College Student, Tinin, full of secular edumakation, informed Jp that he knew all that “stuff.” 
What the young man lacked was a child-like faith when thinking of salvation, that guy named 
Christ, and His identity. 
 
        After much debate, Tinin believed with his heart and confessed with his mouth that Christ 
had died for him. He felt something move inside. No doubt it was Christ knocking at the door. 
Tinin had always been a good person. He had never gotten drunk, drank period for that matter, 
stayed sexually pure by choice, helped those who needed it, and was on a first class boat ride 
straight to Hell without Christ. Now it is not my intention to anger, you constant reader, by 
indulging in a theological debate. Scripture, God’s word, says that no one comes to God except 
through Christ. Whoever believes that Christ is Lord will be saved. Bathing in the Jordan, 
sprinkling water or no amount of “I’ve done this and this and that” will help a person get to 
Heaven. Only Lord Christ through Grace is able to save us from the wailing and gnashing of 
teeth. 
 
 
       Yet, like many people who do believe, Tinin’s work in Christ, his faith, was lukewarm at 
best for another three years. Dear readers, you know the type. Someone says Christ is their lord, 
but six Sundays later coupled with flimsy church attendance and giving in to worldly thought 
begs to differ. Before any critic or guilty person accuses me of being judgmental, I just offer, in 
defense, this thought; if a person belongs to Christ; a non-believer should see it by thoughts and 
actions that reflect Lord Christ. My point is, it could not be seen in Tinin 
 
       Anyway, Tinin accepted Christ as Savior, but again, like many lukewarm believers, being a 
Christian looked good on paper. It would be awhile before his faith in Christ would mature.  
 
                             Genesis 2:18 
 Then the Lord God said, "It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper who is like 
him." 
 
     September 3, 1994 exemplified this scripture. It was on this day that the future was foretold. 
At 4:30 P.M. in the parking lot of Decatur County Hospital, Tinin met the woman that would be 
his wife, the woman God had chosen for him. 
 
     This is Kevin Tinin's mindset on September 3, 1994. Elation, happiness, fulfillment and the 
contented feeling of knowing loneliness had been banished forevermore. 
 
      We met on a blind date thanks to Lori Rhodes and her beau, Mike. I don't intend to bore 
anyone with the details of our courtship, but I will say that I believe God put us to together and 
He has been the one that has kept us together all these years. Marsha exemplifies Christian 
forgiveness, kindness, generosity, and love. Tinin and Marsha were baptized on June 16, 1996 in 
a river in Sardis, TN. Brother Lloyd Blankenship, who later would marry the two June 20, 1997, 
performed the service. 
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I last saw her walk on her own with her own legs on July 31, 2006. I drove away from my 
childhood home to quote a song, Just like Everyone not thinking of the clichéd advice, “Cherish 
Every Moment.” Looking back, I cherish that memory. She got sick August 1st. The nurse 
practitioner gave her an inoculation. Her initial reaction began the journey that my family is 
presently enduring.  Shortly after the injection while still at the physician’s office, my mother 
fainted/ had a seizure.   

            Personally I am restraining here for you dear reader. Your time is precious I know, and I 
have nothing good to say about the procedures that occurred. So, back to it: 

            My mom was treated for the dehydration/low potassium; however, severe pain developed 
in her left leg during the ambulance transport and continued to worsen while admitted Hospital 
A. My sister and father were told by nurses and Dr. X that she was simply having cramps due to 
low potassium.  On Wed., the charge nurse was very concerned with the coldness, numbness, 
and coloration of her leg and tried multiple times to contact the attending physician.  The 
physician finally came in to make rounds Wed. evening and admitted he should have paid more 
attention to her pain.  The pulses were very weak and he ordered a Doppler of her leg for the 
next day.  We were told that if a clot showed up on the test, we would be transferred to Hospital 
B.  My sister asked the doctor what would happen if a clot did not exist, because something was 
definitely wrong with her leg.  He told her, “we would cross that bridge when it happened". 

On Sunday, August 6th, my father returned to the ER at Hospital A with my mom. From 
there, she is sent to Hospital B. Physicians of Hospital B explained that a small window of 
opportunity exists for saving extremities once blood flow stops. We were told that my mother’s 
left leg had to be amputated above the knee or she would die.  By the way, since her initial pain 
with the leg, she had constantly run a fever that got as high as 102 degrees prior to the trip to 
Saint Thomas. On August 7, 2006, my family and I waited from 8:30 AM to 1:00 PM while 
mom was in surgery. Martha Cheryl Tinin on this day became a transfemoral amputee. 

It always annoyed me when my mother would drive the four-wheeler to our home and 
rev the motor up as if it were a trumpet sounding at the second coming. She has since told me if 
she had known she was going to lose her leg, she would have spent more time in the creek. My 
heart broke. Well, sometime this summer, I will get her, wheelchair and all one more time in the 
creek behind the house.  

Years ago I witnessed to her about Christ. It was an ongoing theme. Satan had used her 
aliments of Lupus, leaky heart valves, and drinking to discourage me. She hung to her argument 
that she wouldn’t go to church because she couldn’t be perfect. She never understood. She was 
hung up like so many on rituals. Her grandfather was a Primitive Baptist preacher. Regardless of 
the denominational differences, Christ is THE Lord. She totally missed it. But that changed when 
reality hit her. I am trying not to be bitter toward the sorry excuses that call themselves 
physicians that made mistakes. As a Christian I know Christ is in control. He was then as He is 
now. What I’m getting at is my mother may never have opened that knocking door if she had not 
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been humbled by illness. Doesn’t matter though when or how you come to Christ. It only matters 
that you do. 

One day my mother had visitors. I believe the three wise women came from our church 
First Baptist Lobelville. They brought their love for the Lord, cheery dispositions, and genuine 
compassion. For years, I had talked to my mother about Christ, His love, and salvation. On this 
day, the three women, N, D and a woman I refer to as Mary Poppins, were used by Christ to 
spread His message to my mother. If I planted the seed, they no doubt watered and added 
Miracle Grow to it.  

Wednesday, March 14th, my mother asked if I would pray with her to accept Him as 
Savior on Thursday. On Thursday, my sister had wonderful news that her cancer level went from 
500 to 30. God is stronger than Advil. I told my mother that regardless of her present condition, 
she was standing taller than ever before in my eyes. As I patted her knee, I told her that 
regardless of whether she walked again on earth with a prosthetic leg, she would run with His 
glory in Heaven. 
  

On March 18, 2007, Pastor Brewer offered the invitation. I wheeled my mother forward. I 
have dreamed of this moment. The moment she would sit with me in church, feel God’s presence 
and know that He died for her as He did for you and me. She said to me that she thought Papa 
would be proud. I replied, “I’m sure he is. The father is proud, too.”  

            I praise Almighty God for allowing me to play a role in His plan for her. I’m thankful 
that my nephew Lynn and his mom are back into the fold where I believe He wants them. I pray 
that I, personally, can continue to grow as His servant. I hope this personal testimony has added 
something to your life.  

God Bless.  
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